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Coming Attractions 
 

ILA Annual Meeting:  Saturday, July 6, 9:00 a.m. 
Meeting will be held in the firehouse meeting room across the parking lot from the 
Town hall. 

 

Annual Pontoon Party, Parade and Picnic:  August 3.  
Details to follow via email. 

 

Café au Lake:  Meetings on the water to explore lake ecology.  Details to follow via 
email. 

 

ILA Fall Meeting:  Saturday, August 31. 
Details to follow via email. 

 

Indian Lake Association 
 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve 
and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quality, fishery, 
boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreational facility for 
today and for future generations. 

 

Website:   www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 
 
Reminder:  Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20.00 for the 2019-20 fis-
cal year.  See Membership Form on the last page. 

Directory Corrections:  If you have corrections to your entry in the Indian Lake 
Directory, please contact Dave Noel at dgnoel@gmail.com. 



A Message from Indian Lake Association  
President Joe Smogor

Springtime Observations 2019 
 

At the time of this writing, it has been less than a month since the ice went out on April 29, and the activity on the lake is 
increasing dramatically.  There were reports of loons on the water before the ice was completely gone, and the Canada 
geese followed closely behind the loons.  The first robins were observed on March 29, and red-winged blackbirds were call-
ing in the wetlands on April 1.  In spite of the record breaking snows of the past winter, the depth of the lake was at or 
near normal when the ice went out.  The outlet on the NW side of the lake has a strong current and nothing is blocking 
the flow into the Sugar Camp Creek.  The lake water was very cloudy initially, but now it has settled and cleared some.  By 
mid to late May, a fine layer of pollen from the trees was visible on the surface of the water. 

 

On some of the warmer nights in early May, the welcoming sounds of the spring peepers and chorus frogs were heard in 
the wetlands.  We observed our first hummingbird on May 10 along with a variety of hatches of small midge flies.  The 
mosquitoes are back too, and my first bite was on May 26.  I have not seen any bats yet, but we can all hope that the bat 
houses that some ILA members built last year will attract a few more to our lakeshore.  There have been several observa-
tions of active eagles on the nest.  It would be great to see some eaglets born on the lake again this year. 

 

Now that the water is open again there has been an increase of boat traffic on the lake.  The ñClean Boats Clean Watersò 
volunteers will continue to check boats at the landing, reminding boaters to inspect their boats and trailers and to remove 
any plant or animal material before entering or leaving the lake.  Ice packs will be handed out to anglers during the ñDrain 
Campaignò weekend May 31-June 2, and towels will be distributed during the ñLanding Blitzò over the 4th of July holiday.  
So far, this program has been fairly effective at preventing the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) in our lake.  We will 
all have to be very observant this summer to see if the blue-green algae shows up again.  If any is seen we will have to get a 
sample to the DNR. 

 

 There will be a variety of opportunities to get together on the lake this summer including our annual pontoon party and 
picnic, which will take place in August, so check the Indian Lake website for updates of events on the lake.  It is essential to 
remember that as the lake gets busy with more activities, that we all observe the boating and fishing laws, and that we re-
spect the rights of non-motorized lake watercraft.  Have a great summer on the water, and see you on the lake. 
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ILA Member Signs for Fire Number Posts 

At the May 25 meeting of the Indian Lake Association Joy Smo-
gor, ILA member, and Larry Sullivan, ILA member and an em-
ployee from Press Express, made a presentation about how 
neighboring lake associations (Three Lakes and Eagle River) rec-
ognize members who belong to the groups.  Joy and Larry 
showed examples of signage that members of these groups attach 
to their fire number posts.  A motion was made and seconded to 
have Joy and Larry continue to gather information about the 
costs of these 4òx 9ò signs for the ILA members. (See photo).    A 
vote for funding this project for the ILA will be taken at the an-
nual meeting on July 6. 
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By Joe Smogor 

Meet Your Neighbors 

Shot with a trail camera located a few hundred yards north of Arbutus Dr.   The black & white ones were shot at night with infrared cam-
era.  One interesting note is that the bear photograph was taken on December 28, in the middle of a snowstorm.   

By Dave Noel 

Bobcat 

Bear 



Meet Your Neighbors (continued) 

Fawn 

Red Fox 

Coyote 

Wild Turkeys 
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How Did the Town of Sugar Camp get its Name? 
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Sugar Camp is a small, unincorporated village on State Highway 

17 about halfway between Rhinelander and Eagle River.  It has 

a sweet-sounding name that evokes images of maple sugar har-

vesting.  While that image is an accurate one, the community 

has undergone several name changes before settling on its cur-

rent designation. 

Members of the Flambeau Tribe of the Ojibwe Nation built the 

original settlement in the area around Sugar Camp Lake and 

Indian Lake.  Members of the tribe hunted, fished, and gath-

ered wild rice around the lakes, but they also harvested sap from 

the abundant maple trees in the region and made maple sugar 

and syrup.  The sweet product of the maple tree was prized, and 

the settlement even then was called ñSugar Camp.ò 

When American settlers arrived, they recognized the potential of the region, and in the late 1880s a settler named Fred 

Tripp acquired 180 acres of water reserve land along the banks of Sugar Camp Lake.  Tripp saw value more in tourism than 

timber and built the Maple Grove Resort on his land.  He also built a general store and post office.  However, Tripp wasnôt 

the first, and in 1897 while clearing the northeast shore of Sugar Camp Lake he cut down a tree that bore surveyorôs marks 

and the name ñJ. H. Retallick of Dubuque, Ia, August 23, 1859.ò 

While Tripp saw tourist potential, men like Frederick Robbins of Rhinelander saw timber potential.  Robbins acquired 

extensive holdings in the region and established Camp 4 near Sugar Camp Lake, Camp 5 east of Indian Lake, and Camp 6 

north of Indian Lake.  He built a narrow-gauge railroad into the area to haul out the lumber, and the settlement and Maple 

Grove Post Office that Tripp established in 1899 became part of Robbins Township.  The Thunder Lake Logging Railroad 

lasted from 1893 until the line ceased operations in 1941. 

The lumber company brought in Polish immigrants to work the land, so the village and lumber camps had a strong eastern 

European and Roman Catholic influence which remains evident to this day.  Despite the dominance of the lumbering in-

terests in the region, and regardless of the official postal designation of Robbins, most residents continued to refer to the 

community by the traditional name of Sugar Camp.  After the railroad was abandoned in 1941, the name of Robbins was 

largely discontinued, and the village has since been officially known as Sugar Camp. 

By Gary Entz.   Photo from Wisconsin Historical Society.   From the WXPR website. 

Sugar Camp, 1930 

https://www.wxpr.org/sites/wxpr/files/styles/x_large/public/201904/1525000021-l.jpg
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Impact of Poor Water Quality on Property Values 
.ȅ 5ŀǾŜ bƻŜƭ 

 
A recent study by the University of Wisconsin concluded that the value of home prices increase as the lake water clarity increases.  
This study estimates the residential property value gains associated with improvements in water clarity on 60 lakes in Oneida and 
Vilas Counties.    

Results of the Study 

Depending upon the lake, an improvement in water clarity by about 3ô would increase average home sales values by $8,000 to 
$30,000.  An increase in water clarity of approx. 6ô could increase home prices by as much as $47,000. 

Conversely, a decrease in water clarity of 3ô could decrease average home sales values by up to $45,000.  A decrease in water 
clarity of   approximately 6ô could decrease home prices by as much as $64,000. 

Oneida County lakes analyzed for the study: 

 

    
Lake 
Area 

Avg 
Water 

Value In-
crease   Value Decrease   

Lake County (Acres) Clarity 
(ft) 3.2 ft Clarity 6.5 ft 3.2 ft Clarity  сΦр Ŧǘ 

Big Oneida 845 3 $26,648 $45,601 -$45,277 -$46,589 
Big Stone Oneida 607 3 $28,140 $47,831 -$42,181 -$42,181 
Blue Oneida 441 19 $9,283 $17,423 -$10,798 -$23,706 
Boom Oneida 365 3 $26,326 $45,117 -$44,333 -$47,566 
Buckskin Oneida 642 9 $15,852 $28,634 -$20,878 -$51,533 
Cranberry Oneida 924 4 $23,922 $41,461 -$37,806 -$55,191 
Crescent Oneida 616 11 $13,351 $24,457 -$16,737 -$39,185 
Deer Oneida 188 4 $24,828 $42,847 -$40,164 -$52,245 
Fifth Oneida 238 2 $30,228 $50,909 -$36,320 -$57,174 
George Oneida 443 3 $26,221 $44,958 $44,027 -$47,889 
Hancock Oneida 259 5 $21,215 $37,260 -$31,394 -$64,577 
Indian Oneida 354 9 $15,701 $28,385 -$20,616 -$50,704 
Kawaguesaga Oneida 700 11 $13,351 $24,457 -$16,737 -$39,185 
Killarney Oneida 293 2 $30,655 $51,533 -$35,161 -$35,161 
Minocqua Oneida 1339 16 $10,278 $19,174 -$12,170 -$27,090 
Laurel Oneida 249 2 $29,950 $50,502 -$37,082 -$37,082 
Little Fork Oneida 336 5 $21,850 $38,255 $32,821 -$62,288 
Long Oneida 604 4 $23,493 $40,802 -$36,730 -$56,616 
Lost Oneida 544 5 $22,296 $38,948 -$33,849 -$60,716 
Maple Oneida 131 14 $11,453 $21,215 -$13,855 -$31,394 
McCormick Oneida 113 2 $32,171 $53,735 -$31,144 -$31,144 
Oscar-Jenny Oneida 101 5 $21,215 $37,260 -$31,394 -$64,577 
Pelican Oneida 3545 5 $23,080 $40,164 -$35,715 -$58,011 
Pickerel Oneida 581 5 $21,423 $37,586 -$31,856 -$63,823 
Planting Grnd Oneida 1010 4 $23,922 $41,461 -$37,806 -$55,191 
Spirit Oneida 348 11 $13,711 $25,066 -$17,309 -$40,802 
Squash Oneida 398 16 $10,457 $19,486 -$12,422 -$27,722 
Sugar Camp Oneida 519 12 $12,782 $23,493 -$15,852 -$36,730 
Tom Doyle Oneida 108 5 $22,448 $39,185 -$34,206 -$60,184 
Tomahawk Oneida 3462 18 $9,648 $18,069 -$11,296 -$24,923 
Two Sisters Oneida 719 15 $11,210 $20,796 -$13,501 -$30,475 
Virgin Oneida 261 4 $24,734 $42,704 -$39,915 -$52,546 

Average       $20,370 $35,587 -$23,989 -$46,069 

A complete copy of the referenced reports are available at : www.oclra.org. 

> Economic Value of Lakes & Rivers in Oneida County , D.Noel (2018) 

> Impact of Water Clarity on Home Prices in Oneida & Vilas County, WI.; T. Kemp, (2018) 



Annual Winter Social 
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The Annual Winter Social on February 16th over Presidents week-end organized by Social Chairman Greg Bujalski was a huge hit, attended 
by 31 hardy residents.  We look forward to expanding the attendance next year. 
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Ten Great Things to Know About Your Favorite Lake 

When you look out on your favorite lake, what do you see?  Beautiful blue water?  A place for a refreshing dip on a sum-
mer day?  A surface on which to paddle a canoe or kayak?  Favored spots to catch fish for sport or dinner? 

 

Your lake is all this, but also much more.  A lake is a fascinating living system, full of mysteries and things to discover, if 
you look closely. Here are ten things you may not know about the world beneath the waves.  

 

1.  It all starts with the sun.  Thatôs right.  The walleye you fry up for supper owes its existence, first and foremost, to 
the sun.  Itôs sunlight that enables plants and algae in the lake to manufacture food through photosynthesis.  The food 
these primary producers make forms the base of the lakeôs food chain.  

 

2.   Your lakeôs water is a thin soup. The water is the broth; the meat and vegetables consist of tiny organisms called 
plankton.  The vegetables are the cells of algae that float freely in the water; theyôre called phytoplankton.  The meat is 
made up of small creatures, called zooplankton, that swim through the water, feeding as they go.  They feed on the al-
gae and in turn become food for fish in the very early stages of their lives. 

 

3.  Your lake has ófleas.ô Tiny creatures called Daphnia, crustaceans related to crayfish and shrimp, float in the thin 
soup.  Theyôre often called water fleas because their herky-jerky swimming patterns remind observers of the jumping of 
fleas (those you hope never infest your dog).  Daphnia are an essential food source for baby fish (called fry), water in-
sects and the immature forms of frogs and toads.  You donôt need a microscope to see them ï theyôre about a millimeter 
long.  So if you scooped up a jar of lake water and looked through it, youôd probably see a Daphnia or two kicking 
about. 

 

Donôt confuse these native, helpful creatures with the non-native aquatic invasive species spiny waterfleas.  The larger 
spiny waterfleas feed upon the Daphnia, dramatically decreasing their populations and robbing the fry and other ani-
mals of their primary food source. 

 

4.  Your lake has layers. The water is not a pool with a uniform temperature, at least not in the warm months of the 
year.  As spring turns to summer, the lake separates into layers.  Cold water lies at the bottom.  Warmer water, being 
less dense, floats on top.  The zone where warm water transitions to cold is called the thermocline.  You can experience 
the thermocline by swimming out into fairly deep water, then doing a feet-first surface dive.  When your feet reach a 
depth of about 12 to 15 feet, you will likely feel a sudden change from warm to cool. Youôve entered the thermocline.  

   

5.  Thereôs only ñone water.ò  There are lakes, rivers, and the vast resource known as groundwater.  These are not real-
ly separate entities. They are all part of the same system.  The top of the groundwater is called the water table.  In an 
important sense, a lake is a depression in the land that intersects and exposes the water table.  

 

6.  Your lake has a ñskin.ò  Youôve seen the rounded shape of water droplets on a lakeside leaf.  What gives that drop-
let its shape is something called surface tension ï itôs as if the water had a very thin, invisible skin. Thatôs why the in-
sects called water striders can skim across your lakeôs surface on their long, spindly legs:  the surface tension keeps them 
from sinking.  

By Ted J. Rulseh (adapted from his book, ñA Lakeside Companionò) as printed in UW-SPôs Lake Tides 



 

7.   Water has a unique behavior.  Most liquids, as they cool, become progressively denser.  Water is different. It be-
comes denser until it reaches 39 degrees F.  Below that temperature it becomes less dense, until finally it becomes ice, 
only about 90 percent as dense as water (this is why ice floats).  Thatôs important, because imagine what would happen if 
ice were denser than water and would sink.  Through the winter, ice forming on the lakeôs surface would drop to the bot-
tom, and eventually the entire bowl of the lake would be frozen solid.  It might never thaw; almost everything in it would 
be dead.  

 

8.  Making ice is hard work. Your lake can take a long time to freeze, even with a number of cold and wintry days and 
nights.  Because of a property of water called the heat of fusion, it is eighty times harder to freeze a given volume of water 
than to lower its temperature by one Celsius degree.  Put another way, a drop of water has to release as much energy to 
freeze as it would give up to lower its temperature by 80 Celsius degrees!  

 

9.  Your lake breathes. Dissolved oxygen in your lake is the single most important component of water quality, because 
without adequate oxygen, next to nothing could live.  Your lake breathes by taking in oxygen from the air (with help 
from the stirring action of waves) and as a product of photosynthesis, the process by which algae and plants use sunlight 
to create food.  The air we breathe contains about 20 percent oxygen.  By comparison, the amount in lake water is tiny. 
A healthy lake contains 6 to 10 parts per million of oxygen ï or 0.0006 to 0.0010 percent.  Yet, thatôs enough to enable 
fish to breathe, because of the miraculous structures they have called gills.  

 
10.  Your lake is aging.  All lakes go through a long, slow process of getting older and filling in.  Every year, silt enters the 
lake with runoff from rainfall.  Water plants grow and die, and their remains sink to the bottom.  Gradually, the lake 
takes on more nutrients, and more plants grow and die.  Itôs called eutrophication.  We can all help slow this process 
down by keeping nutrients out of the lake.  We do this by foregoing the use of fertilizers on our lakefront lots, keeping 
our septic systems maintained and in good repair, and limiting runoff into the water by keeping land near the waterôs 
edge in a natural condition. 

 

The closer you look at your lake, the more youôll discover, and the more you will treasure and want to protect that natu-
ral wonder. 

 

This article was printed by UW--SP by permission of the University of Wisconsin Press and is copyrighted by the Board of Regents of the UW System.  
All rights reserved.  

Ten Great Things to Know About Your Favorite Lake (continued) 
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Indian Lake Math and Logic Puzzles 

Page 10                                                                                                                                     

This issueôs new puzzles (answers in the next issue): 

 

1. You are stranded on the island in the middle of Indian Lake.  
 
The wind is blowing from the west and lightning strikes the west end of the island and sets fire to the forest. The 
fire is very violent, burning everything in its path, and without intervention the fire will burn the whole island, kill-
ing you in the process.  
 
Due to an extreme tide, there are cliffs around the island, so you cannot jump off. 
 
How can you survive the fire?  (There are no buckets or any other means to put out the fire and you left your cell 
phone at home.) 

 

2.     Three days ago, yesterday was the day before Sunday.  What day will it be tomorrow? 

Last monthôs puzzle and solution: 

 

Six kayakers want to paddle from the Noel house to the island at night.  They have two single-person kayaks, but only 
one flashlight to guide them, so a maximum of two people can cross at one time, and they can only go as fast as the 
slower of the two paddlers. 

Kayaker 1 is fast and can paddle across in one minute.   

Kayaker 2 takes 3 minutes. 

Kayaker 3 takes 4 minutes. 

Kayaker 4 takes 6 minutes. 

Kayaker 5 takes 8 minutes. 

Kayaker 6 takes 9 minutes. 

What is the least amount of time they need to all get over to the island? 

 

Solution: 

1. Kayakers 1 and 2 go to the island.  3 minutes. 

2. Kayaker 1 comes back.  1 minute. 

3. Kayakers 5 and 6 go across.  9 minutes. 

4. Kayaker 2 comes back.  3 minutes. 

5. Kayakers 1 and 4 go across.  6 minutes. 

6. Kayaker 1 comes back.  1 minute. 

7. Kayakers 1 and 3 go across.  4 minutes. 

8. Kayaker 1 comes back.  1 minute 

9. Kayakers 1 and 2 go across.  3 minutes. 

 

Total:  31 minutes. 
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Itôs time.  

 

Loons have returned to the southern lakes and are sending scouts North to check on our ice situa-
tion.  The males will arrive immediately after we have open water - they select a nest site so that when the female arrives, 
they can begin nest construction right away.  

  

Shoreline development and our recreation habits have been implicated in reduced breeding success like we have seen 
here on Indian Lake.  For many years ñourò nest was located on the north end of the eastern bay of the lake near the 
Thompsens, Lynda Schoenfeld and, now, the Smiths.  Recently the loons have been trying to build nests on the south 
sides of the islands without much success. Once, they used the north shore of the west bay near VanLaninghams and 
Pavliks.  

  

Loons canôt walk so they canôt nest on land. They build nests from mud and grasses on vegetation mats, partially sub-
merged logs, or on muskrat mounds.  They need to be able to approach the nest from underwater but also need the nest 
to be out of reach of aquatic predators and safe from wave action and other water level changes.  Finding a suitable site 
can be difficult.  

 

We can help them.  
Be observant.  While doing your Spring clean-up, think about where the loons might nest on your property and 

look before you tidy up. Use your binoculars to check on shoreline that you can see from your pier or boat 
and alert your neighbors who may not realize that they have a potential nesting site.  

Be patient. If you are lucky enough to host nesting loons, remember that the incubation is only 27 days. Once 
the eggs hatch, the chicks never return to the nest.  They swim immediately and you will be free to place 
your pier, tie up your boat, or let your dog swim for tennis balls. Meanwhile you may launch your boat from 
my house!  

Make friends with your aquatic plants.  The littoral zone, between the (ordinary) high water mark (OHM) on 
the shore and where the water depth prevents light from reaching the bottom, is known as the nursery for all 
lake life.  Consider leaving a little more vegetation within your corridor each year.  Spawning fish will thank 
you and, maybe, one day, the loons will choose to nest on your property!  

 

Finally, chicks or no chicks, we will have a resident loon, a pair, or visiting loons again this season.  Observe them from 
a distance.  They donôt like to be crowded.  The stretched out wing flapping display is tempting to photograph, but it 
means ñYou are in my space!ò.  Back away.  

  

I am the official Loon Ranger for Loonwatch and I keep a log of loon activity for the Sigurd Olsen Environmental Insti-
tute in Ashland.  If you see something interesting or unusual involving loons on our lake, please record the date and let 
me know.                            

                      - Kathy Noel  (kathynoel@gmail.com) 

                         4/14/19 

L NS! 
                                         By Kathy Noel (4/14/19) 



Summer Lake Project 
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Kathy Noel and Jan Gill are planning a lake project to support lake residents 

 as we get to know and make friends with our aquatic plants. 

 

Possible activities may include 

Collection of your favorite specimens 

Identification of collected plants 

Construction of presses to preserve the plants 

Transfer of pressed plants to paper for display 

Celebration of our plant artwork 

 

                                        If planning or participating interests you, please contact Kathy or Jan. 

 

Poem  

   Up North   By Suzanne Kindler 

 

Itôs the place people go to escape, 

A place made of cabins, pine trees and lakes. 

But no matter how far you drive, 

Thereôs no sign to say ñYouôve arrived.ò 

So just follow your heart til you find, 

Your special place that brings peace of mind. 

As you breathe in the air and unwind, 

Your cares are all left behind. 

Itôs no mystery where the Northwoods start. 

When youôre ñup north,ò 

Youôll know in your heart. 



In Memory of Indian Lake Friends 
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George Robert George  (brother of Suzanne Millies) 

 

George Robert George, my brother, grew up on the south side of Chicago in a Hungarian neighborhood. Our father was 
the pastor of the Hungarian Evangelical and Reformed Church and we lived in the parsonage next to the church. (Note: 
The Evangelical and Reformed Church merged eventually with the Congregational Church to become the United 
Church of Christ.) 
 

Our lives were filled with many activities sponsored by the church.  Georgeôs favorites were dartball and volleyball, and of 
course he attended church regularly.  George attended Burnside Elementary School and John Marshall Harlan High 
School.  Upon graduation he went on to DeVry Community College and earned a technical degree in electronics. 
 

Eventually when our father took the position as President of the Magyar Synod in the United Church of Christ he moved 
to Washington, DC.  George moved with our mom and dad and lived with them.  When our father finally retired and 
moved to Florida, George remained in Maryland.  He would, however, often visit my husband and me at our cottage in 
Wisconsin.  He loved fishing with my husband, Bob, and our grandkids loved him as well.  He would take them out on 
the trails behind the cottage on the ATV and even had to rescue our neighborôs kids once when they got lost on the trails.   
 

George was a good brother and my dogs loved him.  About a year ago he slowed down and about a month ago he was ad-
mitted to a hospital where they found that he had stage 4 cancer.  I flew out to Maryland but learned that there was not 
much they could do for him so I drove him and his dog back to Wisconsin so he would be with family.  He passed away 
on May 18 but at least now he is with family.  We miss him dearly.  -  Suzanne Millies (May 21, 2019) 

Mary Catherine Lange 
 
Mary Catherine Lang, 80, lost her battle with cancer on June 8, 2019, at 
Seasons of Life in Woodruff.  She was a resident of Sugar Camp, WI for 
over 30 years. 
 

Mrs. Lange was born in New Jersey on April 18, 1939.  She had a success-
ful career as a registered nurse and retired from St. Maryôs Hospital in 
Rhinelander in 2004.  Mary married James P. Lange on August 11, 1985.  
She is preceded in death by granddaughter Kelly Lange. 
 

Mary was an avid reader and was a member of the Sugar Camp Book Club.  
She is survived by her husband, Jim, four children James R. Lange (Tina), 
Chery Lutz (Myron), Linda J. Herbert (Ernest), Steve E. Lange, eight grand-
children and  two great-grandchildren. 
 

A private family service was held.  Memorial donations can be made to the 
National Humane Society. 
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Photo Acknowledgements 

Many thanks to everyone who has sent me their lake photos.  The submitters of the excellent pictures in this issue are: 

 

Page 2:    Marty Haavisto 

        3-4:  Dave Noel 

        7:    Joe Smogor 

        9:    Joe Bartholomew 

        12.  Marty Haavisto 

        14.  Kathy Noel 

 

Thank you.  -  Roger Ziff, Newsletter Editor. 

 


