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Coming Attractions 
 

ILA Annual Meeting:  Saturday, July 5, 9:00 a.m. 
The annual meeting will be held in the Town of Sugar Camp Fire Department class-
room off Camp 4 Road just west of Highway 17.. 

 

Social Event:  Date to be determined (probably in August) 
 

Voluntary Northwoods Lights Out:   
 - June 27-29 (For fireflies, nighttime pollinators, and bats) 
 - August 22-24 (For bats and stargazing, including the Perseid meteor shower) 

                                (Note:  peak of meteor shower is August 12) 

ñA Jewel of a Lakeò 

THE PURPOSE OF THE ILA IS TO MAINTAIN THE WATER        
QUALITY OF THE LAKE TO: 

¶ ENHANCE OUR ENJOYMENT OF THE AREA 

¶ MAINTAIN OUR PROPERY VALUES 

¶ HELP THE ENVIRONMENT. 

 

PLEASE CHOOSE TO BE A MEMBER (SEE BACK PAGE). 

Note:  if you are reading a black and white version of this newsletter, go to our website or your emails for color pictures. 



A Message from Indian Lake Association 
President Mike McCarthy 

Page  2 

Welcome Summer! 
 

We had a good meeting over the Memorial Day weekend.  Just over 20 folks joined in, with plenty of new faces, as well 
as offers to volunteer.  The Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, July 5th, in the Sugar Camp Fire Department 
classroom at 9:00 am.  There will be a vote for some board positions ï looking for volunteers here, too. 

 

Joe Smogor coordinates the Clean Boats Clean Waters crew that monitors the boat landing over the 4th and Labor Day.  
Looking for volunteers.  This is a great way to meet your neighbors while making sure no one is dragging a bunch of 
weeds into Indian Lake.  It is a pretty easy process, and I think you will find it enjoyable. 

 

Speaking of invasives, there have been sightings of Chinese Mystery Snails on the NE side of the lake.  A small bit of 
sleuthing shows that Wisconsin considers them ñregulated/invasiveò.  The WI DNR site has a small amount of infor-
mation about these snails, but they do have a list of known lakes where they have been observed.  Indian Lake went on 
that list in 2010 when they were found at the boat landing.  They grow to about 2-3 inches in length, olive colored with 

spiral banding.  If you are interested, search Chinese Mystery Snail/ Minnesota DNR .  They have an excellent descrip-
tion. 

 

Lastly, as the summer starts, let us talk safety.  The first step in operating anything safely is to just be thinking about be-
ing safe.  Unfortunately, accidents on lakes do happen, and they can be tragic.  Whether it is powerboating, swimming, 
kayaking, or having a campfire, make sure you have the correct equipment, know how to use it, and most importantly, 
approach a great day on the lake with a safe attitude! 



As a courtesy to Indian Lake boaters, lake resident Tim Michel marked the map below to show rocky areas, etc.  As usual, 
the top of the map is north.  Rocky areas are marked ñXXX.ò 

Lake Hazards  

 

Page 3 



 
Donôt Let Sugar Camp become the next Pacific Palisades!   

Only YOU Can Prevent Wildfiresðin Sugar Camp! 

 

 

Northern Wisconsin is dry and remains in a moderate fire danger, putting all of us in jeopardy.    

You can check daily burning restrictions before burning by calling 1-888-WIS-BURN or visiting WisBurn. 

 

The Department of Natural Resources requires burn permits in our part of the state to conduct legal and safe burning 

outdoors.  These permits are FREE and required year-round for all open burning.  The permits are available online, by 

phone, or in person.  Permits expire at the end of the calendar year. 

 

Online: Visit Wisconsin Burning Permits 

By phone: Call 1-888-947-2876 from 7AM to 10PM daily 

In person: Visit County Clerkôs Office or Emergency Fire Warden 

 

Burning Restrictions: 

¶ Check daily burning restrictions before burning by calling 1-888-WIS-BURN or visiting WisBurn. 

¶ Burning is often restricted to late afternoon or evening to reduce fire escape risk. 

¶ Fires must be completely out by midnight. 

¶ Permit holders must comply with all permit conditions and take precautions to prevent the fire from escaping. 

 

Campfires and Cooking Fires: 

 

¶ Permits are not required for campfires, cooking fires, or recreational fires if windspeeds are below 10 mph. 

¶ Fires must be less than 5 ft. in diameter and confined by a fire ring, barrel, or fire pit. 

 

Liability 

 

¶ The person lighting the fire must have a valid permit 
and present it to law enforcement or firefighters if 
requested. 

 

¶ If a fire escapes and starts a wildfire, the person who 
lit the fire is liable for suppression costs and any dam-
ages. 

 

Donôt put yourself, your property, or others in danger.    
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Indian Lake Water Quality 

The Wisconsin Citizen Lake Monitoring Network (formally called ñSelf-Help Lake Monitoringò) began in 1986.  Today 
more than 1,100 volunteer citizens statewide are collecting water quality data for more than 850 Wisconsin lakes.  

 

Volunteer lake monitoring is an excellent way to learn about the water quality of a lake, and to observe and record any 
long-term changes to the overall health of a lake.  Wisconsin relies on lake volunteers to be the stewards of water quality.  

 

Tasks performed by the Citizen Lake Monitoring Network can include measuring water clarity with a 
Secchi disk, and water chemistry monitoring including:  temperature, dissolved oxygen, phosphorus, 
and chlorophyll. 

 

The Indian Lake community has been very fortunate to have volunteer water monitors since 1986.  
Marty and Joyce Haavisto measured water clarity with a Secchi disk, and made general lake observa-
tions from 1986-2001.  In 2007 Joe Smogor was trained and started with the Secchi disk measures.  In 
the spring of 2014 Dave Noel was included for the water chemistry protocols including temperature, 
dissolved oxygen, phosphorus, and chlorophyll.  Currently, along with Joe Smogor, Mike McCarthy, 
Bob Eicher, and Dennis Gill collect samples and participate in the chemistry protocols.  

 

The water chemistry data is collected monthly from ice-out through September.  All of this data can help to provide a 
good picture of the relative health of Indian Lake over time.  The Citizen Lake Monitoring Network is a key component of 
our Indian Lake Management Plan.  You can view the Indian Lake citizen volunteer data at the following link: 

                  https://dnr -wisconsin.shinyapps.io/WaterExplorer/?stationid=443043 

 
Looking back at the water quality data collected in the past, and continuing up to the present, the overall water quality 
of Indian Lake continues to be good, when it is compared to similar lakes in northern Wisconsin.  The trend lines for 
the specific chemical measures are all positive. 

Wisconsin Citizen Lake Monitoring by Joe Smogor 

Aquatic Invasive Species Monitoring 

Indian Lake has been lucky so far in that, contrary to some lakes, it has not been seriously infested by any aquatic inva-
sive species.  If it were, it would affect the health of the lake, our enjoyment of the lake and our property values.   

 

One way you can help keep Indian Lake free of AIS is to participate in the Citizens Aquatic Invasive Monitor program.  

All you have to do is go out onto the lake around your house (or elsewhere) sometime in mid to late June and look for 
anything that might be an invasive species.  If you see anything, take a picture of it and put a sample of it in a plastic bag 
with water, noting the date and location where it was found.  Then give the sample to Joe Smogor or take it directly to 
the DNR at its office near the Rhinelander paper mill. 

 

On the following page are pictures of some invasive species. 
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We Need Your Help:  Clean Boats, Clean Waters is back for 2025 

 

It is that time of year again when people in blue shirts start to appear at boat landings to inspect boats 
and trailers for any evidence of aquatic plants.  These dedicated volunteers are a part of the Clean 
Boats Clean Waters (CBCW) program.  CBCW is citizen involvement in watercraft inspections and 
monitoring for invasive species.  It increases public awareness about the potential impacts of aquatic 
invasive species.  Volunteers serve to inform and educate the public about how people can help pre-
vent the spread of invasives by inspecting their watercraft and removing aquatic plants and animals 
from their boats and equipment before leaving an access site. 

 

Please consider becoming a volunteer member of our Indian Lake Clean Boats Clean Waters group.  We need some 
new boat inspectors to help with this task.   We have had a core group of volunteers inspecting boats on Indian Lake 
for many years, but I would like to encourage more people to join in this effort.  It is a great way to meet new neighbors 
on the lake and to help prevent the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).  If you would like more information, or 
you would like to see how the program works, please contact Joe Smogor at 715-272-2030, or joesmogor@gmail.com. 

The following link has information about the CBCW program: 

https://www3.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources.aspx#videos 

By Joe Smogor 

 

Indian Lake Shore and Watershed Clean-up 

Finally, if you would like to help clean-up the Indian Lake shore and watershed area, please report the work you did, the 
day(s) you did it, and the hours you spent doing it to Mike McCarthy.  He will keep a log of service hours performed by 
lake residents to support information provided to the DNR. 
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Lake resident Joy Smogor recommends 
the book to the left as a superior re-
source for lake property owners.  It can 
be ordered by  going to Lakeplants 
@yahoo.com. 



Pioneer Park in Rhinelander (by Roger Ziff) 

Last year I visited the museums at Pioneer Park in Rhinelander for the first time.  I highly recommend them.  Pioneer 
Park is a large park located a few blocks southeast of downtown Rhinelander. 

 

There are several small museums in a cluster, including Redôs Sawmill, the Rural Schoolhouse Museum, the Civilian Con-
servation Corps Museum, the Rhinelander Fire Equipment Museum, Dukeôs Outdoor Motor and Boat Museum, the 
Rhinelander Logging Museum, and the Rhinelander Railroad Museum. 

 

One of the highlights for me was in the basement of the railroad depot.  It contains a large model railroad replica of his-
toric Rhinelander   I also liked the taxidermied hodags and a woodcarving of two elderly men sitting on a bench. 
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