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Indian Lake Information Lake Things
Poem

Indian Lake, Oneida County, WI, is a 3&ate spring lake with a maximym ~ Memorial __ 10
depth of 26 feet and a mean depth of 10 f&&is mesotrophic lake has & Maih and Logic 11
relatively small watershed when compared to the size of thinti&a. Photo Acknowledgements 12
Lake contains 57 native plant species, of which fern pondweed is thefmost ©dds and Ends 13
common plant.Indian Lake may be considered a spring lake due to it$ lack Membership Form 14

of an inlet stream and presence of an oullié¢ater flows from this outlet
through Sugar Camp Creek and eventually into nearby Chain Lake

Indian Lake Association

The purpose dhdian Lake Association,(biartered in 2005) is to pre
serve and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water
quality, fishery, boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a pyblic r
reational facility for today and for future generations.

Website: www.IndianLakeAssociation.com

Reminder: Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20 for the July 1, 20p3
June 30, 2024 fiscal year. Mail dues to: ILA Treasurer

P.O. Box 1801
Eagle River, WI 54521

(See Membership Form on last page)




A Message from Indian Lake Association President Joe Smogor

The trees are showing some spectacular colors this year as we make the transition to the fall season. It was a warm
mer, but as the air and water temperatures go down, we start moving our boats and docks out of the water and into st
age. It was a good summer on the lake for fisherman, water skiers, paddlers, and for kids, who were getting pulled be
hind boats and PWC6s. The Il ong cold days of winter
on, and revise some of our Aol do accomplishments as

If we turn back the clock to 202012, the ILA saw a need to take actions. We needed a process to identify aquatic
invasive species (AlS) in the lake, and we needed more data to evaluate the overall water quality of the lake. We cha
to apply for a DNR grant to create a Lake Management Plan for Indian Lake. We formed a partnership with Onterra

LLC, a lake consulting firm, and in 2012 we received a grant for about $20,000 to help create our plan.

Field surveys were conducted in summer of 2012 and winter of 2013 to collect scientific data for this study, and by ea
2014 we had the core of a management plan thatdfas c
preserve Indian Lake and its surroundings, and to enhance the water quality, fishery, boating safety, and aesthetic

val ves of I ndian Lake as a public recreation facil it

Since the management plan was enacted in 2014 the ILA has been working on the goals identified in the plan. These
management goals are:

1. Deepen the Communityés Commitment to Protect, Pr
an Lake

2. Develop and Maintain Appropriate Communication and Coordination between the ILAssoaniation Resi-
dents and other Lake Management entities.

3. Il ncrease the | LA6s Capacity to Educate and Invol
ers _

4. Maintain Current Water Quality Conditions
5. Prevent Aquatic Invasive Species (AlS) introductions to Indian
6. Maintain and Enhance Indian Lake Fisheries and Fisheries Ha

We have come long way in the last 10 years, and we have been su s
in achieving many of these goals, but we are not done yet. This wil, =
hope to recruit members of the ILA to create action plans to help {'( Y
more of these goals. More information about this process will be ; P YL
via the ILA email group. P k=
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Services Performed by the Indian lake Association

The main purpose of the Lake Association is to care for the lake. The association is NOT responsible for policing the
lake. The following services are performed by the association:

Citizens Lake Quality Monitoring
Clean Boats/Clean Waters

Loon Watch

Fisheries Updates

Grant Applications

Directory of Lake Residents
Neighborhood Watch
Winter/Summer Social Gathering
Indian Lake Newsletter

Indian Lake Website

=A =4 =4 -4 =
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Indian Lake Water Quality

As part of the Wisconsin Citizens Lake Monitoring program , Joe Smogor and other Indian Lake residents have moni
tored Indian Lake over the years and submitted data to the DNR on the quality of Indian Lake. Some of this data is
available to see on the DNRG6s website (see the I ndie

The graphs below are from t he DNROG indian kalkeshasthad cleaanedwai n d i
ter (Secchi depth), lower phosphorus levels and lower chlorophyll levels than similar lakes in th@\Stizt¢hat
the reference to red dots below are shown as black dots here.)

Trophic status compared to similar lakes

Late summer trophic indicator averages (red) from the last 10 years cormpared to other SHALLOW HEADWATER lakes (gray box and whiskers). If red dots are
absent, not enough recent data exists to calculate an average.
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Death of our Loon

By Gary Mueller

This spring we were anxiously watching Indian Lake's new baby loon grow bigger every day and gain more indepenc
ence away from its adult chaperoBg.the end of June, the baby was paddling off, sometimes as far as 50 feet, from its
parents, while both parents were gathering food for the baby chick and keeping it safely within their sight. By the firs
few days of July, the baby loon was diving and staying under water for 15 to 20 seconds.

The morning of July 18th we observed both parents but no baby chick with them. One parent was loitering near the
end of our Shewasmbuonfully oallingifoeher.baby, and then submersing her head under the water, as
i f she was || istening ahicontmdedihto tine@ftefn@n andhtkernexb3é hoyrd adl the e t
while staying very closetothepeh or t |y after noon that first day, [
| sensed that the baby had been taken and that the mother was remaining in the area where she had last seen her b
As | drew nearer to the pier the tending parent became very agitated, and while | was still in waist deep water, the a
loon dove and torpedoed towards nkturriedly | got out of the water onto the pier and discontinued the search. For
the next three days, Sue and | mourned the loss of the baby chick, certain that it had fallen prey to a natural enemy,
eagle, a musky or a large snapping turtle.

Three evenings later Sue and | went kayaking and investigated around the pier. To our dread we found a tangled m:
of fishing line and feathers wound together around the end pier posts. Entangled in it was the decomposing body of
our beloved baby loorit died not because of a natural predator, but because of a fére@ause of death was ex-
haustion and drowning as a result of ensnarement in fishing Aimeeedless likely avoidable death.

| donot know where the fishing |ine came from, it we
erman that cast his line to fish close to the piers, or maybe it was a fishing line that was carelessly discarded into the
lake. | wished that it wasn't either of those.

Please everyone, occasionally check around your boat lifts and piers for wild life hazards. If you snag your line, remc
it instead of breaking the line and leaving it there. The line that killed our baby loon had been snagged on the pier be
fore the loon got tangled in it. All of us are responsible for the well being, health and beauty of our lake and it's wild-
life residents. We need to consider the impact of our activities whether it is fishing, boating, flying, swimming, tubing
jet skiing or just enjoying a float boat cruise. We all need to protect and take care of this wonderful resource that is s
before us. Hopefully next year our Indian Lake loons will successfully raise a family for all of our families to enjoy.
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The Center of the World
(or at least the center of the northern half of the Western Hemisphere)

By Roger Ziff, Newsletter Editor

You may not be aware that Sugar Camp has a latitude of 45.8189161 deg
a longitude of 89.2984486 degrees or what that means.

Sugy Cay

- Wisconsin

A latitude of exactly 45 degrees north means 45 degrees north of the equator, or halfway between the equator and t
north pole. A longitude of exactly 90 degrees west means 90 degrees west of Greenwich, England, or a quarter of t
way around the world from Greenwich.

The exact 45 x 90 location is a little west of Wausau, but compared to the whole world , we are pretty close. So, Inc
an Lake is pretty much halfway between the equator and the north pole and a quarter of the way around the world
from Greenwich, England.

There are only four 45 x 90 points in the world, and the two in the southern > o= " _
igohere are under water. The other northern hemigphere point isin aremote e TR

part of northwest China. So the only one that is really accessible is ours.
U e o

And what does this very special place west of Wausau look like? Have yol  1he a5 x90 p;ints on'aworld map ‘
seen a farm?

But there is a sign and markers and the Wausau Convention and Visitors Bureau has a registration book and gives
out commemorative coins to people who were there.

By the way, the fiantipodeodo of the Wi point (the poi
Ocean.

Welcome To The 45°N - 90°W Geographic Marker

Follow. the path to the exact center of the Northwest Hemisphere,
where the 45th Parallel of Latitude intersects the 90th Meridian of Longitude.
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Prepare Your Home for Wildfires
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Sheds should be at =
least 30 feet from

WISCONSIN DNR

Keep your roof clear
of leaves, needles and

other debris.

eep burnable

materials from
under and around >
all structures.

Keep your
woodpile £
30 feet from
structures. %
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HOW TO PREPARE YOUR HOME FOR WILDFIRES

KATHRYN A. KAHLER

Wisconsin has along
history of dangerous
wildfires that can burn
homes and other
structures in forested
areas and elsewhere,
and spring is the most
prolific time for wildfires
in the state. The DNR
estimates that 80% of all build-
ings destroyed by wildfire in Wis-
consin are lost between March and June.

Three factors that affect wildfire are weather, topog-
raphy and fuel — naturally occurring flammable material.
While the first two are beyond your control, you can
assess your risk, manage available fuel and take steps to
prepare your home for wildfires.

To assess your property for risk, first be aware of the
grades of fuel and how they are ignited:

® Fine fuels such as grasses, leaves and pine needles
ignite easily and burn quickly.

] 16 whnrmag.com

Keep woodpiles.at least
30 feet from building

e Ladder fuels including shrubs
and small trees carry fire to
4, treetops. ‘
® Heavy fuels like
trees, large limbs,
downed logs and out-
buildings burn longer
and produce more
heat.

Finally, think about
ignition. Most homes
near forestland destroyed
by wildfire are ignited by small
surface flames or flying embers

that land on roofs, porches or other flam-
mable surfaces. Most buildings are burned by fires that
started on the same property or at a neighbor’s.

With a little effort, you can improve your home's
chance of surviving a wildfire. A home that is Firewise
can survive a wildfire even without help from firefighters.

Picture your home in the center of a 100 to 200-foot
circle, called the home ignition zone. In a well-managed
zone, fuel sources are reduced so an approaching fire is
starved of the fuels it needs to burn. '
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Prepare Your Home for Wildfires (continued)
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