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Coming Attractions 

 

ILA Annual Meeting:  Saturday, July 1, 9:00 a.m. 
The annual meeting will be held in the Town of Sugar Camp Fire Department class-
room off Camp 4 Road just west of Highway 17.. 

 

Northwoods Lights Out #1 (Firefly Watch):  June 17-18 (see page 7) 
 

Northwoods Lights Out #2 (Meteor Watch):  August 12-13 (see 
page 7) 

Indian Lake Association 
 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve 
and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quality, fishery, 
boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreational facility for 
today and for future generations. 

 

Website:   www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 
 
Reminder:  Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20.00 for the 2023-24 fis-
cal year.  See Membership Form on the last page. 

“A Jewel of a Lake” 

Membership Dues  
Remember to submit your $20 dues for the year.  Thank you for helping to maintain 
our pristine Indian Lake! 



A Message from Indian Lake Association 
President Joe Smogor 
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                                                         Back On The Water     
 

It was a long winter, with record setting snow in the Northwoods, but we finally have  

some signs that the summer season is near.  Our early spring had a few days of sunshine, 

followed by weeks of cloudy and cool weather.  The ice finally left the lake on May 1, and soon 

after that loons were observed on the water.  It is now mid-May, the leaves are out, spring 

peepers are calling out from the wetlands, there are insects in the air, and the lake water level 

is high.  The high water presents some challenges for lakefront property owners as they try to 

get their piers back into the water.  Higher lake levels can also increase the potential damage to 

boats, piers, and loon nesting sites, from wakes created by boats traveling too fast, or too close 

to the shoreline.  Please be aware of the wake you create as you move on the lake. 

 

We do have some new neighbors who have moved in since last summer, along with some new 

boats and boat lifts.  New boats don’t necessarily mean new drivers, but even switching the type 

of boat you drive takes a little practice.  Here ae some boating tips for safety from Lenny 

Rudow, a marine journalist and past president of Boating Writers International. 

When learning how to drive a boat follow these 10 steps: 

 

1. Always maintain a good lookout of your surroundings. 

2. When in doubt, slow down.  Slow is pro! 

3. Never operate a boat while under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

4. When driving in tight spaces to maneuver up to a dock or slip, shift into neutral for more 

precise handling. 

5. Understand how to properly trim a boat to improve efficiency and performance. 

6. When approaching a large wave or wake, navigate towards the wake at a 45-degree angle. 

7. When on plane, make slow and steady steering adjustments. 

8. When on plane, avoid fast, sudden changes to the throttle. 

9. Study the ‘rules of the road’ before even leaving the dock. 

10. Always take into account weather and external environment factors like wind, waves and 

current. 

 
See you on the water. 



The Zimmer Cabin on Indian Lake 
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One of the oldest cabins on Indian Lake was originally built by the Rhinelander Paper Company in the 1940’s and was 
used as a fishing camp for entertaining customers.  

 

This is how it came to be the Zimmer cabin.   

 

The Rhinelander Paper Company (founded in Rhinelander in 1903) initially had a mill to manufacture its own pulp, 
and it also used its pulp to manufacture paper.  In the beginning, the company produced newsprint, but that business 
had little added value, was standardized, cut-throat, and therefore not profitable.  So, after a few years, management con-
centrated on making wrapping paper and glassine (an early form of wax paper).   

 

To ensure a dependable source of supply for the future, it purchased extensive tracts of timber in the area, believing it 
would stand in good stead as pulpwood become exhausted.  That land included almost the entire area off Ripco Road 
(Ripco being an acronym for Rhinelander Paper Company.)  As good timber management requires, several fire lanes 
crisscrossed the area, and one of them led to a cabin on Indian Lake.   

 

From the 1950’s and well into the 70’s, Zimmer Paper Products (founded in Indianapolis in 1930) purchased glassine as 
a raw material from Rhinelander Paper.  ZPP would print the glassine to produce the “Tamper Evident” inner-seals for 
Tang, Nescafe, Carnation, and many of the household names of the times.  During the late ‘60’s and early '70’s, ZPP 
also purchased specialty densified papers (similar to glassine) from Rhinelander for further processing to manufacture 
silicone coated release liners for their sophisticated pressure sensitive and release liner business. 

 

As a customer, our father was up in Rhinelander from time to time, and this is how he, Karl Zimmer, Jr., first set eyes on 
the cabin on Indian Lake.  When the pulp mill was closed in the ‘70’s and there was no longer direct benefit in owning 
so much land, St. Regis Paper Company, which had purchased Rhinelander Paper in 1956, decided to sell the cabin and 
a portion of the land off Arbutus (known as the First Development). Initially, the family drove up to stake out the vari-
ous plots, and our mother Barbara especially was keen on developing the land at the top of the ‘peninsula’ (now Stone-
crest Point).  My parents had their eye on three plots with the intention of building a family compound.  But since we 
two older kids were already in college and making our own plans, that idea became unrealistic.  Instead, Karl and Barba-
ra purchased the cabin from St. Regis in 1976.   

Authored by Kaa Zimmer.  Reviewed and proofed by Karl Zimmer III 



Zimmer Cabin on the Lake (continued) 
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Our father kept a visitor logbook, and the first entry happens to regard my visit to the cabin in November of 1976, after I 
had moved to Holland.  The cabin is not winterized, and it had been snowing and sleeting all the way up from Stevens 
Point where we had spent the night.  What I remember most is my father and I, each wrapped in blankets, sitting in front 
of a roaring fire, drinking Wild Turkey.   

 

The logbook started out as an enumeration of when we came up and left again, what work was done on the cabin, who 
came to visit, and -especially- where we went to eat and drink.  It evolved into an account of daily doings at the cabin, and 
when Karl started staying alone, it became a personal journal of sorts.   

 

Recurring throughout are the Pollacks (Chuck and later Roy, his son).  They prepared the cabin in the Spring by turning 
on the utilities, making sure the chimney was clean, getting the pier installed, etc.  They also did almost all the work on 
the cabin in the nearly 50 years that we owned it.  They made a new pier, new outside lights, a new culvert on the drive, 
new roofing, new paneling, a new window, a new door and more than once the cabin was painted.  They also did a “final” 
check-up on closing the cabin for the winter.   

 

I say a “final” check-up, because legendary are the “closing up” weekends when Karl would drive up in October with his 
two buddies (Bill and Tom) from the office.  First, they would go shopping.  There is mention of House of Spirits and Ci-
rilli’s Grocery Store (now the building is Slumberland Furniture), and later they would go to Trigs.  Shopping included 
the Rhinelander Pub and on the way home, Idlewild (the building is still there, but privately held).  For dinner Bill would 
be at the barbeque pit grilling their Porterhouses (!):  black on the outside and red on the inside.  And then maybe they 
would pay a visit to one of the ‘watering holes’ on N 17.  But it must be said, they did get the pier and the boats in and 
cover the chimney.  Much later, after Bill passed, Karl and Barbara would come up with Tom and Sue to close the cabin, 
and although the ‘girls’ were good sports, those weekends would be slightly more subdued. 
 



Zimmer cabin on the Lake (continued) 
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Almost every year my parents would come up for R&R for two or 
three weeks in July.  Dad would take his morning dip to the south of 
the pier, and after breakfast they might compete at a game of soli-
taire. There was the one beer at 11 a.m.  After lunch Dad might sail 
his dinghy, “Zimwhit,” the Snark with the Kool cigarette name on 
the sail.  He sailed even in early October. 

 

Later he would sail in “Fatty Knees,” a Trinka 12, but she capsized 
easily, to which many lake residents can attest!  They would go shop-
ping in Eagle River, and while the laundry tumbled at Seifert’s Laun-
dromat, they would pick up a few necessities at Trig’s or Bonson’s 
(now Pick ‘n Save) and stop at Ace (Karl loved hardware stores and 
always came home with something very handy and absolutely neces-
sary.)   

 

They would read a lot (one log entry reads: “books and 
cards.”)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mom would “oar” out in the aluminum 
boat around the ‘peninsula,’ and after din-
ner Dad would join her, both with an after
-dinner coffee spiked with brandy.  Some-
times they would just sit out at the top of 
the steps that lead down to the water, with 
eagles, loons, heron, otters, and hummers 
all coming by to visit.  And a bear! 

 

In the evenings they would watch the 
thunderstorms and the sunsets from the 
picture window.  



Zimmer cabin on the Lake (concluded) 

Other times they would invite friends over for drinks and 
then take them out to dinner, which was reciprocated of 
course, so there was a lot of socializing.  They were regulars 
at Mary’s South 17/Fleur’s/Shady Sue’s (and often stopped 
there to have dinner after driving 8 hours from Indianapo-
lis).  The log mentions other dinners at the Pub & Prime, 
Giese’s, Golden Pines, Baertschy’s (Williams’s Pine Gables 
Supper Club), the Gasthaus, Chanticleer, The Bear’s Den, 
the Black Bear, Kennedy’s Sugar Mill (originally Bronkallas 
and after many iterations now Moondance), the Orchard, 
and of course the White Stag (often!).  The log also makes 
mention of (liquid) lunches at Top Hat, Runnings, Burr 
Valley, the Rusty Nail, Schneiders… also for night caps (Dr. 
McGillicuddy’s peppermint schnapps!).   And for breakfast 
they frequented The Cookery (then Laura’s café, and now 
DeeDee’s Diner). 

  

Although in 1983 the log still records walking the (undeveloped) 
peninsula, the first sign of any building going on is in July of 
1984, when the log notes: “Greeted by Greg Bujalski.”  Greg had 
brought a camper down near the property line and was building 
his own house!  The first mention of other new neighbors is 10 
years later, when the Tillman’s (Ray  and Nancy) moved into their 
new house just north. 

 

After 2002 there is a break in their routine.  My mother would 
come up for several days and then fly back to Indianapolis, while 
my father would stay longer, absorbed in his writing.  He wrote an 
account of his years selling American books in Europe called 
“Spreading the Word,” a detective called “Dangerous Cargo,” and 
several short stories, some of which are included in his anthology 
“Ten Worldly Tales.”  Although he spent a large amount of time 
alone and was lonely from time to time, he developed a routine 
that suited his temperament.  After a swim and a hearty breakfast, 
he would sit at his desk writing.  In the afternoon, if not feeling 
creative, he might do a few chores, run errands, or read.   

 

The cabin was left uninhabited (“at least with regard to bipeds”) 
in 2010.  Barbara passed that year, and Karl felt Barbara’s absence 
keenly.   But he did okay, living the solitary life, and decided to 
spend four months a year at the lake.  One chore that needed do-

ing if he was going to stay that long at a stretch was driving a new well.  This much improved the quality of the water sup-
ply!  Other chores and his writing kept him busy, but he suffered the common symptoms of old age.  Karl passed in May 
of 2014.  Although I came up almost every year for a week in August, it was a long way from the Netherlands, and the cab-
in was sold in 2022 to … Greg Bujalski, the first neighbor (biped) the cabin ever had.   
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Northwoods LIGHTS OUT! 

Looking for another way to enjoy the wonders of the Northwoods?  Exploring the night skies, watching fireflies and star-
gazing are but a few ways to appreciate the darkness.  Oneida and Vilas County Land & Water Conservation Departments 
are promoting two summer weekends to enjoy the night.  We encourage you to turn off your lights for a few hours, go 
outside, and look up and around you!  Listening in the darkness can also lead to exciting discoveries!  Make this an event 
for your lake group or educational organization! 

  

June 17-18          Firefly Watch! 

August 12-13      Milky Way & Perseid Meteor Watch! 

  

We hope that by setting dates, residents, and visitors alike, will coordinate for a broader appreciation of nighttime won-
ders.    Please check out the Oneida Land & Water Conservation website (https://www.oclw.org/special-projects.html) or 
call 715-369-7835 for more information.  And if you or your group plan a Lights Out Event – let us know!! 

Unnecessary lighting with improper placement and design interferes with visibility and robs us all of quality night skies.  
Other impacts from light pollution include human health affects/sleep disruption, confusion for migratory birds and oth-
er wildlife, and wasting energy.  You can help by only using lighting you really need, choosing energy-efficient bulbs, and 
directing lights downward.  By working together, we can protect the night for everyone to enjoy! 

By Mariquiita Sheehan, Vilas County Land & Water Conservation Dept. 
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Northern lights from 
Indian Lake. 
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We Need Your Help:  Clean Boats, Clean Waters is Back for 2023 

 

Please consider becoming a volunteer member of our Indian Lake Clean Boats, Clean Waters group.  We have had a 
core group of volunteers inspecting boats on Indian Lake for the last six years, but I would like to encourage more peo-
ple to join in this effort.  We need some new boat inspectors to help with this task.  It is a great way to meet new neigh-
bors on the lake and to help prevent the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).   

 

If you would like more information, or you would like to see how the program works, please contact Joe Smogor at 
715-272-2030, or joesmogor@gmail.com  
 

The following link has information about the  CBCW program. 
https://www3.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources.aspx#videos 

Clean Boats, Clean Waters (CBCW) is citizen involvement in watercraft inspections and moni-
toring for invasive species.  It increases public awareness about the potential impacts of aquatic 
invasive species.  Volunteers serve to inform and educate the public about how people can help 
prevent the spread of invasives by inspecting their watercraft and removing aquatic plants and 
animals from their boats and equipment before leaving an access site.  

 

The History of Indian Lake through Stories 

We are asking our residents to submit photos along with a story to be included in future Indian Lake Association Newslet-
ters.  If you would like to participate by telling others a story about your time on Indian Lake, we would be honored. 

 

Different ways to submit your story: 

Send any information to Joy or Shirley.  If you would like one of us to write the  
article, we could do it during a visit with you and you would review the text before 
finalizing.  

If you have any questions, please either email or phone: 

Joy Smogor – joysmogor@frontiernet.net – 715-272-2030 

Shirley Noonan – newtome7041@gmail.com – 715-272-1036 

 

Last issue, we included the picture on the right and asked: 

 

CAN YOU TELL US WHERE THIS PICTURE IS CURRENTLY HANGING?  
AND, BETTER YET, WHO IT IS?  

 

As you might have guessed by now, this picture is hanging in the Zimmer (now   
Bujalski) house.   But no one knows who the person in the picture is.. 



Some Highlights from the May 27, 2023 ILA Membership Meeting 
By Roger Ziff, Newsletter Editor 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

An ILA Membership Meeting took place on May 27.  Highlights included: 

 

1. Election of three ILA Board members.  The current ILA Board members are: 

 Joe Smogor, President 

 Mike McCarthy, Vice President 

 Jan Gill, Treasurer 

 Lori Hessefort, Secretary 

 Randy Check., Directory at Large 

 Dan Reeve, Director at Large 

 Shirley Noonan, Website and Directory Co-Coordinator 

 Joy Smogor, Website and Directory Co-Coordinator 

 Roger Ziff, Newsletter Coordinator. 

 

2. Approval of revised ILA Bylaws.  A committee worked on updating the ILA Bylaws during the fall and winter.  The 
revised Bylaws were approved by the membership at the meeting.   

 

It was noted there had been community questions about why the Bylaws stated that membership was open to any-
one who resides or owns property within a mile of the lake.  The explanation was that it allowed us to be a classified 
as a “qualified lake association” and by being a “qualified lake association” we were eligible to  receive grant dollars 
for various lake projects, including fighting invasive species. 

 

        It was also noted we are not a “lake district” and, as such, are not subject to rules that apply to “lake districts.” 

 

3. The Treasurer gave her financial report.  It was noted there had been community questions about why the ILA keeps 
a cash balance on hand beyond the minimum required to meet the annual needs of the organization.  Roger Ziff 
commented that many lakes in the State are facing significant invasive species problems limiting the ability of the 
local residents to enjoy their lakes, and if we faced that situation, it would require a lot of money to eliminate the 
invasive species.  So he viewed the extra cash balance as a reserve for future needs. 
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Thunder Lake Conservation Areas 
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Thunder Lake is a few miles west of Three Lakes just north of Co. Highway A.  It is an 1,800 acre shallow lake that is 
classified as a “wild lake” by the DNR.   

 

To the north of the lake is a 3,000 acre Thunder Lake State Wildlife Area owned by the DNR.  To the northeast of the 
lake is a 144 acre parcel of land donated to the Northwoods Land Trust in 2006. 

 

Now, the Pinkerton family has donated 66 acres in the southwest corner of the lake to the Northwoods Land Trust. 

 

The public is welcome to enjoy the property.  The land is accessible from water or Highway A, where there is a small 
pull-off on the north side of the road.  It leads to an unmaintained former easement road that serves as a path most of 
the way out to the scenic point. 

 

A property map, directions and list of public uses are available at northwoodslandtrust.org. 

 

According to their newsletter, the path on the scenic point is easily walkable for the first 400 yards, but then becomes 
rustic and moderately difficult for the final 200 yards. 

From the Spring, 2023, Northwoods Land Trust Newsletter 

 Indian Lake. 



Indian Lake Math and Logic 
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Last issue’s puzzles and solutions: 

Draining the Swamp 
Suppose Indian Lake was a square, one mile long, one mile wide, and averaged 26.4 feet deep. 

Now suppose you started draining it at a rate of 1,000 gallons a minute, 24 hours per day.  How long would it take to 
drain all the water out of the lake? 

a. About a week.  b.  About a month.   c.  About six months.   d.  About a year.   e.  About ten years. 

 

The answer is “e” (about 10.5 years).  The key is that a cubic foot of space holds about 7.5 gallons of water. 

This month we will have one easy puzzle and one harder one. 

 

The easy one first: 

 

As I was walking to St. Germain, I met a man with seven wives.   

Every wife had seven sacks.  Every sack had seven cats.  Every cat had seven kits.   

Kits, cats, sacks and wives, how many were going to St. Germain? 

 

Now the harder one: 

 

A couple own a house on Indian Lake that needs a new furnace.  Their current furnace is rated at 80% efficient and 
uses 1,000 therms a year to keep the house warm.  The cost per therm is $1.  They could replace the old furnace with 
another that is 80% efficient, or they could get one that is 96% efficient, but it would cost $1,000 more.   How many 
years would it take them to make up the extra $1,000 cost via reduced energy bills? 

Indian Lake Alma Mater 

To Indian Lake, we pledge our trust and honor. 

Our future dreams lie here along its shores, 

All through the years its memories we will cherish 

To give us strength through all our trials and strife. 

We owe our thanks for all that you have given, 

O Indian Lake, Our Alma Mater dear! 

                                  (Based on Indian Lake High School Alma Mater in Lewistown, OH) 



Poem 
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The legend lives on from the Chippewa on down 
Of the big lake they called Gitche Gumee 
The lake, it is said, never gives up her dead 
When the skies of November turn gloomy 
With a load of iron ore twenty-six thousand tons more 
Than the Edmund Fitzgerald weighed empty 
That good ship and true was a bone to be chewed 
When the gales of November came early 

 

The ship was the pride of the American side 
Coming back from some mill in Wisconsin 
As the big freighters go, it was bigger than most 
With a crew and good captain well seasoned 
Concluding some terms with a couple of steel firms 
When they left fully loaded for Cleveland 
And later that night when the ship's bell rang 
Could it be the north wind they'd been feelin'? 

 

The wind in the wires made a tattle-tale sound 
And a wave broke over the railing 
And every man knew, as the captain did too 
T'was the witch of November come stealin' 
The dawn came late and the breakfast had to wait 
When the gales of November came slashin' 
When afternoon came it was freezin' rain 
In the face of a hurricane west wind 

 

When suppertime came, the old cook came on deck sayin' 
"Fellas, it's too rough to feed ya" 
At seven PM, a main hatchway caved in, he said 
"Fellas, it's been good to know ya" 
The captain wired in he had water comin' in 
And the good ship and crew was in peril 
And later that night when his lights went outta sight 
Came the wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald 

Does any one know where the love of God goes 
When the waves turn the minutes to hours? 
The searchers all say they'd have made Whitefish Bay 
If they'd put fifteen more miles behind her 
They might have split up or they might have capsized 
They may have broke deep and took water 
And all that remains is the faces and the names 
Of the wives and the sons and the daughters 

 

Lake Huron rolls, Superior sings 
In the rooms of her ice-water mansion 
Old Michigan steams like a young man's dreams 
The islands and bays are for sportsmen 
And farther below Lake Ontario 
Takes in what Lake Erie can send her 
And the iron boats go as the mariners all know 
With the gales of November remembered 

 

In a musty old hall in Detroit they prayed 
In the maritime sailors' cathedral 
The church bell chimed 'til it rang twenty--nine times 
For each man on the Edmund Fitzgerald 
The legend lives on from the Chippewa on down 
Of the big lake they called Gitche Gumee 
Superior, they said, never gives up her dead 
When the gales of November come early 
 

In memory of Gordon Lightfoot: 

The Wreck  of the Edmund Fitzgerald 
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Photo Acknowledgements 

 

Many thanks to everyone who sends me photos.  The great photos in the issue are courtesy of: 

 

Page 3-6:  Kaarina Zimmer 

         7:  Mary Northwoods 

         9:  Steve Stanner 

       10:  Kathy Berendt 

       13:  Mike Moen  
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Membership Form 

 

Indian Lake Association Membership Form 
Membership Year:  July 1 to June 30 

Annual Dues:  $20 

Please make your check payable to Indian Lake Association and mail it along with this form to :   

ILA Treasurer, P.O.  Box 1801, Eagle River, WI  54521 

 

Name:  ________________________________________ 

 

Lake Address:  ________________________________________________  Lake Phone: ______________________ 

 

Other Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Phone:  __________________________ Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

 

Do you receive mail at your lake address?     Yes  ____        No  ____ 

 

Would you like to be included in the Indian Lake directory?     Yes  ___     No  ___ 

 

Are you interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities with the association?   Yes  ____    No   ____ 

 

Comments or suggestions:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Odds and Ends 
 

1.    Indian Lake Association Website:  For much more information about Indian Lake, go to our   

       ILA website at: http://www.indianlakeassociation.com.   Thank you, Shirley Noonan, for 

       maintaining the site! 

 

2.   Indian Lake Facebook Site:  One of our neighbors created an Indian Lake Facebook site. 

      Now you can post your own lake-related pictures, notices and comments.  Search for “Indian    

      Lake—Sugar Camp, WI.”  It is a private site only open to residents and family. 

 

3.   You can donate old newspapers, sheets, blankets, towels and t-shirts to Wild Instincts Rehab to help them rehab      
.     injured animals.  They are located a little northwest of Rhinelander.  Their website is www.wildinstinctsrehab.com. 


