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Indian Lake Association 

 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve 
and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quality, fishery, 

boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreational facility for 

today and for future generations. 

Website:   www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 

Reminder:  Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20.00 per July 1—June 30 fiscal 

year.  Mail dues to:        ILA Treasurer 

               P.O. Box 1801   
                         Eagle River, WI   54521 
 

(See Membership Form on the last page.) 

Indian Lake Information 
 

Indian Lake, Oneida County, WI, is a 357-acre spring lake with a maximum 
depth of 26 feet and a mean depth of 10 feet.  This mesotrophic lake has a 
relatively small watershed when compared to the size of the lake.  Indian 
Lake contains 57 native plant species, of which fern pondweed is the most 
common plant.  Indian Lake may be considered a spring lake due to its lack 
of an inlet stream and presence of an outlet.  Water flows from this outlet 
through Sugar Camp Creek and eventually into nearby Chain Lake. 
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A Message from Indian Lake Association President Mike McCarthy          
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“There is nothing stronger than the heart of a volunteer.“   -Lieutenant General Jimmy Doolittle 

 

-Hello all: 

I am sitting here staring out the window, wondering where all the snow has gone this week!  For those of us who try to 

embrace all our winters have to offer, this winter has been a lot like last year.  The Oneida snowmobile trails closing ear-

ly after a record late opening.  The groomed X-country ski trails are soon to become unusable.  About the only normal 

winter activity this year has been the ice fishing season. 

 

Nonetheless, there is work being done for and by the ILA group.  Roger Ziff is putting this newsletter together.  Shirley 

Noonan is working to keep the website up and running.  Jan Gill keeps the books and watches our mail.  Joe Smogor 
has been instructing me on all the things the president does.  This time of year lends itself to these administrative tasks 

so that the focus during the warmer months is all about lake health. 

 

To that end, and in reference to the above quote, the ILA can always use more volunteers.  We have a strong group of 

volunteers now, but I would like to invite any, and all to help.  It is a great way to learn about the lake, meet your neigh-

bors, and just be involved.  We always need help on the busy weekends with the Clean Boats, Clean Waters monitoring 

program.  We need help keeping the little boxes of lake information at Arbutus Dr. and Indian Lake Rd. filled.  Greg 

Bujalski is always grateful for help planning, set up, and clean up at the lake party.  We have a water quality program 

that Joe Smogor runs.  It is a fun couple of hours on the lake with Joe gathering samples – he is a great teacher and you 

will learn a lot. 

 

I encourage you to come to the meetings. We have two, sometimes three meetings in the summer.  Usually about 2 doz-
en people come out – mostly couples, so about 12-15 households.  We have approximately 100 homes on the lake, 

which means about 12-15% are represented.  It is an easy, enjoyable hour to spend with lake neighbors, have some cof-

fee, and let everyone know what you are thinking. 

 

Have a good spring – here or traveling.   

See you on the lake.    

 

- Mike McCarthy 



                     Copyright Law 
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Correction 

In the last issue of the newsletter we reproduced a map showing railroad tracks on the north and east sides of Indian Lake 

where Arbutus Drive is now.  That map was copyrighted by Ondre Huston in 2011.  We failed to get permission to include 
the map before publishing the newsletter.   We would like to thank family member Mary Andrews for saying it is okay that 

we used the map now that we have recognized the rightful copyright holder. 

New Policy regarding Photos at ILA Events 

Often at ILA Events like picnics, people take pictures that end up in stories about those events in the ILA Newsletter.  

Under the First Amendment, if a person is out in public, their picture can be taken, even if the person is a child.  For ex-
ample, during the World Series, the cameras zeroed in on two young boys in the crowd and those pictures were seen na-

tion-wide.  Nevertheless, we know that some people would rather their picture or their child’s picture not be put in the 

newsletter.  Therefore, as a courtesy going forward, the ILA Board decided it will notify people that their pictures may be 

taken at an ILA event and if they do not want that to happen, they should either not come to the event or notify us in ad-

vance that they do not want their picture taken and published in the  newsletter. 

Copyright Law  by Roger Ziff 

I am not an attorney, but I researched copyright law to see what I could legally publish in the ILA Newsletter without ask-

ing the permission of the author.  In doing this research I was referred to online material from the Cornell Law School and 
the University of Arizona Libraries.  Here is my understanding of copyright law: 

1. U.S. Copyright law is designed to protect the author of material with exceptions designed to benefit the public. 

2. One exception is called “Public Domain.”  If the copyright on a  piece of material has expired, it is in the public do-

main.  Currently, anything copyrighted before around 1930 is in the public domain.   

3. Another big exception is called “Fair Use.”  Fair Use exceptions are determined by a judge on a case-by-case basis con-
sidering the following factors: 

         A.  Whether the use of the material is of a commercial nature or is for non-profit educational purposes.  In our 
case, the ILA is a  non-profit organization and the newsletter is primarily for educational purposes and we do not charge 
for the newsletter. 

         B.  The effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work.  The ILA newsletter is 
distributed to about 100 households around the lake, not all of whom look at it.  It is also put on the website, but we know 
not many people go to the website, valuable though it is as a reference.  So we would not have much impact on the poten-
tial market of anything. 

         C.  The amount of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole.  We can publish a sentence out 
of a book, but not the whole book. 

          D.  The nature of the copyrighted work.  For example, is it creative material or factual material? 

It seems like much of the material in the newsletter not written by lake residents may qualify as exceptions to copyrights 

under “fair use.” 

4.  Also, some of the stories in the newsletter come from publications that specifically authorize us to use their stories.   

These include Lake Tides, the WI Natural Resources magazine, and the North Woods Land Trust newsletter.   It is always 

the case that if the author gives you permission to use  his or her material, it is okay to use it. 

 



Long Winter’s Nap:  How-Cold Blooded Critters Adapt to Freezing Conditions 
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By Molly Meister in the Winter 2024 WI Natural Resources Magazine 

 

 

Winter is here, and the buzz of bees and chirps of crickets have quieted.  While bears snooze away in their dens and we 

humans layer up with extra clothes and blankets, where do all the cold-blooded furless critters scurry off to in these cold-

er climes? 

Over millennia,  native insects and herptiles (reptiles and amphibians) have evolved extraordinary adaptations to our 

state's sub-freezing temperatures. 

Many insects, including certain species of butterflies, curl up under tree bark or leaf litter and enter a state called dia-

pause, in which their metabolism slows down and they become dormant.  Their blood doesn’t freeze because it contains 

a special chemical that acts as antifreeze, explained DNR insect ecologist Jay Watson. 

Other species migrate south for the winter, notably the monarch butterfly.  Ants, meanwhile, hunker down deep in their 

anthills.  Their activity levels slow greatly and they are able to tap into stored food reserves. 

New bumble bee queens, called gynes, hibernate in the soil and leaf litter.  Most solitary bees overwinter as larvae or pu-

pae in capped nesting holes. 

The coping mechanisms of herptiles are equally as remarkable, said DNR herpetologist Rori Paloski.  Similar to insects, 

during cold spells all herptiles enter a state called torpor, in which they're lethargic and physically inactive—so much so 

that they don’t need to eat. 

Snakes may bury themselves in sand or slither into an insulated space underground, like a rodent or crayfish burrow.  

Salamanders hide under logs as deeply as they can to avoid frost. 

Aquatic turtles go underwater and breathe via the exchange of oxygen across blood vessels in the lining of their mouth 

or their cloaca, the common opening for their digestive tract, urinary tract and reproduction. 

“If there’s open water, they'll probably come up for air once in a while,” Paloski said.  “But typically, their breath is going 

to be a lot slower in the winter, and usually, they can meet their oxygen requirements without breathing through their 

lungs.” 

Perhaps most fascinating of all are frogs and toads.  While some bury themselves in sand like snakes, others rest under-

water below the ice and breathe through their skin.  

A handful of frog species, including the wood frog, literally freeze solid in winter like an ice cube.  Their hearts stop and 

they cease breathing, Paloski said. 

This is all possible due to special glucose-based chemicals that help protect the animals’ cells from bursting. 

When spring comes, the ice crystals melt off, their hearts restart, they begin twitching, their eyes open… and they hop 

away. 
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Drilling Down:  Ice Fishing Facts vs. Fiction 

Taken from an article by Zach Wood in the Winter 2024 Wisconsin Natural Resources Magazine 

Ice fishing isn’t nearly as popular as warmer-weather angling.  That is likely due to several incorrect or outdated percep-

tions many have about this classic winter pastime.  Let’s tackle a few common misconceptions that may be keeping you 

from a new favorite winter hobby, and maybe confirm a few things while we’re at it. 

Claim:  The only way to have ice fishing success is to use live bait.  Verdict:  False. 

Just like with open-water fishing, live bait is always a great choice for ice fishing, but there are plenty of artificial op-

tions that work, too.  Jigs, vertical minnow baits, soft plastics and spoons all can be effective fish-catchers. 

Claim:  It will be cold and miserable out of the ice.  Verdict:  Not necessarily. 

Certainly, cold weather is an inherent part of ice fishing.  If you are not adequately dressed for the elements, you‘re 

going to get cold.  But with today’s winter clothing, modern ice shanties and pop-up shelters, and a growing market of 

portable heaters, ice fishing can be quite comfortable. 

Claim:  If the ice is 4 inches thick, it’s safe to venture onto it, and if it’s 9 inches thick, it’s safe to take an ATV or 

UTV out with you.  Verdict:  False. 

No ice is ever truly 100% safe, and there are no thickness thresholds that indicate what the ice can support.  You can-

not judge the strength of the ice by one factor. 

Claim:  You need an expensive, high powered auger to punch through the ice.  Verdict:  False. 

A standard manual auger—often available used for under $20—will do the trick if it’s well maintained.  Keep the blade 

sharp. 

Claim:  Fish caught through the ice taste better than their open-water counterparts.  Verdict:  Possibly. 

Taste is in the eye (or tongue) of the beholder.  But water temperature can change the texture of the meat.  In colder 

water, the meat will often be a little firmer for some species.  Also, taste can change depending on the fish’s diet. 

Claim:  Ice fishing is a great way to get outside during 

the winter, spend time with friends and family and may-

be even put some dinner on the table.  Verdict:  
True. 

Between the thrill of the catch, the satisfaction that 

comes from enjoying a meal of freshly caught fish and 

the quality time spent with others in the ice shanty, 

there’s a lot to love about ice fishing. 



Bird of the Year 
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The 2025 American Birding Association Bird of the Year is the Common Loon. 
 
There are an estimated 4,000 adult loons in Wisconsin in the summer, most of which live in the northern half of the 
state.  In winter, they migrate to southern coastlines. 
 
In conjunction with this announcement, the 2025 Bird of the Year cover artist is Sam Zimmerman.  Sam is a Minnesota-
based artist, author and educator whose work explores the landscapes and creatures of the western Great Lakes, with an 
eye towards capturing and preserving stories from his Ojibwe heritage.  His Common Loon art is featured on the cover of 
the January issue of Birding magazine.  See photo below. 
 
Imagine now, a clear summer evening in the north woods.  Above you, the bands of the Milky Way framed by the dark 
spindly boughs of spruce and fir.  And cutting though the stillness comes an otherworldly laughter.  An eerie yodel.  A 
plaintive cry.  The sound of a pair of Common Loons contacting one another across the expanse of a glassy lake.  There’s 
scarcely a more evocative sound of the northern wilderness, be that wilderness in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Québec, Maine, 
or Iceland.  
 
And it’s the sound of the Common Loon that makes it such a beloved representative of the north woods across its range. 
The species calls to mind childhood fishing trips or summer camps or canoe excursions.  It simply is the outdoors.  The 
sound touches something inside us.   
 
That’s not to say that the Common Loon isn’t a looker either.  A breeding adult, dressed in black and white with spots 
and stripes and stars, is a handsome bird.  But there’s something intangible about the call of a loon that makes the experi-
ence of only seeing one something entirely different.  Not necessarily lesser than, but incomplete.  To hear it is to truly 
experience this spectacular bird.   

Mostly excerpted from the American Birding Association news announcement. 



More on Moose 
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Some of you may remember the story in the 2024 Spring/Summer issue of the Indian Lake Community Newsletter about 

a moose sighted in the area between Indian Lake and Sugar Camp lake (see photo on this page).  John Bates, in a story in 

the Fall 2024 Northwoods Land Trust Newsletter, provided more information about moose in Wisconsin. 

Moose are the world’s largest ungulate, weighing from as little as a 700 pound female to a 1,400 pound male, standing up 

to 7 feet tall with antlers over 4 feet long. 

The DNR estimates there are only 20-30 moose in the state, and most are young bulls wandering down from MN and the 

UP looking for love.  The DNR believes there are generally no more than 2-4 cows in the state and about 20 lonely bulls 
out there looking for those few females. 

Unfortunately, the very few moose we have today are threatened in areas where deer densities exceed 10 deer per square 

mile, which is true in most of northern WI.  As we learned last year, this is due to a parasitic brainworm which causes se-

vere neurological damage and is carried by white-tailed deer, but does not harm the deer. 

Moose are also threatened by our warming winters.  The moose’s long and hollow outer hair coat, with its dense soft un-

dercoat, allows it to easily withstand intense cold.  But summer weather causes moose to begin to suffer from heat stress, 

and they stop eating to stay cool, which leaves them more vulnerable to starvation in the winter, resulting in poor repro-

ductive success in the spring.  The bottom line is that moose need cold winters and cool summers, and the colder the bet-

ter. 

Northern Wisconsin is at the southernmost edge of the breeding range for moose, so that is why it was so unusual to see a 

moose in our area last year. 

Taken from an article by John Bates in the Fall 2024 Northwoods Land Trust Newsletter 



In Memory of Indian Lake Friends 
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Ronald Thompsen 

August 16, 1938—September 24, 2024 

Ronald William Thompsen, 86, of Donovan passed away on Tuesday, September 24, 

2024, at Riverside Medical Center in Kankakee, IL.  He was born on August 16, 1938, 

in Crescent City (Crescent Twp.), a son of Reinhart and Lydia (Lehmann) Thompsen, 

and they preceded him in death in addition to two brothers, Donald and Francis 

Thompsen, and one sister, Delores Judy. 

 

Ronald married Betty Avery on December 27, 1964, in Baudette, MN, and she survives.  Also surviving are one son,    
David (Jennifer) Thompsen of Clifton; one daughter, Cheryl (Tom) Vargo of Homewood; six grandchildren, Hannah 

(Michael) St. Aubin, Benjamin Thompsen, Katherine Thompsen, Joseph Thompsen, Nora Vargo and Lydia Vargo; one 

brother, Gordon (Linda) Thompsen of Martinton; and several nieces and nephews. 

 

Mr. Thompsen served in the U.S. Air Force and was a member of the Cissna Park American Legion and Calvary Luther-

an Church in Watseka.  He was a pilot, owned Thompsen Aviation, flew a jet for Roper’s, and was a repairman for IBM 

for 30 years.  Ronald enjoyed restoring old international tractors and was a member of the Central Illinois Green Club, 

an organization interested in antique tractors and other farm machinery. 



Poem 
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Elephants Are Different to Different People 

 By Carl Sandburg 

Wilson and Pilcer and Snack stood before the zoo elephant. 

 

     Wilson said, "What is its name? Is it from Asia or Africa? Who feeds 

it? Is it a he or a she? How old is it? Do they have twins? How much does 

it cost to feed? How much does it weigh? If it dies, how much will another 

one cost? If it dies, what will they use the bones, the fat, and the hide 

for? What use is it besides to look at?" 
 

     Pilcer didn't have any questions; he was murmering to himself, "It's 

a house by itself, walls and windows, the ears came from tall cornfields, 

by God; the architect of those legs was a workman, by God; he stands like 

a bridge out across the deep water; the face is sad and the eyes are kind; 

I know elephants are good to babies." 

 

     Snack looked up and down and at last said to himself, "He's a tough 

son-of-a-gun outside and I'll bet he's got a strong heart, I'll bet he's 

strong as a copper-riveted boiler inside." 

 

     They didn't put up any arguments. 
     They didn't throw anything in each other's faces. 

     Three men saw the elephant three ways 

     And let it go at that. 

     They didn't spoil a sunny Sunday afternoon; 

 

"Sunday comes only once a week," they told each other.  

President Dwight D. Eisenhower, in his farewell address, said America “must avoid becoming a community of dread-

ful fear and hate, and be, instead, a proud confederation of mutual trust and respect.” 

Quote 



Indian Lake Math and Logic 
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Tommy is a very smart turtle (see last issue).  Tommy asked Bryan the bryozoan how many ways a deck of cards could be 

shuffled (how many different sequences could the cards end up in?).  Bryan, one of the smarter bryozoans in the lake said 

he did not know but he thought it was probably more than all the atoms on Earth.  Tommy said that was ridiculous be-

cause there are an estimated 130,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 atoms on 

Earth.  Who is right, Tommy the talented turtle or Bryan, the bodacious bryozoan? 

 

 

Tommy Bryan 

One of our neighbors (I won’t say which one) has a cannonball and he does not 

know what to do with it.  He decides to drop it into the middle of the lake.  He 

puts it on his pontoon boat and drives out to the middle of the lake.  He throws 

it overboard. 

When he throws it overboard does the level of the lake stay the same or go up a 

little or down a little? 

 

Answer:  It goes down a little.   

Explanation:   While in the boat, the cannonball forces the boat to displace an additional amount of water equal to the 

weight of the cannonball.  In the water, the cannonball displaces an amount of water equal to the volume of the cannon-

ball.  Since the cannonball weighs more than water, its volume has a lesser effect than its weight, so the water level drops. 

Last issue’s puzzle and solution: 



Why Fish Don’t Exist 
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I recently read a book called “Why Fish Don’t Exist.”  To some extent the book is a biography of David Starr Jordan, a nat-

uralist who was born in the 1800s, but it included a couple of things I thought would be of interest to Indian Lake resi-

dents: 

1. The reason some scientists think fish do not exist is because even though all the species we call fish live in water, they 

do not all come from a single, unified evolutionary group.  For example, sharks and rays are part of a different evolu-

tionary group than perch and bluegills.  Scientists who categorize species that way are called cladists.    

       However, 96% of fish, including probably all the fish in Indian Lake, are members of a group called “actinopterygii.”    

       “Fish” is somewhat easier to say then “actinopterygii,” so even though I read the book, I still call them fish. 

2. Another thing I learned in the book are the findings of an ethologist named Jonathan Balcombe in a 2016 book he 

wrote called “What a Fish Knows:  The Inner Lives of Our Underwater Cousins.”  In the book he  showed how vast 

and complex their cognitions appear to be.  He said they can see more colors than us, they can outperform us on cer-

tain memory tasks, they can use tools, and they differentiate between Bach and the blues.  He said some species even 

appear to experience pain. 

I don’t know what kind of music they like, but I bet their favorite band is Country Joe and the Fish. 

By Roger Ziff 



Photo Acknowledgements 

PHOTOS:  Do you have any good Indian Lake photos (or story ideas)  you would be willing to contribute to the news-

letter?  If so, please email them to Roger Ziff at rogerziff@gmail.com. 

 

Special Note:  Permission was obtained to use all photos in this newsletter taken by lake residents. 

Many thanks to everyone who has sent me their lake photos.  The submitters of the excellent pictures in this issue are: 

Page  2.  Carol Ziff                                                                   

         5.  Joe Smogor 

         8.  Tish Stanner     

       10.  Bob and Sue Ann Eicher (bryozoan) 

 Thank you.  -  Roger Ziff, Newsletter Editor. 
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Page 11.  Mrs. Paul Hoffman (Northern Lights) 

        12.  Alan Ruetten (Big Dipper and Northern Lights) 

        13.  Kathy Berendt (winter scenes) 

        15.  Unknown (photo of former lake resident) 
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Winter Lake Photos 



Odds and Ends 

Indian Lake Association Website 

For much more information about Indian Lake, go to our ILA website at:  http://www.indianlakeassociation.com. 

Thank you, Shirley Noonan, for all your work maintaining the website. 

Indian Lake Facebook site 

One of our Indian Lake neighbors has created an Indian Lake Facebook site. Now you can post your own lake-related 

pictures, notices, and comments.  Search for "Indian Lake - Sugar Camp, WI".  It's a private site, only open to residents 
and family.  

Donations of Newspapers, etc. to Wild Instincts Rehab 

If you wish to help out Wild Instincts rehabilitate injured animals, you can bring newspapers (no ads), sheets, blankets, 

towels and t-shirts to their location a little to the northwest of Rhinelander.  You do not have to go in their building to 
leave things.  To find out more about Wild Instincts go to: http://www.wildinstinctsrehab.com/. 
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Lake Tides Newsletter 

The quarterly Lake Tides  newsletter produced  by the Wisconsin Lake Partnership and UW-Stevens Point can be ac-

cessed by either (1) typing Lake Tides Newsletter into Google,or (2) going to the Indian lake Association website on 
Google and clicking on the Newsletter tab. 

 

Status of Wakesurfing  (from the OCLRA January, 2025, eNews) 

As of the start of the year, 40 Wisconsin townships, mostly in the Northwoods, have adopted ordinances against the crea-

tion of artificially enhanced wakes because of the damage it does to lakes.  As property owners, it is in our self— interest 
not to damage our lake. 

Another Reason to Avoid Invasive Species (From a story in the Minnesota Star Tribune in early December) 

In a new study by the University of Minnesota, walleyes and perch taken from Minnesota inland lakes infested with zebra 

mussels contained much higher levels of mercury than similar fish in uninvaded lakes.  Medium sized fish taken from 
those lakes contained levels of mercury that could be dangerous for children and certain other people to eat more than 

once a month.  Smaller fish are generally safer. 

http://www.wildinstinctsrehab.com/


2023-24 ILA Financial Audit 

The financial records of the Indian Lake Association for the 

year ended June 30, 2024 were examined by a retired CPA.  
Based on his examination, the ending cash balance on the ILA 

books at June 30, 2024, was correct and the compilation of as-

sociation receipts and disbursements for the year correctly re-

flected the association’s actual receipts and disbursements dur-

ing the year. 

  

Membership Form 

Indian Lake Association Membership Form 

Membership Year:  July 1 to June 30 

Annual Dues:  $20 

Please make your check payable to Indian Lake Association and mail it along with this form to :   

ILA Treasurer, P.O.  Box 1801, Eagle River, WI  54521 

 

Name:  ________________________________________ 

 

Lake Address:  ________________________________________________  Lake Phone: ______________________ 

 

Other Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Phone:  __________________________ Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

Do you receive mail at your lake address?     Yes  ____        No  ____ 

Would you like to be included in the Indian Lake directory?     Yes  ___     No  ___ 

Are you interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities with the association?   Yes  ____    No   ____ 

 

Comments or suggestions:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
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