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Coming Attractions 
 

Build Your Own Bat House:  Saturday, June 23, 9:30 a.m. 
Event will take place at the Noel’s work shop.  See enclosed story for details. 

 

ILA Annual Meeting:  Saturday, June 30, 9:00 a.m. 
Meeting will be held in the firehouse meeting room across the parking lot from the 
Town hall. 

 

Annual Pontoon Party, Parade and Picnic:  Details to follow via email. 

 

Café au Lake:  Meetings on the water to explore lake ecology.  Details to follow via 
email. 

 

OCLRA Annual Six County Conference:  Friday, July 13, 9:00a.m.   
At Nicolet College.   See enclosed story for details. 

 

ILA Fall Meeting:  Saturday, September 1. 
Details to follow via email. 

Indian Lake Association 
 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve 
and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quality, fishery, 
boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreational facility for 
today and for future generations. 

 

Website:   www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 
 
Reminder:  Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20.00 for the 2018-19 fis-
cal year.  See Membership Form on the last page. 



A Message from Indian Lake Association  
President Joe Smogor

Lakeside Observations 

 

Whatever happened to the slow transition from winter to spring?  It was a quick change this year around Indian Lake as we 
moved from ice out on May 6, to the hot and humid days in the 90’s over the Memorial Day weekend.  The lake surface 
temperatures quickly warmed up to 75°F by the middle of the month.  The lake level was also a surprise.  After the ice 
went out, the lake seemed to drop immediately and continued to drop throughout the month.  Many of the annual cycles 
and phenological events seemed to be on an accelerated pace for the year.  The hummingbirds were back earlier than 
Mother’s Day.  There were loons on the water before the ice was completely out, and I even saw some fireflies flashing in 
the trees on May 27.   

 

I don’t know what this all means for the upcoming summer and fall seasons, but I am guessing that there will be more un-
expected surprises on the lake.  As property owners and lake users, we are the caretakers of the water.  We all need to pay 
attention to the subtle seasonal changes, and ask ourselves the question, “Is this a normal event, or is something wrong 
here?”  If you see something on, or in the lake that seems out of place, let someone know about it.   
 

Another way to become a more active lake watcher is to participate in the citizen science lake monitoring like the Clean 
Boats, Clean Waters Program.   

 

If you prefer to get involved as a planner or organizer, the Indian Lake Association is looking for leaders.  In July, we will 
have elections for President, Vice President, and Directors-at-Large positions.  You could be a part of the team that helps to 
manage our unique resource.   

 

I hope you all get out and enjoy the summer, and that you take some time to observe the natural cycles and interactions 
around the lake.  I will see you on the water. 
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Build Your own Bat House on June 23 

By Joe Smogor   

The Indian Lake Association is sponsoring a make and take bat house building activity on June 23, 2018 from 9:30-noon 

at the Noel workshop at 7279 Saari Point Drive.  Everyone is welcome from kids to grand parents.  Materials will be pro-

vided and your bat house is free.  You must register ahead of time to participate by contacting Joe Smogor at 715-272-

2030, or joesmogor@gmail.com.  The deadline for registration is June 16, 2018. 

Why Build a Bat House?  (from the Wisconsin  DNR Bureau of Endangered Resources) 

Many people do not want bats roosting in their homes, but often still want bats around.  What’s a good way to encourage 

bats to remain in the area before they have been excluded from homes?  Build a bat house!  

Bats are an integral part of the ecosystem and can act as organic pest control.  Encouraging bats to take up habitation on 

your property can help reduce forest and garden as well as human-disease carrying pest populations.  Bats have voracious 

appetites, and a single bat can eat thousands of insects every night.  

Building a bat house is a great way to help these threatened animals.  Because of their slow reproductive rates and longev-

ity, bats of all species are at risk of population decline.  Habitat loss, pesticides and an invasive fungus that is associated 

with White-Nose Syndrome are all negatively impacting bat populations.  Providing alternative roosting habitat with your 

bat house can help lessen the impacts of these threats.  While you’re creating habitat, you can also contribute to monitor-

ing of bat health and status.  Little is known about bats in general, and any information about them can provide 

knowledge about how to help conserve bats. 
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Volunteers Needed for Clean Boats, Clean Waters 

Plans are in process to schedule a couple of early morning “café au lake” meetings on the water to explore the lake  

ecology including: plant sampling for AIS, water quality, wildlife, fish, etc.  No dates have been set yet. 

The Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association (OCLRA) Annual Six-County Conference is Friday July 13, 2018 

at 9:00 a.m. – noon at Nicolet College in Rhinelander.  All are invited to attend this annual gathering of lakes and 

rivers advocates.  Attendees are expected from Forest, Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, Oneida and Vilas Counties.  Speakers  

will address topics of lake quality and lake protection.   

It is  time to schedule volunteers for the AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species) Clean Boats, Clean Waters inspection program at 
the boat landing. We have had a core group of volunteers inspecting boats at the landing for the last 6 years, but I would 
like to encourage more people to join in this effort.  We need some new boat inspectors to help with this task.  It is a 
great way to meet new neighbors on the lake and to help prevent the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).  

  

 If we can get enough volunteers, we will inspect boats at the landing on the following dates: 

 -June 30—July 5, 2018 

 - Labor Day Weekend September 1-3, 2018 

The following link to the CBCW website includes videos and other training resources.   

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources.aspx 

Please consider joining the other volunteers for this important program.  Contact me if you have any questions. 

   Joe Smogor 715-272-2030  joesmogor@gmail.com 

OCLRA Annual Conference July 13 

Café au Lake 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources.aspx
mailto:joesmogor@gmail.com
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Lake Math 

Introducing a new feature to your Indian Lake Community Newsletter, your editor will offer a fabulous prize to the first 
person who can correctly answer two lake math questions each issue.  Submit your correct answers to cziff@charter.net. 
 
1.  If a loon and a half lays an egg and a half in a day in a half, how many eggs will six loons lay in six days? 
 
2.  One day Joe Smogor counted the number of birds on the lake.  He determined that all but 30 were ducks; all but 40 
were geese; and all but 50 were loons.  There were no other kinds of birds on the lake that day.  How many loons were on 
the lake?   

(This article by Mitchel Block, UWSP Student, was in the Winter/Spring issue of Lake Tides, which is produced by UWSP.) 

 

Loons are perfectly adapted birds for water.  They have large bodies, small wings, and legs located near the rear of their 
body, making them agile divers and swimmers.  Although these traits greatly aid in a loon’s water-bound lifestyle, they 
prove to be a great hindrance on land.  In fact, loons have difficulty even walking on land, and takeoff from it is nearly 
impossible! 

 

So, in order to achieve takeoff, loons often require a water runway.  To position their runway, loons must first deter-
mine which way the wind is blowing.  Then, they will begin to run across the top of the water, straight into the wind, 
while rapidly flapping their wings.  This allows air to rush underneath them, and with enough air, they will be able to 
take flight.  During ideal conditions, it usually only takes a runway of about thirty yards to gather enough air for lift-off. 
However, in unfavorable conditions, loons may require runways of up to an astonishing quarter mile in length! 

 

Due to their takeoff troubles, loons must be particularly cautious of where they choose to land.  Choosing a lake that is 
too small could leave them stranded without enough room to take flight.  Because of this, loons tend to prefer long 
lakes that run parallel to the direction the wind normally blows. 

 

So, next time you see a loon, think of how many lakes it had to fly past in order to find the perfect one, and keep in 
mind all of the specifics that need to be in place for the loon to do something as regular as take flight.  Maybe, if you’re 
lucky, you will witness the loon in action on its water runway! 

Did you Know Loons Require a Runway for Takeoff? 



License Required for Short-Term Rentals in Oneida County 

 

Page  6 

The Oneida County Health Department (OCHD) has announced that licensing is required for property owners offering 
short-term rentals in the county.  Wisconsin Act 59 was enacted Sept. 21, 2017,  providing language for short-term rent-
als for less than 30 consecutive days.  
 
As an agent for the state of Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, OCHD has always 
licensed and inspected all rentals of less than 30 consecutive days.  The short-term rental provision in Act 59 has not 
changed licensing and inspection requirements, according to Todd Troskey, registered sanitarian. 
 
“A prospective owner of any rental property of less than 30 consecutive days is required to obtain a Tourist Rooming 
House license from the OCHD, in addition to any Oneida County Planning and Zoning requirements,” said Troskey in 
a press release.  “If you have a property that you want to rent for less than 30 consecutive days, you need to contact the 
OCHD for information on tourist rooming house licensing,” added Troskey. 
 
Any facility that is currently rented without being licensed may be subject to a $749 operating without license fee, accord-
ing to Troskey, as well as citations of $280.50 for each and every day the situation exists.  “A license is required, by law, 
and helps protect the owner and guests paying to stay there,’ said Troskey. 
 
For properties east of Highway 47, property owners should contact registered Environmental Health Specialist Jody 
McKinney at (715) 369-6226 or jmckinney@co.oneida.wi.us.  For Oneida County properties west of Highway 47, proper-
ty owners should contact registered Environmental Health Specialist Todd Troskey at (715) 369-6223 or ttros-
key@co.oneida.wi.us. 
 
For more information on licensing, visit oneidacountypublichealth.org. 

(Reprinted with permission from the Vilas County News Review 2/20/18) 



Things to Think About 
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By Joy Smogor 

 

In 2014 the Indian Lake Association published the “Indian Lake Courtesy Code of Conduct” (reprinted on page 10).  
This document focused mainly on suggestions for proper conduct while on the water of Indian Lake.   

 

Lately there have been questions raised about other things that affect our lives as riparian owners such as the impact of 
outdoor lighting and placement of swim rafts and piers.  The previously mentioned concerns are all regulated either at 
the county or state level.   If you think that you might not be compliant with the rules regarding piers or outdoor light-
ing, go to the following website to see Oneida County regulations, section 9.98: 

http://www.co.oneida.wi.gov/docview.asp?docid=4236&locid=135 
 
Information regarding swim rafts is found in the Wisconsin State Statutes at 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/300/326/01/1 and also on the next page of this newsletter.. 

http://www.co.oneida.wi.gov/docview.asp?docid=4236&locid=135
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/300/326/01/1
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Swim Raft Permit Requirements (per Wisconsin DNR) 

If you own lakefront or riverfront property and enjoy swimming, you may want to place a swim raft or water trampoline 
so you and your family can make the most of swimming opportunities.  You’ll be glad to know that a permit is usually not 
needed.  But swim rafts, water trampolines and other structures in the water can interfere with boat traffic or affect habi-
tat, so some rules do apply. 

 

What rules apply to rafts? 
Wisconsin law mandates that only waterfront property owners have the right to place a swim raft or similar structure into 
the water, and that the rafts must not interfere with the rights of other property owners or with the public’s rights in navi-
gable waters. 

 

That means rafts can’t impact boat travel, fish and wildlife  

habitat, natural scenic beauty, or any other public right in 

Wisconsin lakes and rivers. 

 

To meet these requirements, any swim raft or water  

trampoline must be placed within 200 feet of shore. All 

swimming rafts should be well marked both day and night to 

warn boaters of a possible navigational hazard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water trampolines, which are typically inflatable tubes 

rising several feet above the water, face the same size limits.  

Many water trampolines are round, so the size limit  

generally allows up to a 15-foot diameter trampoline  

without a permit.   

 

Larger swim rafts or water trampolines  

are eligible to be placed without a permit only if they are  

removed from the water every day OR if they are placed  

in a designated swimming area approved under  

Chapter NR 5.09, Wis. Adm. Code. 

 

A waterfront property owner may place a swim raft in a navigable waterway without a permit if: 
  The swim raft is no more than 200 square feet in surface area; and 

  The swim raft is no more than 38 inches high. 

Diving boards, slides and other attachments are included in the calculation of total square footage. 



 

Swim Raft Permit Requirements (continued) 
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What if I need a permit? 
Wisconsin’s lakes and rivers are held in trust for all citizens of the state and the Department of Natural 

Resources is charged with protecting these public resources for all citizens. To carry out this responsibility, 

DNR requires that some activities along the shore and in the shallow water undergo environmental review and 

receive a permit to ensure they don’t interfere with boating, fish and wildlife habitat, scenic beauty or any other 

public right. If your swim raft or water trampoline does not meet the size limitations or exceptions listed in the 

previous section, chances are it might affect public rights, and you will need a DNR permit before placing it in 

the water. Your neighbors and other citizens will have an opportunity to comment through a 30-day public 

notice that is part of the permit review. A $300 permit fee is also required. 

 

Where do I get a permit application? 
If you need a swim raft permit, you can apply using the “Miscellaneous Structures” application form. This form 

can be downloaded directly from DNR’s Web site at 

www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/waterway/permits/pack24.pdf . 

You also can obtain information and application materials through your local DNR Water Management 

Specialist. Call your local DNR office to find the name of the Water Management Specialist for your area, or 

link to application materials and contact information on DNR’s Web site at 

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/fhp/waterway/swimmingrafts.shtml. 

 

What other requirements apply? 
Make sure it’s visible 
All swimming rafts should be well marked both day and night, to warn boaters of a possible navigational 

hazard. Reflective tape on all corners is one easy way to make your raft visible. Any anchored or drifting boat 

or other fixed or floating structure that is more than 200 feet from shore must be lit with a white light during the 

hours from sunset to sunrise. 

Other waterfront activities 
Many waterfront owners also want to have a pier, wharf, shore protection, or swimming beach. Some limits 

apply to these activities as well. Check DNR’s website or talk to your Water Management Specialist for more 

information. 

Local regulations 
Many municipalities have ordinances to address waterfront uses in their community. So check with your town, 

city or village to see if they have any rules or permit requirements before starting your project. 

 

For more information… 
You can find application forms, factsheets and more information about swim rafts and other waterfront 

activities at DNR’s Waterway and Wetland Web site: start at www.dnr.state.wi.us and use the drop down menu 

to select the topic “Waterway and Wetlands Permits.” 



The Sportsman’s Connection, a book of Wisconsin lake maps, refers to Indian Lake as a “little jewel of a lake.”  
As property owners we are the custodians of this gem and must take the responsibility to keep it special.  To this end, 
all lake residents need to respect each other and the wildlife that lives among them. 

 

  While all Wisconsin boating and fishing regulations apply to Indian Lake, the purpose of this code is to rein-
force certain regulations to protect the safety and environmental concerns of those who live on the shore and play on 
the water of Indian Lake.   

 

• Boats and Personal Water Craft (PWC) are restricted to slow-no-wake speeds within 100 feet of any dock, raft, or 
buoyed restricted area on any lake. 

 

• Personal Water Craft are additionally restricted to slow-no-wake speeds within 200 feet of the shoreline of any 
lake.  

 
 (As a point of reference, 200 feet is 2/3 of a football field, 10 lengths of a pontoon boat, or about 30 lengths of a 
PWC.) 
 

• Water skiing is prohibited within 100 feet of any anchored boat, PWC, marked swimming area, or public landing.  
Water skiing is also prohibited after sundown. 

 

• Harassment of loons or other protected water fowl, either on the nest or in the water, is prohibited.  Loons should 
be viewed at a distance of 200 feet. 

 

• Fishermen are encouraged to use non-lead tackle to preserve the health of local water fowl. 

 

• Boaters using the public access are responsible for checking their equipment to prevent the spread of invasive spe-
cies. 

 

• Fishermen must dispose of all live bait properly, not releasing them into the lake, to avoid the possible spread of 
fish diseases. 

 

“Wisconsin Boating Regulations” and “Guide to Wisconsin Hook and Line Fishing Regulations” are available at: 

Department of Natural Resources 

107 Sutliff Avenue, Rhinelander 

715-365-8900 

 

Boating violations may be reported to local law enforcement or call: 

         1-800-TIP-WDNR 

INDIAN LAKE COURTESY CODE OF CONDUCT 
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Lakes 101:  Trophic State of Lakes 
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(This article, by By Michala Feigal, UWSP Student, was in the Winter/Spring 2018 issue of Lake Tides, which is produced by UWSP.).  

 

Much like humans, lakes age throughout their lifetime. This process is well defined by a lake’s trophic state. A lake’s trophic state is a 
snapshot of its water quality, nutrients and clarity during its aging process. Trophic state is divided into three categories: oligotrophic, 
mesotrophic and eutrophic. A lake in its early life is oligotrophic and eventually is filled in with sediment and lots of vegetation.  

 

Oligotrophic  
Oligotrophic lakes are generally clear and deep with little aquatic vegetation. Often times they are low in nutrients and are 
therefore free of algae blooms. These lakes do not support large fish populations. Although, they do consist of a food 
chain that can support desirable fish species such as trout. The bottom of these lakes tend to be sandy or rocky, and the 
shores may be steeply sloped. An example of an oligotrophic lake is Lake Superior.  

 

Mesotrophic  
Mesotrophic lakes are in between oligotrophic and eutrophic lakes. These lakes are slightly nutrient enriched and have 
some aquatic vegetation, along with an accumulation of organic matter on the bottom. Along the shoreline of meso-
trophic lakes you may find wetlands, cattails and wild rice beds. A lake in the mesotrophic state is at the midpoint of its 
life. These lakes can expect to see more aquatic vegetation in the years to come.  

 

Eutrophic  
Eutrophic types of lakes are very productive and have high levels of nutrients, organic matter and sediments. Because of 
the high levels of nutrients, the lake is able to sustain lots of aquatic vegetation. High nutrient levels can also lead to large 
algal blooms in the hot summer months. Aquatic vegetation attracts waterfowl and wildlife to the lake, which in turn 
makes the lake more aesthetically appealing. Eutrophic lakes usually support large fish populations. Many of the fish with-
in these populations are considered to be rough fish. Rough fish are often able to withstand warm temperatures, poor wa-
ter quality and limited oxygen. These conditions are present in late summer months. A eutrophic state is the last stop 
along a lake’s lifetime. Eventually the lake will become much like a wetland: filled in and fully vegetated. 

Oligotrophic 

• Clear water, low productivity  

• Very desirable fishery of large 
game fish 

Mesotrophic  

• Increased production  

• Accumulated organic matter  

• Occasional algal bloom 

• Good fishery 

Eutrophic  

• Very productive  

• May experience oxygen 
depletion  

• Rough fish common 

A lake’s trophic state is a snapshot of its water quality, nutrients and clarity during its aging process. 

Word of the Day 
Limnology:  the study of the biological, chemical and physical features of lakes and other bodies of fresh water. 

 



What is so Rare as a Day in June  by James Russell Lowell  
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AND what is so rare as a day in June?  
Then, if ever, come perfect days;  
Then Heaven tries earth if it be in tune,  
And over it softly her warm ear lays;  
Whether we look, or whether we listen,  
We hear life murmur, or see it glisten;  
Every clod feels a stir of might,  
An instinct within it that reaches and towers,  
And, groping blindly above it for light,  
Climbs to a soul in grass and flowers;  
The flush of life may well be seen  
Thrilling back over hills and valleys;  
The cowslip startles in meadows green,  
The buttercup catches the sun in its chalice,  
And there's never a leaf nor a blade too mean  
To be some happy creature's palace;  
The little bird sits at his door in the sun,  
Atilt like a blossom among the leaves,  
And lets his illumined being o'errun  
With the deluge of summer it receives;  
His mate feels the eggs beneath her wings,  
And the heart in her dumb breast flutters and sings;  
He sings to the wide world, and she to her nest,-  
In the nice ear of Nature which song is the best? 
 
Now is the high-tide of the year,  
And whatever of life hath ebbed away  
Comes flooding back with a ripply cheer,  
Into every bare inlet and creek and bay;  
Now the heart is so full that a drop overfills it,  
We are happy now because God wills it;  

No matter how barren the past may have been,  
'Tis enough for us now that the leaves are green;  
We sit in the warm shade and feel right well  
How the sap creeps up and the blossoms swell;  
We may shut our eyes but we cannot help knowing  
That skies are clear and grass is growing;  
The breeze comes whispering in our ear,  
That dandelions are blossoming near,  
That maize has sprouted, that streams are flowing,  
That the river is bluer than the sky,  
That the robin is plastering his house hard by;  
And if the breeze kept the good news back,  
For our couriers we should not lack;  
We could guess it all by yon heifer's lowing,-  
And hark! How clear bold chanticleer,  
Warmed with the new wine of the year,  
Tells all in his lusty crowing! 
 
Joy comes, grief goes, we know not how;  
Everything is happy now,  
Everything is upward striving;  
'Tis as easy now for the heart to be true  
As for grass to be green or skies to be blue,-  
'Tis for the natural way of living:  
Who knows whither the clouds have fled?  
In the unscarred heaven they leave not wake,  
And the eyes forget the tears they have shed,  
The heart forgets its sorrow and ache;  
The soul partakes the season's youth,  
And the sulphurous rifts of passion and woe  
Lie deep 'neath a silence pure and smooth,  

       Like burnt-out craters healed with snow.  
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Photo Acknowledgements 

Many thanks to everyone who has sent me their lake photos.  I am saving the autumn pictures for the fall issue and the 
winter pictures for the winter issue.  The submitters of the excellent pictures in this issue are: 

 

Page 2:  Joe Smogor 

        3:  Dan Buran 

        6:  Marty Haavisto 

        7:  Mary Andrews 

        8:  DNR 

       12:  ILA member families 

       13:  Marty Haavisto 

 

Thank you.  -  Roger Ziff, Newsletter Editor. 
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Odds and Ends 

 

Interested in Indian Lake Spirit-ware? 
 

Best Embroideries in downtown Rhinelander is now offering clothing with the Indian Lake Association logo.  For more 
information, go to the home page of the Indian Lake Association website (www.IndianLakeAssociation.com) 
 

 

 

Freebie: 
 

If you want an older ping pong table at no charge that looks beat up, but works perfectly, please contact Roger Ziff at 
cziff@charter.net.   Note it is somewhat heavy and has no wheels.  

 

Indian Lake Association Membership Form 
Membership Year:  June 1 to May 31 

Annual Dues:  $20 

Please make your check payable to Indian Lake Association and mail it along with this form to :   

ILA Treasurer, P.O.  Box 1801, Eagle River, WI  54521 

 

Name:  ________________________________________ 

 

Lake Address:  ________________________________________________  Lake Phone: ______________________ 

 

Other Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Phone:  __________________________ Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

 

Do you receive mail at your lake address?     Yes  ____        No  ____ 

 

Would you like to be included in the Indian Lake directory?     Yes  ___     No  ___ 

 

Are you interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities with the association?   Yes  ____    No   ____ 

 

Comments or suggestions:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


