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Indian Lake Association 

 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve 
and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quality, fishery, 

boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreational facility for 

today and for future generations. 

Website:   www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 

Reminder:  Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20.00 per July 1—June 30 fiscal 

year.  Mail dues to:        ILA Treasurer 

               P.O. Box 1801   
                         Eagle River, WI   54521 
 

(See Membership Form on the last page.) 

Indian Lake Information 
 

Indian Lake, Oneida County, WI, is a 357-acre spring lake with a maximum 
depth of 26 feet and a mean depth of 10 feet.  This mesotrophic lake has a 
relatively small watershed when compared to the size of the lake.  Indian 
Lake contains 57 native plant species, of which fern pondweed is the most 
common plant.  Indian Lake may be considered a spring lake due to its lack 
of an inlet stream and presence of an outlet.  Water flows from this outlet 
through Sugar Camp Creek and eventually into nearby Chain Lake. 

Indian Lake Community 

Newsletter  
(The 6th Great Lake)                                                                                                                             



A Message from Indian Lake Association President Joe Smogor 

Along for the Ride 
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On January 1, 2023 we started a New Earth Year, and our planet continued its long elliptical journey around our shining 

star, the sun.  Each year our planet travels about 584 million miles in 365.25 days, and we are aboard for the ride.  From 

January 1, when we have only 8 hours and 46 minutes of daylight, to January 31, the days get longer by about 56 minutes. 

It is hard to compare it to the long days of summer when we have 15 hours and 42 minutes of light on the summer sol-

stice.  The extra hours of summer light will give us plenty of time to get out and explore, but that will have to wait five 

more months.           

January tends to be our coldest and cloudiest month of the year.  This year we had the clouds, but the temps were milder 
than average.  It will probably finish in the top five warmest Januaries on record.  The skies cleared briefly around January 

6, and the full Wolf Moon of January was visible for a short time.   After short periods of complete ice coverage, then some 

break up at the end of November, Indian Lake finally froze over on December 2.   Looking at the “Ice On” data for Indian 

Lake since 1979, December 2 is about a week later than normal.  The milder temperatures of early December slowed the 

formation of safe ice for travel, but by Christmas people were out exploring the lake.  The warm weather and rain showers 

in the middle of January added a layer of wet slush on top the ice.  It made travel on the ice a bit more challenging.  The 

local snowmobile trails opened on December 23, but riders were advised to be alert on many of the area lakes.  The lakes 

were etched with the tracks of fisherman, skiers, and snowmobiles, and also the signs of our other travelling neighbors in-

cluding deer, fox, coyotes, weasels, squirrels, rabbits, birds, voles, and other rodents.   Many of  these crepuscular animals 

(active during periods of low light) travel without being seen.  Hopefully, the sky will be clear on February 5, the full Snow 

Moon.  It might be a good night for a walk on the lake.   

If you are out walking on a calm mid-winter night, it is a great time 
to listen for owls.  The great horned owls will begin their mating 

activities by mid-January, and you might hear the familiar 5-6 sylla-

ble call.  Great horned owls stake out their territories with soft 

rhythmic hoots: hoo h’HOO hoo hoo.  The barred owl call can be 

louder, especially when challenging other owls.  Barred Owls have a 

distinctive hooting call of 8-9 notes, described as “Who cooks for 

you?  Who cooks for you-all?”  The calls of the owls are pretty easy 

to identify, but the unknown sounds we can hear on cold winter 

nights are even more interesting.  These sounds can stir our imagi-

nations, and sometimes add a little mystery to our travels. 



Tower Nibiiwan—A Turnkey Conservation Area 
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Dave and Kathy Noel donated 31 acres of land to the Northwoods Land Trust (NWLT) on June 22, 2022.   The property 

is on Arbutus Drive off of Highway 17 in Sugar Camp in Oneida County.  It features a small, three-acre scenic bog pond 

surrounded by wetlands, black spruce-tamarack forest and rolling upland forest.    

The name, Tower Nibiiwan, was given by the Noels.  ‘Tower’ refers to the iconic 1936 Indian Lake fire tower that was 

located nearby until it was taken down in 2017.  ‘Nibiiwan’ is the Ojibwe word meaning wet or watery since nearly 30% 

of the property is bog and wetland and is in the homelands of the Anishinaabe people.   

The land was a part of expansive paper company holdings located all around the north side of Indian Lake and beyond.  
In the 1950s, a small canal was dug from the bog pond to a pumphouse that watered an adjacent 20-acre tree nursery, the 

Ripco Forestry Farm of the Rhinelander Paper Company, where white and black spruce and other species were grown in 

seed and transplant beds.  The company sold its land in 1975 and began purchasing paper pulp from outside sources.  

The property went through multiple paper and timber investment company ownerships for the next 38 years. 

In 2013, the Plum Creek Land Company put the property up for sale, and the Noels saw it as an opportunity to purchase 

the land that they had been exploring as local residents for nearly 20 years.  “We felt lucky to be able to buy the land and 

keep it from being in commercial ownership.  The presence of a true bog pond makes the property special.  The carnivo-

rous plants are unique,” said Dave. 

Soon after purchasing the land, the Noels began developing foot trails by expanding on and improving the old logging 

trails.  They enlisted Fred Williston to help out, a Sugar Camp resident who had trail building experience.  Together, they 

struck a balance of creating a well-sculpted but woodsy mile-long trail network.  The trails lead to a boardwalk with a seat-

ing area at the edge of the pond, providing a quiet spot to take in views of the tamarack and spruce lining the shore. 

From the Northwoods Land Trust Fall 2022 Newsletter.  Photos by Kathy Noel. 



“It was a hard decision for us to move after we spent so much time out there and working to improve the property. The 

history of our ownership isn’t long and storied, but once it was put together, we felt it needed to be maintained that way 

for the enjoyment of the community. Our first thought was to see if the land trust would accept it as a conservation dona-

tion,” said Dave. 

NWLT’s board of directors voted to accept ownership of the land – what they saw as a turnkey conservation and recrea-

tion area. “One thing that is exceptional about this project is how much the Noels invested in making it useable by the 

community.  They made it available as a space to get out to enjoy the woods and sit for a spell next to the pond,” said 
Kari Kirschbaum, NWLT’s Land Protection Director. 

As new owners of the Tower Nibiiwan Conservation Area, NWLT wrote and adopted a land management plan.  The 

conservation area is passively managed, meaning active forest and wildlife habitat management activities will not typically 

be conducted.  Public uses include hiking, snowshoeing, dog walking, wildlife observation, fishing, bow hunting and 

(carry-in) nonmotorized boating, with parking alongside Arbutus Drive. 

“There needs to be an opportunity for people to preserve small pieces of 

property before they all get subdivided and developed. There needs to be 

places where people can get away. There are great examples of regional 

trail systems around the northwoods, but this one is more intimate and 

easily accessible to get out for an hour and stretch your legs.  We are so 

happy that it’s going to remain natural and available for the community 

to enjoy,” said Dave. 

“NWLT is grateful for Dave and Kathy’s gift of land and we are proud to 

carry their legacy forward through the protection of the Tower Nibiiwan 

Conservation Area,” said Kari. 

Dave and Kathy enjoyed time at the property walking their dogs, rowing in the pond and tromping around in waders pick-

ing cranberries and taking photographs.  The trails were also used by neighbors who grew accustomed to having access to 

nature right in their own backyard.  When the Noels announced in 2021 that they were going to move to Montana, their 

neighbors were concerned about the fate of the property. 

Everyone was assured that the land and trails would stay open to the public.  The Noels had been talking with the North-

woods Land Trust (NWLT) about donating the property to become a permanent conservation area. 

Tower Nibiiwan—A Turnkey Conservation Area (continued) 
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Carnivorous plants (sundew and 

pitcher plants) at Tower 

Nibiiwan Conservation Area. 



The History of Indian Lake through Stories 
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CAN YOU TELL US WHERE THIS PICTURE IS CURRENTLY HANGING?  AND, BETTER YET, WHO IT IS?  

Storytelling is one of the ways humans have learned what has happened in the past.  

We are asking our residents to submit photos along with a story to be included in 

future Indian Lake Association Newsletters.  If you would like to participate by tell-

ing others a story about your time on Indian Lake, we would be honored. 

Different ways to submit your story: 

Send any information to Joy or Shirley.  If you would like one of us to write the arti-
cle, we could do it during a visit with you and you would review the text before fi-

nalizing.  

If you have any questions, please either email or phone: 

Joy Smogor – joysmogor@frontiernet.net – 715-272-2030 

Shirley Noonan – newtome7041@gmail.com – 715-272-1036 

 

Editor’s note:  starting next issue, we will be including old Indian Lake photos and related stories in the newsletters.  I have seen the 
first one, which we are still finalizing, and found it very interesting. 

  Bird Migration Online Atlas 

The Bird Migration Explorer mapping tool, available free to the public, is an ongoing collaboration among eleven or-

ganizations that collect and analyze data on bird movements, including the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Smithsonian 

Migratory Bird Center, the U.S. Geological Survey and the National Audubon Society. 

The site allows a user to enter a species, for example, osprey, and watch movements over the course of a year.  For exam-

ple, data from 378 tracked ospreys show up as yellow dots that move between coastal North America and South Ameri-

ca as a calendar bar scrolls through the months of the year.   

Or users can enter the city where they live and click elsewhere on the 
map for a partial list of birds that migrate between the two locations. 

Over the past 50 years, the population of birds in the U.S. and Canada 

has dropped 30% due to loss of habitat and climate change.  Migratory 

species have experienced some of the steepest declines. 

(Taken from an Associated Pres article by Christina Larson on Sep. 21, 2022) 

mailto:joysmogor@frontiernet.net
mailto:newtome7041@gmail.com


Ice on the Lake 
By Roger Ziff 

The Winter 2022 issue of Wisconsin Natural Resources magazine has an article about changes in ice conditions on lakes in Wiscon-

sin over the years.  The article focuses on Lake Mendota and Lake Monona in Madison, where people have been keeping track of 

the ice cover since the 1850s.   The article says that due to climate change, the ice fishing season in Wisconsin has declined by 24 

days since the 1970s. 

I wondered what change there has been on Indian Lake.  I knew that Joe Smogor and, before him,  other residents had been re-

cording the dates the lake ices over and the dates the ice comes out each year for decades.  That data can be seen on the Indian 

Lake website by clicking on Our Lake and paging down.   The data goes back over 40 years. 

The dates jump around from year to year.  I calculated the number of days the lake is iced over each winter and put it on a graph 

(see below).  That also jumps all over—so much  so, that it is hard to see a trend. 

But running a linear regression line through the data shows a reduction over time, although not big—perhaps 4 days (again see 

graph below). 

So my conclusion is that although there has been a change, it has not been a big one yet.  Of course, my analysis does not indicate 

how thick the ice was each year. 

Again, the left hand column is days iced over. 
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Wake Boats 

On Friday, October 14, 2022, an article by Beckie Gaskill of the Lakeland Times appeared in the Northwoods River 

News stating that the Wisconsin Natural Resources Board (NRB) called for action regarding wake boats on Wisconsin 

lakes.  Wake boats are designed to generate wakes for “surfing” as they operate with their bow up and stern down with 

propellers at a 40 degree angle.  Some boats generate wakes that can reach four feet in height.  Concerns listed were that 

many Northwoods lakes are not large enough or deep enough for these boats to avoid damage to shorelines, bottom hab-

itat, and other safety concerns. 

Subsequently, on Friday, December 30, the River News published a follow-up article by Gaskill under the title, “NRB 

hears update from DNR on wake boat enforcement.”  Following is a synopsis of this article. 

After a recent NRB meeting, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) was charged with putting together a presenta-

tion regarding wake and surf boats and the enforcement options that are currently available.  DNR boating law adminis-

trator, Darren Kuhn, made the presentation to the board. 

Kuhn started his presentation by citing the number of registered complaints during the 2021-22 boating season.  He 

stated that he believed complaints regarding hazardous wakes are likely under-reported.  He also said that he felt wardens 

made an impact in correcting behaviors where complaints were made.  He indicated that there are 3 state statutes that 

call for civil forfeitures that could involve wake and surf boats. 

The first statute involves speed, as the law calls for slow – no wake- speed limits within 100 feet of any dock, raft, pier, or 

buoyed restricted area on any lake.  Also, lakes of 50 acres or less are designated “slow – no wake” lakes.  For personal 

watercraft (jet skis) the slow-no wake zone is extended 200 feet from shore and other structures. 

The second statute involves hazardous wakes and washes.  The statute states that a person is not allowed to operate a 

boat in a manner that would create a hazardous wake.  The operator of the offending boat would be civilly liable for any 

damage caused by their operation. 

Third, there is a statute that involves aquatic invasive species (AIS). This statute states, “any person who removes a boat 

from an inland or outlying water shall immediately drain all water, including water in ballast.” By design, many of the 

offending boats do not allow for draining of all ballast water. 

In the area of criminal violations, Kuhn pointed out one statute regarding negligent operation that might be applicable.  

The statute reads, “No person may operate or use any boat in a careless, negligent or reckless manner so as to endanger 

that person’s life, property or person of another.” 

Of importance, Kuhn noted that DNR wardens enforce state statutes and administrative codes, not local municipality 

boating ordinances.  The DNR has public outreach campaigns as well as grants available for local boat patrols which 

could help local municipalities enforce their own ordinances. 

Following Kuhns’s presentation questions were asked and answered.  To read the entire article which includes the dis-
cussion following the presentation, go to www.rivernewsonline.com.  Summarily, legislation is needed to allow the DNR 
to enforce local ordinances, as well as create statutory authority to impede boats from damage created by transporting 
water from lake to lake and/or scrubbing the bottom of lakes. 
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Recycling Plastic Bags into Park Benches in Eagle River 

Also Recycling Printer Cartridges, Pens, Markers, et. al. 
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Residents and businesses in the Eagle River area are able to donate items for recycling that will benefit the community, 

including plastic bags, printer cartridges and used pens and markers. 

Eagle River Recyclers for Trex, a recycling group in Eagle River spearheaded by Karen Thyne, began collecting plastic bags 
for its next donated composite bench beginning Dec. 1.  The organization collects plastic bags and film which are then 

recycled into composite benches by NexTrex, a recycling company based in Virginia. 

Bags that can be collected as part of the plastic program include grocery, bread, ice, food 

storage, cereal, salt and produce; as well as bubble wrap, plastic shipping envelopes, and 

pallet and case wraps labeled No. 2 or No. 4. 

All plastic items donated must be clean, dry and free of food residue.  Once collected, 

the plastic is given to NexTrex, a plastic film recycling program put on by Trex. 

Plastic film and bags labeled No. 5 or No. 7 will not be accepted — these include apple bags, animal feed bags, cheese and 

meat bags, candy bags, chip bags and cellophane. 

For every 500 pounds of plastic collected, Eagle River Recyclers for Trex earns a free composite bench which is then 

placed at a location in town for public use.  The group is working toward earning its eighth bench donation. 

A new drop off location has been added at the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Eagle River Ranger district office, 

located behind Lucy's Lunchbox. 

Other existing drop off sites for plastic bags in town are located at Century 21 Burkett and Associates, Eagle River City 

Hall, Incredible Bank, Nicolet Bank, Salon and Spa on Railroad Street, and Tractor Supply Company. 

                                                                      ———————————————————- 

Individuals and businesses can now also recycle their used inkjet printer and toner cartridges as well as used office supplies 

at Eagle River City Hall.  Not allowed are toner tubes, bottles, tanks, or ribbons. 

City Administrator Robin Ginner is also collecting items such as empty pens, markers and highlighters; glue stick tubes 

and caps; watercolor containers; and mechanical pencils as part of the BIC Stationary Free Recycling Program. 

For more information on recycling or starting a program, contact Karen Thyne at 715-479-8001.  Callers should leave a 
message with their name and phone number and she will return their call. 

By Stephanie Dye, Vilas County News– Review Lifestyle Editor 



Bald Eagles 
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Carol and I took a couple of our grandkids to the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, MN, over the holidays.  Here is 

some information about bald eagles: 

There are two kinds of eagles in the U.S.:  bald eagles and golden eagles.   

The state with the most bald eagles is Alaska, with as many as the other 49 states added together.  Minnesota and Wiscon-

sin are second and third, respectively, and Florida is fourth.  This is because these states have lots of lakes and rivers for 

catching fish.  Bald eagles don’t care if it is hot or cold.  They only care about food. 

Bald eagles are distinguished by their: 

• Large Beaks:  designed for tearing, not crushing, because they are meat eaters 

(mostly fish), not grain and nut eaters.  If you had to choose between being bitten 

by an eagle or a cardinal, which is a nut and grain eater, choose the eagle. 

• Large Eyes:  an eagle can see a rabbit moving three miles away.  But, it cannot move 

its eyes around (up, down, left or right).  However, eagles have strong necks with 

more bones than humans, and they can rotate their heads 270 degrees in either 

direction like an owl. 

• Large Talons:  Eagles have talons, not claws.  Their talon grip is very strong for 

picking up fish and small mammals and carrying them.  

When they are looking for a mate, a male and female (the females are considerably 

bigger in order to carry 2-3 eggs) will come together high in the air and lock talons and 

free-fall together to see who chickens out (excuse the expression) and lets go first.  The 
longer an eagle hangs on, the better the mate from the standpoint of the other eagle.  

They have been known to hit the ground, which injures or kills them (which makes 

them not such good mates). 

Bald eagles do not mature until they are around five years old.  Up until then, they are all brown.  When they mature, they 

develop their white heads and bottom tail feathers, which are thought to let other eagles know they are mature.  Although 

they are tiny little puff balls with eyes when they are born, they grow very rapidly and are pretty big within a couple of 

months.  Adult bald eagles are big, weighing up to 14 pounds and with 6-7 foot wingspans.   

They are called “bald” eagles, not because they are bald, but because the old English word “balde” meant white. 

If they survive childhood, they normally live to be 20-25 years old and build enormous nests like the one that used to be 

on the southwest portion of Indian Lake.  Eventually, after many years, the nests be-

come so heavy, they fall to the ground.  Bald eagles normally mate for life. 

If you ever go to the National Eagle Center in Wabasha (on the Mississippi River 

north of Winona), be sure to time your visit in order to see the daily live eagle pro-
gram. 

By Roger Ziff 



Snapshot Wisconsin 
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Snapshot Wisconsin is a community science program led by the DNR.  It is a statewide wildlife monitoring program 

relying on volunteers to host trail cameras throughout the year.  The cameras are located at more than 2,000 sites 

around the state.  

Volunteers have the opportunity to classify their photos online.  However, the project has uploaded over 70 million 

photos and needs help classifying images.  Some photos are uploaded to and classified by the Zooniverse community.  

Zooniverse is a worldwide organization with over a million volunteers helping professional researchers.   

Snapshot WI volunteers, using DNR equipment and training to set up the cameras, monitor the cameras year round 
and retrieve and upload photos at least 4 times per year.   

The most common animals seen by far are deer.  Then it is squirrels, raccoons, turkeys, rabbits and coyotes, in that or-

der.  However, in Oneida County, over 80% of the cameras have detected a bear.   

They have determined that deer prefer sunset for moving around in the winter, because it is warmer, and sunrise in the 

summer, because it is cooler. 

Millions of images have shown, not surprisingly, that there are more interspecies encounters in human-altered land-

scapes like farms than in undisturbed locations like national forests.  Human disturbed landscapes squeeze animals clos-

er together resulting in prey not being able to escape predators as easily. 

Go to the Snapshot Wisconsin and Zooniverse websites for much more information about these programs. 

By Roger Ziff with an assist from Taylor Peltier with the DNR 



Valentine’s Day Special            
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Animals of any considerable size require a circulatory system, driven by some form of muscular motor, to supply their 

tissues with oxygen and nutrition. 

Mammals like ourselves (and  birds and crocodiles) have one heart with four chambers, in which the right and left sides 

of the heart are completely separate.  This more efficient arrangement prevents the mixing of oxygen-rich and oxygen-

poor blood. 

Amphibians and most reptiles have one heart with three chambers.  This system is wasteful, as it allows high-oxygen 

blood returning from the lungs to mingle with low-oxygen blood returning from the rest of the body. 

Squids and octopuses have three hearts, while fish have one heart with two chambers. 

Instead of a heart, earthworms have a thick series of blood vessels coiled around their gut.  This seems fitting for a crea-

ture that is essentially a digestive system with the power of locomotion.  “Earthworms breathe through their skin” and 

“can drown in rain-soaked soil,” explaining their fondness for the relative safety of your driveway in stormy weather. 

Insects are also literally heartless, having a decentralized vascular system.  This is why insects do not celebrate Valentine’s 

Day.   The largest blood vessel in the body of an insect is also a pump, with auxiliary pumplets that force blood into their 

wings, antennae, and legs.  Insects have no lungs, but instead breathe through branching tubes in their posterior called 

spiracles.  The arrangements might seem makeshift and ramshackle to us, but they work exceedingly well for insects, who 

are the most evolutionarily successful animals on Earth.  Thankfully, they do impose a hard upper size limit on insects. 

(Taken from a Wall Street Journal story by John Ross reviewing the book “Pump” by Bill Schutt on September 9, 2021) 

 

Indian Lake Broadband Internet Service 

Many of us on Indian Lake have poor internet service.  On January 13, we received an email from the Indian Lake 

Association with a link to maps showing what service the FCC believes each house on the lake receives.  For almost all 

of us, this is what it showed: 

   Down (Mbps)  Up (Mbps) 

Frontier    10   1 

Hughes    25   3 

NW Comm Tech  10   1 

Space Exploration  100   10 

TMobile   .2   .2 

By comparison, in La Crosse they say we get 1,000/35 from Charter Communications.  You can draw your own con-

clusions about the quality of our service on Indian Lake.  -  Roger Ziff 

PS  If you think your service is less than that shown for your address, you may be able to contest the results. 



Poem 

  There are strange things done in the midnight sun 

      By the men who moil for gold; 

  The Arctic trails have their secret tales 

      That would make your blood run cold; 

  The Northern Lights have seen queer sights, 

      But the queerest they ever did see 

  Was that night on the marge of Lake Lebarge 
      I cremated Sam McGee. 
 

Now Sam McGee was from Tennessee, where the cotton blooms and blows. 

Why he left his home in the South to roam 'round the Pole, God only knows. 

He was always cold, but the land of gold seemed to hold him like a spell; 

Though he'd often say in his homely way that 'he'd sooner live in hell'. 

 

On a Christmas Day we were mushing our way over the Dawson trail. 

Talk of your cold! through the parka's fold it stabbed like a driven nail. 

If our eyes we'd close, then the lashes froze till sometimes we couldn't see; 

It wasn't much fun, but the only one to whimper was Sam McGee. 

 
And that very night, as we lay packed tight in our robes beneath the snow, 

And the dogs were fed, and the stars o'erhead were dancing heel and toe, 

He turned to me, and 'Cap,' says he, 'I'll cash in this trip, I guess; 

And if I do, I'm asking that you won't refuse my last request.' 

 

Well, he seemed so low that I couldn't say no; then he says with a sort of moan: 

'It's the cursed cold, and it's got right hold till I'm chilled clean through to the bone. 

Yet 'taint being dead - it's my awful dread of the icy grave that pains; 

So I want you to swear that, foul or fair, you'll cremate my last remains.' 

 

A pal's last need is a thing to heed, so I swore I would not fail; 

And we started on at the streak of dawn; but God! he looked ghastly pale. 

He crouched on the sleigh, and he raved all day of his home in Tennessee; 
And before nightfall a corpse was all that was left of Sam McGee. 

 

There wasn't a breath in that land of death, and I hurried, horror-driven, 

With a corpse half hid that I couldn't get rid, because of a promise given; 

It was lashed to the sleigh, and it seemed to say: 'You may tax your brawn and brains, 

But you promised true, and it's up to you to cremate those last remains.' 
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The Cremation of Sam McGee 

By Robert W. Service 



Poem (continued) 

Now a promise made is a debt unpaid, and the trail has its own stern code. 

In the days to come, though my lips were dumb, in my heart how I cursed that load. 

In the long, long night, by the lone firelight, while the huskies, round in a ring, 

Howled out their woes to the homeless snows -O God! how I loathed the thing. 

And every day that quiet clay seemed to heavy and heavier grow; 

And on I went, though the dogs were spent and the grub was getting low; 

The trail was bad, and I felt half mad, but I swore I would not give in; 
And I'd often sing to the hateful thing, and it hearkened with a grin. 

 

Till I came to the marge of Lake Lebarge, and a derelict there lay; 

It was jammed in the ice, but I saw in a trice it was called the 'Alice May.' 

And I looked at it, and I thought a bit, and I looked at my frozen chum; 

Then 'Here,' said I, with a sudden cry, 'is my cre-ma-tor-eum.' 

 

Some planks I tore from the cabin floor, and I lit the boiler fire; 

Some coal I found that was lying around, and I heaped the fuel higher; 

The flames just soared, and the furnace roared - such a blaze you seldom see; 

And I burrowed a hole in the glowing coal, and I stuffed in Sam McGee. 

 
Then I made a hike, for I didn't like to hear him sizzle so; 

And the heavens scowled, and the huskies howled, and the wind began to blow. 

It was icy cold, but the hot sweat rolled down my cheeks, and I don't know why; 

And the greasy smoke in an inky cloak went streaking down the sky. 

 

I do not know how long in the snow I wrestled with grisly fear; 

But the stars came out and they danced about ere again I ventured near; 

I was sick with dread, but I bravely said: 'I'll just take a peep inside. 

I guess he's cooked, and it's time I looked then the door I opened wide. 

 

And there sat Sam, looking cool and calm, in the heart of the furnace roar; 

And he wore a smile you could see a mile, and he said: 'Please close that door. 

It's fine in here, but I greatly fear you'll let in the cold and storm - 
Since I left Plumtree, down in Tennessee, it's the first time I've been warm.' 

 

There are strange things done in the midnight sun 

By the men who moil for gold; 

The Arctic trails have their secret tales 

That would make your blood run cold; 

The Northern Lights have seen queer sights, 

But the queerest they ever did see 

Was that night on the marge of Lake Lebarge 

I cremated Sam McGee.  
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Indian Lake Math and Logic 
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Draining the Swamp 

Suppose Indian Lake was a square, one mile long, one mile wide, and averaged 26.4 feet deep. 

Now suppose you started draining it at a rate of 1,000 gallons a minute, 24 hours per day.  How long would it take to 
drain all the water out of the lake? 

a.  About a week.  b.  About a month.   c.  About six months.   d.  About a year.   e.  About ten years. 

(Answer in the next newsletter.) 

 

Last issue’s puzzles and solutions: 

1. What was unique about the lyrics to “Bob” by Weird Al Yankovic?   

Every line was a palindrome (readable the same way from left to right or right to left). 

2.  Every hour on the hour (e.g., 7:00, 8:00, etc.) a turtle leaves the east end of Indian Lake to cross the lake to the west 

end, and (simultaneously) a turtle crosses from the west end to the east end.  The crossing takes exactly seven hours in 

either direction.  How many other turtles will a turtle leaving the east end at 3:00 p.m. pass on the lake before arriving at 

the west end?  The turtles swim at a constant speed.  Note:  A turtle starting his or her trip just as another arrives counts 

as a "pass on the lake."  

Answer:  15.  The 7 that left in the 7 hours before our turtle, the one that left at the same time, and 

the 7 that left in the 7 hours after (or as our turtle arrived). 

3.  It is a cold winter night.  Lulu is up north visiting relatives who live in a two-level, red house with a rec room and a 

garage on the lower level.  It is a nice house, but needs some repairs. 

Lulu wants to go downstairs and into the garage through a door in the rec room.  There are three light switches up-

stairs, and one is for a lamp in the garage.  Lulu does not know which light switch is for the lamp in the garage.  But 

she does know that when she goes downstairs, she will not be able to get back upstairs without going outside because 

the door handle leading up from the lower level is broken and the door can’t be left open because of mice. 

She would like to figure out which light switch turns on the lamp in the garage without having to go outside more 
than once.  How can she do that? 

 

Answer:  She should switch two light switches on and wait a few minutes and switch one off. 

Then she should go down in the garage and look at the lamp.  If it is on, then the light switch she left on is the right 

one.  If the light is off, but the light bulb is hot, then the correct switch is the one she turned on and off.  If the light 

bulb is cold, then it is the third one. 



Photo Acknowledgements 

Photos 

Do you have any good Indian Lake photos (or story ideas)  you would be willing to contribute to the newsletter?  If so, 

please email them to Roger Ziff at rogerziff@gmail.com. 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has sent me their lake photos.  The submitters of the excellent pictures in this issue are: 

Page  2  Joe Smogor 

       3-4  Kathy Noel 

       10  Snapshot Wisconsin  

       15  Sue Mueller 

       17  Marty Haavisto 

              Thank you.  -  Roger Ziff, Newsletter Editor. 
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Indian Lake from the air looking southwest. 



Odds and Ends 

Indian Lake Association Website 

For much more information about Indian Lake, go to our ILA website at:  http://www.indianlakeassociation.com. 

Thank you, Shirley Noonan, for all your work maintaining the website. 

Indian Lake Facebook site 

One of our Indian Lake neighbors has created an Indian Lake Facebook site. Now you can post your own lake-related 

pictures, notices, and comments.  Search for "Indian Lake - Sugar Camp, WI".  It's a private site, only open to residents 
and family.  

Donations of Newspapers, etc. to Wild Instincts Rehab 

If you wish to help out Wild Instincts rehabilitate injured animals, you can bring newspapers (no ads), sheets, blankets, 

towels and t-shirts to their location a little to the northwest of Rhinelander.  You do not have to go in their building to 
leave things.  To find out more about Wild Instincts go to: http://www.wildinstinctsrehab.com/. 

2021-22 ILA Financial Audit 

The financial records of the Indian Lake Association for the year ended June 30, 2022, were examined by a retired CPA.  

Based on his examination, the ending cash balance on the ILA books at June 30, 2022, was correct and the compilation 
of association receipts and disbursements for the year correctly reflected the association’s actual receipts and disburse-

ments during the year. 
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Indian Lake Association Bylaws 

This fall and winter a group of board members have been working on revisions to the ILA by-laws, in part to bring them 

up to date.   The document will be sent to all members and posted on the ILA website for review by late April. 

 

Finally:  After a worldwide nuclear holocaust, the few surviving amoeba-like creatures hold a meeting at which they 

decide to try evolving again.  But before they do so, they together make a solemn vow:  “This time, no brains!” 

 

Lake Tides Newsletter 

The quarterly Lake Tides  newsletter produced  by the Wisconsin Lake Partnership and UW-Stevens Point can be ac-

cessed by either (1) typing Lake Tides Newsletter into Google,or (2) going to the Indian lake Association website on 
Google and clicking on the Newsletter tab. 

http://www.wildinstinctsrehab.com/


Membership Form 

Indian Lake Association Membership Form 

Membership Year:  July 1 to June 30 

Annual Dues:  $20 

Please make your check payable to Indian Lake Association and mail it along with this form to :   

ILA Treasurer, P.O.  Box 1801, Eagle River, WI  54521 

 

Name:  ________________________________________ 

 

Lake Address:  ________________________________________________  Lake Phone: ______________________ 

 

Other Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Phone:  __________________________ Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

Do you receive mail at your lake address?     Yes  ____        No  ____ 

Would you like to be included in the Indian Lake directory?     Yes  ___     No  ___ 

Are you interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities with the association?   Yes  ____    No   ____ 

 

Comments or suggestions:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
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