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Coming Attractions 
 

ILA Annual Meeting:  Saturday, July 6, 9:00 a.m. 
The annual meeting will be held in the Town of Sugar Camp Fire Department class-
room off Camp 4 Road just west of Highway 17.. 

 

Social Event:  Date to be determined (probably in August) 
 
Search for Aquatic Invasive Species in Indian Lake:  Date to be de-
termined. 
 

Voluntary Northwoods Lights Out:  August 2-4  (to see the stars) 

ñA Jewel of a Lakeò 

THE PURPOSE OF THE ILA IS TO MAINTAIN THE WATER        
QUALITY OF THE LAKE TO: 

¶ MAINTAIN OUR PROPERTY VALUES 

¶ ENHANCE OUR ENJOYMENT OF THE AREA 

¶ HELP THE ENVIRONMENT. 

 

PLEASE CHOOSE TO BE A MEMBER (SEE BACK PAGE). 

Note:  if you are reading a black and white version of this newsletter, go to our website or your emails for color pictures. 



A Message from Indian Lake Association 
President Joe Smogor 
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Now You See Ité 
 

Welcome back to all of the people who spent the winter in warmer places.  The winter and the 

spring around here were certainly unusual.  You might even call some things observed an 

anomalyð-something that deviates from what is standard, normal, or expected. 

 

The snowmobile trails never opened due to lack of snow.  The ice was out on Indian Lake very 

early on March 14, then iced over again March 21, until finally, the ice went out for good on 

April 9.  Loons were heard and observed soon after that.  A full solar eclipse took place on April 

8, and the northern lights appeared frequently during mid-May.  The first hummingbirds were 

back May 5, about a week earlier than normal.  Secchi disk readings of the water clarity on the 

lake were measured at 18 feet, about 6-8 feet deeper than normal.  A young moose was 

observed and caught on camera near Tower Road and Indian Lake Road. 

 

Will there be more anomalies or other unexpected events in the near future?  I donôt know, 

but our perceptions of what we think is normal might need to shift.  If you were to ask any long- 

time resident of Indian Lake, ñHow big is your lake?ò they would probably respond 397 acres. 

That number as been the standard listed on lake maps and DNR publications.  But, that too has 

changed to 357 acres.  In 2014, when Onterra LLC and the Indian Lake Association published our 

Comprehensive Management Plan, the size of the lake surface water was listed as 357 acres. 

Newer technology was used and the lake surface area was reduced.  The DNR and other 

sources online have the size of Indian Lake listed as 354, 357, and 397 acres.   

 

What we do know for sure is as our lake 
ages, the surface area acreage will contin-
ue to get smaller due to eutrophication, 
the natural process of biological enrich-
ment of the water.  Sediment and 

organic material will slowly fill in the lake.   

Ten thousand years from now Indian 
Lake as we know it might be gone.  

 

See you on the water. 



Local Moose 
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From Curt Rollman (Curtis Rollman@Wisconsin.gov) : 

 

For starters, it is rare to see a moose in our area but certainly not un-heard of.  I would say on average we get 1-3 differ-
ent moose sighted in our area a year.  The most common area is east of Rhinelander in the Monico area.  We also have 
had consistent cow and calf sightings north of us in northern Vilas and Iron County.  So essentially for the past few dec-
ades we always have had a low level of moose in the area and that hasnôt seemed to change much.  It does sound like the 
moose population in Upper Michigan is doing better and as that grows, I would expect our sightings to increase to some 
extent.   

 

There are many reasons why moose are struggling in the lower 48 but in our case one reason is the interaction with 
deer.  Stick with me, cause this is a bit weird.   A portion of the deer population live with a óbrain wormô with no ill ef-
fect.  The worm then has eggs which get into the digestive track of the deer.  These eggs then get deposited in the deer 
scat.  Then, if a snail/slug, goes onto the scat, the larvae get onto the snail/slug.  Then said snail/slug goes about its usu-
al business going onto vegetation etc.  Now if a moose eats said vegetation then it accidently ingests the snail/slug.  
Once that occurs the larvae go to the brain of the moose, but since the larvae are adapted to deer biology they essentially 
take a ówrong turnô (non scientific term) and impact the moose.  This essentially compromises the moose enough that it 
dies.   

 

So obviously this interaction isnôt a guarantee but it occurs enough that basically if there is a presence of deer around in 
an area it occurs enough to impact moose populations.  - Curt Rollman 

Editorôs note:  On or about May 9 a moose was sighted in the area between Indian Lake and Sugar Camp Lake. 

See picture below.  No one I talked to could remember seeing a moose around Indian Lake before.  So, I wrote to Curt 
Rollman, the local DNR wildlife biology in Rhinelander and asked if he knew why there would be one this year.  His 
answer is shown below.       PS:   a small squirrel was seen in the area the same day. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð



Volunteers Needed for Clean Boats, Clean Waters On July 3-8 
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We need more volunteers to help with the AIS Clean Boats, Clean Waters inspection program at the boat landing.  We 
have had a core group of volunteers checking boats at the landing for the last 10 years, but I would like to encourage 
more people to join in this effort.  We need some new boat inspectors to help with this task.  It is a great way to meet 
neighbors on the lake and to help prevent the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species.   

 

If you are wondering what it takes to be a Clean Boats, Clean Waters volunteer, I encourage you to join one of our volun-
teers at the boat landing for some hands-on training. We always try to have our experienced CBCW volunteers working 
with the new people.  We need your help to continue these important programs. 

 

 The following link to the CBCW website includes videos and other training resources.   

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources.aspx 

Please consider joining the other volunteers for these citizen science programs.  If you need more  

information, or if you have questions please contact me.  -  Joe Smogor 715-272-2030  joesmogor@gmail.com 

We are also looking for volunteers to participate with the AIS sampling committee.  Citizen Aquatic Invasive Monitors 
will go out into the lake and look for any suspected invasive species.  It may be as simple as walking out from your shore 
and looking for anything out of the ordinary.  Dates, locations and other information about this new monitoring pro-
gram will be forthcoming.  If you are interested in helping, email Joe Smogor at joesmogor@gmail.com. 

Volunteers Also Needed for Citizen Aquatic Invasive Species Monitoring 

Status of Wake Boats/Wake Boards Restrictions 

There has been a lot of discussion around the region, state and country about wake boats/wake boards and the damage 
they do to lake and lake shores, especially if operated too close to land.  Thus far, there are no statewide restrictions in 
Wisconsin, or locally in Sugar Camp township.  

 

However, there are new restrictions in Newbold Township which is adjacent to Sugar Camp township on our west, and in 
Winchester township in Vilas County.  These restrictions tend to require wake boating to be a certain number of feet 
away from shore.   

 

Your Association will continue to monitor these regulations and notify you if any should apply.  In the meantime, as prop-
erty owners on the lake, it is in your self interest not to damage the lake, if you choose to wake boat on it. 

 

 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources.aspx


Who are the Creatures in Your Neighborhood? 
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Fox submitted by Patrick and Ann Girardi on 
Indian Lake Road this past winter. 

Bear visiting Dennis and Jan Gill on Arbu-
tus Drive on May 21. 

Remains of a northern pike found by 
Kathy Berendt when the ice went out 
this spring (bones identified by fish staff 
at DNR). 

Eagle stopped by Bob and Sue 
Ann Eicherôs yard in May. 



Wisconsin Anglers:  Get the Lead Out! 

Page  6 

Lead fishing tackle kills loons, eagles, swans, turtles, and other aquatic wildlife 
dependent on Wisconsinôs lakes, rivers, and streams each year.  All it takes is 
one lead sinker to kill a loon. 

 

What else can you use?  Some sinkers and jigs are now made from non-
poisonous materials such as: Steel, tin, tungsten, bismuth, ceramic, densified 
plastic, and glass.  These alternatives are simple to find and order on the Inter-
net, and can also be found in some bait and tackle shops.  Switching to non-lead 
tackle is an inexpensive and easy way to make a difference. 

 

What will a change cost you? 

Non-lead tackle is generally only pennies more 

than lead equivalents. Price comparisons show 

that steel tends to be even cheaper than lead. 

 

What else can you do? 

 -  Dispose of your lead tackle properly ï do not throw it in a lake or trash can. Take it to your local household hazardous 
waste collection site or a scrap metal collector/recycler. 

  -  Spread the word ï tell others about the hazards of lead to wildlife and people.  Encourage the switch to non-lead sink-
ers and jigs. 

  -  Ask your favorite bait/tackle shop to carry lead alternative fishing tackle. 

  -  Use nonlead ammunition for hunting      (Submitted by Shirley Noonan). 
 

 Lead Tin Steel 

#3/0 Reusable Split Shot           $0.03 $0.04 $0.04 

#1/8 oz. Painted Jighead            $0.40 $0.51 $0.25 

 

No Fishing Line Left Behind! 

One of our fellow Indian Lake residents recently took a picture of a fishing 
line that was left behind (worm was still alive) on a tree off their property.   

 

It was easy to release from the branch, but unfortunately, whoever left it there 
didn't want to take the time to release it.  

 

They wanted to remind everyone that taking your fishing line with you keeps 
wildlife as safe as can be, as least from human error. 

 



ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð

Elaine Freundôs Recipes 
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Elaine Freund used to own property on the south side of Indian Lake.  Thirty years ago, in 1994, she was featured in a 
Rhinelander newspaper because of her recipes.  Courtesy of Al Albee, shown below are a picture of Elaine and two of 
those recipes. 

Cheesecake with Cherry Topping 
 

Graham Cracker Crust: 

  1/3 cup butter or margarine 

Cranberry Salad 
 

2 cups raw cranberries, chopped in blender 

2 pkgs, cherry Jell-O 

2 cups water 

1 cup orange juice 

1 cup pineapple tidbits 

1/2 cup nuts 

1/2 cup sugar 

1 cup celery 

 

Boil water and dissolve Jell-O.  Add orange juice and cool.  
Add other ingredients and pour into mold. 

The newspaper article also included three other recipes: 

(1) ChickenðalaðKing Casserole, (2) Kidney Bean Salad, and (3) 
Lasagna.  If you would like any of these recipes, please email 
rogerziff@gmail.com and I will send them to you. 
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Marshfield Clinic Research Institute Looking for Citizens to Collect Ticks 

 

Ticks might be one of peopleôs least favorite creatures. If you find a tick on yourself or your pet, the first reaction may be to 
squish it or flush it down the toilet, but that tick could help researchers learn more about the parasitic arachnid and its po-
tential to carry disease. 

Scientists at Marshfield Clinic Research Institute are asking the public to submit ticks for a research study called the Tick 
Inventory via Citizen Science (TICS). The study is surveying the distribution of tick species in our area, including any new, 
invasive ticks that may be moving into Wisconsin. They will also identify the microbes carried by each tick, including patho-
gens that may cause diseases, such as Lyme disease, anaplasmosis, and babesiosis, and non-pathogenic microbes that may 
contribute to a tickôs likelihood of carrying disease. 

ñTicks are moving into new areas as the environment changes,ò said Alexandra Linz, MCRI associate research scientist. 
ñThis is an opportunity for Wisconsinites to act as citizen scientists and help us learn about ticks and their diseases, which 
can potentially help us better inform on disease prevention and early detection as well as develop improved diagnostic tools 
and treatments.ò 

The first phase of this survey is targeting the Marshfield area (editorôs note: including Sugar Camp). 
For more information, or to request a kit be sent to you, contact tics@marshfieldclinic.org, 1-715-389-7796 (extension 
16462). Ticks can also be submitted by picking up a pre-paid collection kit from: 

¶ Stanton W. Mead Education and Visitor Center at Mead Wildlife, S2148 County Hwy S, Milladore 

¶ Castlerock Veterinary Hospital, 1214 S. Oak Ave, Marshfield 

¶ Rib Mountain State Park, 149801 State Park Road, Rib Mountain 

 
Once the tick, dead or alive, has been placed in the collection kit, just drop it in the mail to submit. Any tick found on peo-
ple or pets is appreciated. The study will expand this summer to other parts of the state with collection kits located at addi-
tional parks, hiking trails, and veterinary clinics. 

Each kit will come with a unique identification number that people can use to look up, via an online dashboard, the species 
of ticks they contributed. 

The Research Institute has long studied ticks and tick-borne diseases, including: 

¶ Improved and rapid diagnostic test evaluation in partnership with industry sponsors. 

¶ Examining and developing a deeper understanding of post-treatment Lyme disease syndrome. 

¶ Evaluation of occupation risks for tick-borne illnesses. 

¶ Exploring changes in land use and its impact on the risk of tick-borne infection exposures. 

¶ Enrolling participants in a national effort to collect samples to improve early Lyme disease diagnosis and treatment. 

From Marshfield Clinic Research Institute websiteðdated 4-9-24 

mailto:tics@marshfieldclinic.org


A Short Early History of Sugar Camp  
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ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Editorôs note:  I have become aware of two histories of the Town of Sugar Camp in my 15 summers up here.  The first 
was a very well documented short book by Kurt Kortenhof called ñSugar Camp 1891ð1941ò published around 1993. 

The second was a chapter in a book called ñOneida County 1887ð1987ò which was a County Centennial publication  
that included a chapter on each Township in the County.  The chapter on Sugar Camp was written by  Irene Thorn. 

The paragraphs below are based on information in these two publications and information found on the internet.             
-  Roger Ziff 

     Two hundred years ago the only residents of the Sugar Camp area were native Americans, and the predominant tribe 
was the Ojibwe (Chippewa).  They lived in different places around the area including on the west side of Indian Lake in 
wigwams. 

     In the summers, they hunted, fished, and traded.  In the fall, they also collected wild rice.  In the winter, they lived off 
food saved from the summer and did some hunting.  In the spring, they trapped, fished, and collected maple syrup, which 
they later boiled down to make sugar.  

     After Rhinelander was settled in the latter 1800s, the inhabitants of Rhinelander would travel up to our area to buy the 
sugar and referred to the area as Sugar Camp. 

     In 1919, the flu epidemic hit the Ojibwe natives especially hard.  During that period, the Ojibwe lived in frame struc-
tures, but still had dirt floors. 

     In the 1920s and 1930s, the remaining Ojibwe moved to the Lac du Flambeau reservation near Woodruff and 
Minocqua. 

     The arrival of white settlers to the area was tied to the logging industry and the expansion of railroads.  Initially in Wis-
consin, logs were primarily transported down rivers, thus delaying the trees in Sugar Camp from being cut.  However, with 
the growth of railroad systems, the whole area became a source of lumber.   

     The first white settler to the area came in 1891.  The Sugar Camp area was initially called Robbins, named after Frank 
Robbins, an early prominent lumberman.  By 1899, it was a separate township.   

     Many of the initial settlers to the area came from Poland and were Catholic.  Most of these settlers initially worked in 
the logging industry, but then bought farms and became farmers.  The Polish Catholic ethnic background of much of the 
population of Sugar Camp continues to this day. 

Ojibwe tribe 
members at their 
settlement near 
Indian Lake. 



Poem 
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Song of the Queen Bee 
by E. B. White 

(ñThe Breeding of the bee,ò says a United States Department of Agriculture bulletin 
on artificial insemination, ñhas always been handicapped by the fact that the queen 
mates in the air with whatever drone she encounters.ò) 

When the air is wine and the wind is free 
And the morning sits on the lovely lea 
And sunlight ripples on every tree, 
Then love-in-the-air is the thing for með 
Iôm a bee, 
Iôm a ravishing, rollicking, young queen bee, 
Thatôs me 

I wish to state that I think itôs great, 
Oh, itôs simply rare in the upper air, 
Itôs the place to pair 
With a bee. 
Let old geneticists plot and plan, 
Theyôre stuffy people, to a man; 
Let gossips whisper behind their fan. 
(Oh, she does? 
Buzz, buzz, buzz!) 

My nuptial flight is sheer delight; 
Iôm a giddy girl who likes to swirl, 
To fly and soar 
And fly some more, 
Iôm a bee. 
And I wish to state that Iôll always mate 
With whatever drone I encounter. 

Thereôs a kind of a wild and glad elation 
In the natural way of insemination; 
Who thinks that love is a handicap 
Is a fuddydud and a common sap, 
For I am a queen and I am a bee, 
Iôm devil-may-care and Iôm fancy free, 
The test tube doesnôt appeal to me, 
Not me, 
Iôm a bee. 
And Iôm here to state that Iôll always mate 
With whatever drone I encounter. 

Let mares and cows, by calculating, 
Improve themselves with loveless mating, 
Let groundlings breed in the modern fashion, 
Iôll stick to the air and the grand old passion; 
I may be small and Iôm just a bee 
But I wonôt have Science improving me, 
Not me, 
Iôm a bee. 
On a day thatôs fair with a wind thatôs free, 
Any old drone is the lad for me. 

I have no flair for love moderne, 
Itôs far too studied, far too stern, 
Iôm just a beeðIôm wild, Iôm free 
Thatôs me 

I canôt afford to be too choosy; 
In every queen thereôs a touch of floozy; 
And itôs simply rare 
In the upper air 
And I wish to state 
That Iôll always mate 
With whatever drone I encounter. 

Man is a fool for the latest movement, 
He broods and broods on race improvement; 
What boots it to improve a bee 
If it means the end of ecstasy? 
(He ought to be there 
On a day thatôs fair, 
Oh, itôs simply rare 
For a bee.) 

Manôs so wise he is growing foolish, 
Some of his schemes are downright ghoulish; 
He owns a bomb thatôll end creation 
And he wants to change the sex relation, 
He thinks that love is a handicap, 
Heôs a fuddydud, heôs a simple sap; 
Man is a meddler, manôs a boob, 
He looks for love in the depths of a tube, 
His restless mind is forever ranging, 
He thinks heôs advancing as long as heôs changing, 
He cracks the atom, he racks his skull, 
Man is meddlesome, man is dull, 
Man is busy instead of idle, 
Man is alarmingly suicidal, 
Me, Iôm a bee. 

I am a bee and I simple love it, 
I am a bee and Iôm darned glad of it, 
I am a bee, I know about love: 
You go upstairs, you go above, 
You do not pause to dine or sup, 
The sky wonôt waitðitôs a long trip up; 
You rise, you soar, you take the blue, 
Itôs you and me, kid, me and you, 
Itôs everything, itôs the nearest drone, 
Itôs never a thing you find alone. 
Iôm a bee, 
Iôm free. 

If any old farmer can keep and hive me, 
Then any old drone may catch and wive me; 
Iôm sorry for creatures who cannot pair 
On a gorgeous day in the upper air, 
Iôm sorry for cows who have to boast 
Of affairs theyôve had by parcel post, 
Iôm sorry for the man with his plots and guile, 
His test-tube manner, his test-tube smile; 
Iôll multiply and Iôll increase 
As I always haveðby mere caprice; 
For I am a queen and Iôm a bee, 
Iôm devil-may-care and Iôm fancy free, 
Love-in-the-air is the thing for me, 
Oh, itôs simply rare 
In the beautiful air, 
And I wish to state 
That Iôll always mate 
With whatever drone I encounter. 



Indian Lake Math and Logic 
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Last issueôs puzzles and solutions: 

100 pennies are on a table.  Ninety of them are 
heads.  With your eyes closed, how can you sep-
arate all the coins into two groups so that each 
group has the same number of tails? 

 

Solution:   

 

Take any 10 pennies, set them aside and turn 
them over.  They are group 1.  The rest of the 
pennies are group 2.  Open your eyes, and you 
will see that both groups have the same number 
of tails. 

Not so easy: 
After more global warming, there were only three species of fish left in Indian Lake. 

All but 30 were bluegills, all but 40 were bass, and all but 50 were northern pike. 

How many northern pike were in the lake? 

 

 

 

Easier: 
How many cubic inches of dirt are there in a hole that is one foot deep, two feet wide and six feet long? 


