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A Message from Indian Lake Association President Mike McCarthy

Good morning, All:

There have been some changes this summer at the Indian Lake Association. | have been elected as the new president,
and Bob Eicher has been elected as the vice president. For those who do not know us, Bob and Sue Ann are part-time
residents and live on Arbutus Dr. Lisa and I live on Saari Point Dr. and are here full time.

First, I would like to personally thank Joe Smogor for serving as president for 17 years! Joe and Joy have been working
for all of us here on Indian Lake in a lot of capacities for the 20+ years that I've known them, and played an integral part
in obtaining the grant to get the Comprehensive Lake Plan done. Thanks Joe and Joy!

Secondly, I don’t see any need to change the direction, or focus, of the Association. That focus has always been about

protecting the health of our lake, and being an advocate to the wider world of the township, county, and state.

There are some changes occurring around the lake. Multiple companies, including Spectrum, are laying fiber optic cable
around the lake. There is one issue that 1 am personally trying to resolve - private roads. 1live on one. The others are
Stonecrest, the NE end of Tower Rd., and the SE end of Indian Lake Rd. Arbutus Drive and Indian Lake Road are county
roads that have a built-in casement. Not the private roads! Supposedly Spectrum will send us a letter asking for an ease-
ment on our properties, much like the power companies did when they buried our power. This project has layer upon lay-
er of subcontractors, and I have been unsuccessful in finding the correct person to talk to about getting this moving along,
but I am working on it.

We had an interesting weather year as far as lake health goes. A relatively early ice-out let the lakes warm up quickly.
June provided an abundance of rain to wash things into the lakes, and a long, warm fall has kept the lakes warmer than
usual. All this has led to some impressive blue-green algae blooms. 1 have not seen any on Indian Lake, but that's just one

guy's observation. We have a great local watershed, and it directly affects our water quality. Thanks to all of you for
being mindful of what gets in our water!

Lisa and I wish you a happy and safe holiday season and New Year. The next meeting will be in May. Please come. The
more the merrier!

Mike
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Services Performed by the Indian Lake Association

The main purpose of the Lake Association is to care for the lake. The association is NOT responsible for policing the
lake. The following services are performed by the association:

¢ Citizens Lake Quality Monitoring * Directory of Lake Residents

e Clean Boats/Clean Waters e Neighborhood Watch

o Loon Watch e Winter/Summer Social Gathering
o  Fisheries Updates e I[ndian Lake Newsletter

e Grant Applications ¢ Indian Lake Website

Indian Lake Volunteer Spirit

By Joe Smogor

On July 27, 2024, the ILA initiated a lake service day that encouraged lake residents to take positive actions for the good of
the lake community. Some of these citizen actions included: roadside clean-up, collecting plant/animal samples to check
for aquatic invasive species, shoreline property cleanup, and removal of fishing line, and other man-made debris . Volun-
teers also logged hours collecting and analyzing water samples for the Citizen Lake Monitoring Network. Our goal was to
log at least 25 hours of volunteer actions. I do not know if we reached our goal on July 27, but I bet we came very close. In
addition, an old boat/motor that had been partially submerged in the lake for over 10 years is now gone. The Clean
Boats, Clean Waters volunteers also provided an additional 18 hours of time at the boat landing during the 4™ of July
week.

The Wisconsin Citizen Lake Monitoring Network (formally called “SelfHelp Lake Monitoring”) began in 1986. The goals

of this program are to collect water quality data, and to empower and educate volunteer citizens. Today more than 1,100
volunteer citizens statewide are collecting water quality data for more than 850 Wisconsin lakes. The DNR and UW Ex-
tension staffs coordinate the program by providing training and the necessary equipment for the lake volunteers. Volun-
teer lake monitoring is an excellent way to learn about the water quality of the lake, and to observe and record any long-
term changes to the overall health of the lake. Wisconsin relies on the lake volunteers to be the stewards of water quality.
The dara collected by the Citizen Lake Monitoring Network can include measuring water clarity with a secchi disk, water
chemistry, including monitoring of temperature and dissolved oxygen, and water samples taken during the summer
months for phosphorus and chlorophyll. Another activity could include collecting plant samples and looking for aquatic
invasive species. Volunteers have collected water quality data from Indian Lake since 1986. The Citizen Lake Monitoring
Network is a key component of Indian Lake Management Plan. Many thanks to all of the volunteers who have participat-
ed in these programs. You can view the Indian Lake citizen volunteer data ar the following site (copy it out of this page and
paste in onto your web browser): htps://dnrwisconsin.shinvapps.io/WaterExplorer/2stationid=443043




Your Association at Work for You: Water Quality Testing

Joe Smogor, Bob Eicher, Mike McCarthy and Dennis Gill doing water quality testing.

Some of our Indian Lake CBCW volunteers:

Joe Smogor, Mike Noonan, Shirley Noonan, Sue Eicher, Jan Gill, Mike McCarthy, Dennis Gill, Bob Eicher.
Missing volunteers: Dan Buran, Phil Reid

Joe Bartholomew

é{-EAN BOATS
“LEAN WATERS
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These are the Creatures in Your Neighborhood: Bryozoans

Partly from a report by Kerry Bloedorn, who is with WXPR.

Bob and Sue AnnEicher on the north side of the lake recently found a strange gelatinous blob clinging to an open clam in
front of their house. They learned it was a type of a Bryozoan called a Pectinatellla Magnifca.

Aquatic Ecologist Susan Knight, who works at the Trout Lake Station, a UW Limnology field research lab near Boulder
Junction, said people in the past have sometimes called and said, “I've got something in my lake and it looks like human
brains”, and I say “l know exactly what you've got, you’ve got Bryozoans. There are many, many kinds of Bryozoans, but

the one that is kind of spectacular around here has the Latin name Pectinatella Magnifica, which I think is a great name.”

Bryozoans are similar to ocean coral, but instead of producing calcium deposits, they produce a gelatin like substance on
which they live. The animals that cover the jelly ball have tentacle-like structures that circulate water into their mouths

allowing them to feed on microorganisms in the water such as bacteria, fungi.

“They're actually filtering the water, so they're usually a sign of good water quality. They are native to Wisconsin Lakes,

and they are completely harmless”, said Knight.

These creatures passively attach themselves often times to trees in the water, or legs on docks, and begin cloning them-
selves, growing into the blobs we see during the summertime. The gelatin ball dissolves in the fall, and the bryozoan

morphs into a stage called a stratoblast, where it floats to a new location, stating its lifecycle again in the spring.




Early Sales Brochure for Lots Along the North and East Sides of Indian Lake
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By Roger Ziff, Newsletter Editor
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This sales document shows lots for sale on the north and east sides of Indian Lake. For reference,
the V-shaped point near the middle of the page is Saari Point Drive. In the fine print it says prices

ranged from $30 to $65 per foot of lake frontage. According to my tax bill, it is worth more than
that now.




Poem

A Bird, came down the Walk

By Emily Dickinson

A Bird, came down the Walk -
He did not know I saw -

He bit an Angle Worm in halves
And ate the fellow, raw,

And then, he drank a Dew

From a convenient Grass -

And then hopped sidewise to the Wall
To let a Beetle pass -

He glanced with rapid eyes,

That hurried all abroad -

They looked like frightened Beads, I thought,
He stirred his Velvet Head. -

Like one in danger, Cautious,
[ offered him a Crumb,
And he unrolled his feathers,

And rowed him softer Home -

Than Oars divide the Ocean,

Too silver for a seam,

Or Butterflies, off Banks of Noon,
Leap, plashless as they swim.

Commentary by Chrisoph Irmscher: Dickinson’s speaker startles a bird she has observed and discovers that it’s just not
possible to capture, in human words, how wonderfully smooth avian flight is. Dickinson’s bird “unrolls” its feathers and
flies away, a sight that reminds the earth-bound speaker of oars dividing “the ocean,” a metaphor she immediately rejects,
since a bird’s flight, “too silver for a seam,” leaves no traces in the sky. She then thinks of butterflies leaping from a
riverbank into the water below, “plashless as they swim,” But just as rowing isn't flying, swimming isn’t flying either.
Dickinson’s adjective “plashless,” intended to signify silence, still makes a noise as we read the line.
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In Memory of Indian Lake Friends

Barbara Martinko
May 5, 1950—June 24, 2024

Barbara died suddenly and unexpectedly at her home in Milwaukee on Monday, June 24 at the age of 74. She was the
beloved wife and soulmate of the late Thomas Martinko (5-25-16) for 33 years. She is survived by many friends, relatives,
and her beloved golden retriever, Zelda.

Barbara retired in 2005 from a storied career as a mathematics teacher and administrator with the Milwaukee Public
Schools system. While they enjoyed their Milwaukee home, Barb and Tom also enjoyed their time in the north woods.
They bought one of the Tower Ranch Camp buildings on Indian Lake in 1989 and named it “Stinky’s.” Their cabin was
the site of many parties, campfires, and overnights with family and friends. Barbara was the perfect hostess. Her love of
cooking and creativity were unmatched. For years Barbara hosted a gathering of women (of a certain age) around Hallow-
een that she dubbed, “The Crone Party.” Guests were challenged with a seasonal craft project and treated to a themed-
based luncheon. Those who were privileged to attend will have treasured memories of these events.

Barbara’s eye for color and skillful handwork made her an excellent knitter. She graced yarn shops from Milwaukee to St.
Germain sharing her projects and infectious laughter at the community table. The mathematician in Barbara showed in

her flawless technique. Barbara traveled with knitting groups to Iceland (2019) and Norway (2023) collecting beautiful
yarn, new friends, even more yarn, and happy memories.

As one of the founding members of the Indian Lake Association, Barbara shared her leadership skills, accepting the posi-
tion of president of the association for one term. She and Tom loved being on the water with their dogs, watching wildlife
and relaxing. They were the first trained “Loon Rangers” on Indian Lake. They cherished the magnificent birds and
worked hard to educate others and keep the birds safe. At times early in the morning or late at night you might find them
in “Sunday Morning Bay”" making their observations of the loons or just enjoying a beverage.

Barbara was smart, unique, compassionate, and very entertaining. Her students, neighbors, family, and friends will not

forget her. Memorials in Barbara’s name can be directed to the Milwaukee Rescue Mission, the Humane Society, or chari-
ty of choice.

Leonard Cohen's Anthem:

"Ring the bells that still can
ring

Forget your perfect
offering

There is a crack in
everything

That's how the light gets
in."
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Indian Lake Math and Logic

One of our neighbors has a cannonball and he does not know what to do
with it. He decides to drop it into the middle of the lake. He puts it on his
pontoon boat and drives out to the middle of the lake. He throws it over-

board.

When he throws it overboard does the level of the lake stay the same or go
up a little or down a lictle?

Last issue’s puzzles and solutions:
After more global warming, there were only three species of fish left in Indian Lake.
All but 30 were bluegills, all but 40 were bass, and all but 50 were northern pike.

How many northern pike were in the lake?

Answer: There were 10 northern pike.
Solution: Assume P = the total number of fish in the lake,
G = the number of bluegills,
B = the number of bass,
and N = the number of northerns.
ThenP=G+B+N,
G =P-30. B=P—40. N = P=50.
Substituting, P = 3P -120. 2P = 120. P = 60.
Therefore, N=10.

How many cubic inches of dirt are there in a hole that is one foot deep, two feet wide
and six feet long?

Answer: There are exactly no cubic inches of dirt in a hole of any size.
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Photo Acknowledgements

Special Note: Permission was obtained to use all photos in this newsletter taken by lake residents.

Many thanks to everyone who allowed me to use their lake photos. The creators of the great pictures in this issue are:

Page 2. Mike McCarthy Page 13. Unknown
4. Testing: Dennis Gill and Bob Eicher 14. Joy Smogor
4. CBCW: From Joe Smogor 15. Charles Schuster (RZ guest).
5. Bob and Sue Ann Eicher 14. Dianne Vanevehoven

8-9. Dennis Gill, Geneva Sullivan, Joe Smogor
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Status of Wake Boats/Wake Boards Restrictions

By Roger Ziff, Newsletter Editor

In the last issue, there was a brief article about wake boats/wake boards. There has been a lot of discussion around the
region, state and country about wake boats/wake boards and the damage they do to lakes and lake shores, especially if op-
erated too close to land. Thus far, there are no statewide restrictions in Wisconsin, or locally in Sugar Camp township.

However, at latest count, 31 Wisconsin municipalities have passed rules regulating wake boats/wake boards. In the pic-
ture below, note the first two lines.
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Another Floater

Also in the last issue, there was a brief article about items floating in the water and
another about fishing gear left behind.

Shown on the right is a floating Rapala that was removed from the water this past
sumimer.
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Odds and Ends

Indian Lake Turtle

Early this summer, a friend was fishing off our dock, and a small turtle swam
by. My friend threw him a minnow or two, which he cautiously ate (see pho-
to to right). He hung around the dock the rest of the weekend and we left.
The next weekend we came back, and the same turtle came up to the dock
looking for more food. Good memory (for a turtle)!

There are 11 species of turtle in Wisconsin. Here is a poem by Ogden
Nash regarding rurtles:

The Turtle

The turtle lives 'twixt plated decks
Which practically conceal it's sex.
| think it clever of the turtle
In such a fix to be so fertile.

Donations of Newspapers, etc. to Wild Instincts Rehab

If you wish to help out Wild Instinces rehabilitate injured animals, you can bring newspapers (no ads), sheets, blan-
kets, towels and tshirts to their location a little to the northwest of Rhinelander. You do not have to go in their
building to leave things. To find out more about Wild Instincts go to: hitp://www.wildinstinctsrehab.com/.

e L T L —
Indian Lake Association Website

For much more information about Indian Lake, go to our ILA website at: http://www.indianlakeassociation.com.

Thank you, Shirley Noonan, for all your work maintaining the website.

Indian Lake Facebook Site

One of our Indian Lake neighbors has created an Indian Lake Facebook site. Now you can post your own lake-related

pictures, notices, and comments. Search for "Indian Lake - Sugar Camp, WI". It's a private site, only open to residents
and family.
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Membership Form

Indian Lake Association Membership Form
Membership Year: July 1 to June 30
Annual Dues: $20

Please make your check payable to Indian Lake Association and mail it along with this form to :

[LA Treasurer, P.O. Box 1801, Eagle River, W1 54521

Name:

Lake Address: Lake Phone:

Other Address:

Other Phone: Email Address:

Do you receive mail at your lake address? Yes No

Would you like to be included in the Indian Lake directoryy Yes ___ No ___

Are you interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities with the association? Yes No

Comments or suggestions:

Artificial Intelligence and the Indian Lake Newletter
There is an artificial intelligence website called Google Notebook LM.

A friend loaded the last ILA newsletter into that website.

Within a few minutes, he received two things:

1. The summary below.
L. A casual artificial intelligence discussion of the newsletter by two pretend people.

If you want to hear the Al generated discussion of the newsletter, please email me for the link. It is amazing!

- Roger Ziff

Summary (Al-Generated):

The provided text is the Spring/Summer 2024 newsletter of the Indian Lake Association, an organization dedicated to
preserving the water quality and environment of Indian Lake in Wisconsin. The newsletter features articles and infor-
mation on a range of topics, including the lake's history, local wildlife sightings, invasive species, and upcoming events. It
also includes practical tips for residents, such as how to dispose of lead fishing tackle safely and how to participate in

citizen science initiatives. The newsletter also highlights the importance of membership to the Indian Lake Association,
inviting residents to join and contribute to the preservation of the lake
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