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Indian Lake Association 

 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve 
and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quality, fishery, 

boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreational facility for 

today and for future generations. 

Website:   www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 

Reminder:  Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20.00 per July 1—June 30 fiscal 

year.  Mail dues to:        ILA Treasurer 

               P.O. Box 1801   
                         Eagle River, WI   54521 
 

(See Membership Form on the last page.) 

Indian Lake Information 
 

Indian Lake, Oneida County, WI, is a 357-acre spring lake with a maximum 
depth of 26 feet and a mean depth of 10 feet.  This mesotrophic lake has a 
relatively small watershed when compared to the size of the lake.  Indian 
Lake contains 57 native plant species, of which fern pondweed is the most 
common plant.  Indian Lake may be considered a spring lake due to its lack 
of an inlet stream and presence of an outlet.  Water flows from this outlet 
through Sugar Camp Creek and eventually into nearby Chain Lake. 
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Mid-Winter Mindset 
 

I have always felt that the second or third week in February marks a time of transition from the dark cold days of winter to 
the lighter, and slightly warmer days of pre-spring.  We still have plenty of winter ahead to challenge us, but when the sun 
is out you can feel the energy and the hint of better days to come.  The sun rises imperceptibly earlier each day and the 
light lingers later each night before the darkness arrives.  Just in case you have been wondering about the bright object in 
the south east each morning, it is our neighboring planet Venus.  Venus will be the dominant object in the early morning 
sky throughout the spring and summer this year.  It will be at its brightest in early February, but remain visible until the 
end of August.   
 

Out on the lake there is a thick cover of snow and ice, and neighbors are out with trucks, snowmobiles, ATV’s, skis and 
snowshoes.  The last time I was out drilling holes there was about 24 inches of ice.  While we are out playing on the large 
floating mass of ice, there is a lot going on under our feet.  The fish are becoming less active at this time of year as their 
metabolism slows down due to the declining levels of dissolved oxygen in the water, and they tend to move to areas of the 
lake where there is more dissolved oxygen. 
 

Even when the lake water is covered by a thick layer of frozen water, photosynthesis by green plants under the ice continues 
to produce oxygen in the lake.  But as the winter wears on, and the amount of light from the sun that can penetrate the ice 
decreases, the oxygen that the fish need becomes more limited.  As plants decay near the bottom of the lake the oxygen is 
used up, and in some lakes the fish will be closer to the surface just under the ice, where there is more dissolved oxygen.  
During a long and cold winter with lots of snow and ice covering the water, some shallow lakes might experience  a condi-
tion called hypoxia, meaning there is not enough oxygen for the fish to live, and that can cause a winterkill.  Winterkill is a 
term used to describe a loss of fish in a lake due to a decrease of oxygen in the water.   

Hypoxia usually does not kill all of the fish, but it can reduce the populations of species that are not tolerant of hypoxia.  I 
have observed some dead fish in the springtime as the ice breaks up, but the good news is that it was not on Indian Lake. 
 

So far, it has been a cold and snowy winter compared to last year, but we have had some sunny February days.  Let’s hope 
the trend continues, and we have an early start to the open water season.  See you on the lake. 

A Message from Indian Lake Association  

President Joe Smogor 
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Seeking New ILA Secretary 
 
Kathy and I will be moving to Montana this summer so I will be resigning from my position as the ILA Secretary as soon as 
possible.   In order to be able to spend some time with the new (interim) secretary I am soliciting your help finding a volun-
teer.  The position does not require a lot of time but the individual should be comfortable with a computer and with 
email.  Most of the correspondence is handled via email so the individual who takes on this job does not have to be a full-
time resident.   
 
Here’s a summary of the secretary’s responsibilities: 
 

Document meetings of the Association 
Take notes & distribute minutes of official meetings. 
Recruit a substitute to take notes if you are unable to attend a meeting. 
 

Communicate with ILA members 
Maintain & monitor the official ILA email account (IndianLakeWI@gmail.com) 
Maintain the membership & community email list (Gmail) 
Send out (via email) meeting notices & other information as directed by the ILA President 
Distribute the Community Newsletter to the email list. 
 

Submit Required State & IRS forms – these tasks require just a few minutes. 
State of Wisc Annual Report for associations 
IRS Form 990-N annually 

 
Indian Lake Directory 
 
I have been publishing the Indian Lake Directory for the past 15 years.  The job is not necessarily part of the Secretary posi-
tion and Shirley Noonan has generously offered to take on publishing the Directory every summer, with the caveat that we 
find someone to assume her current role as the ILA Website Coordinator.   
 
Seeking an ILA Website Coordinator (www.IndianLakeAssociation.com) 
 
The ILA Website is fully developed but requires someone to update the notices, photos, and other information.  Shirley 
will be available to assist and train this individual.  Note that the Website Coordinator does not have to be a full-time resi-
dent and is easily managed from afar. 
 
Please feel free to contact Joe Smogor, ILA President (715-272-2030), Shirley Noonan (715-272-1036), or me, if you have 
any questions. 
 
Dave Noel 
dgnoel@gmail.com 
720-938-2128 

Important Letter from Dave Noel 
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Important Letter from Kathy Noel 

Friends and neighbors, 

 

Many years ago, Tom and Barbara Martinko brought the LoonWatch Program to Indian Lake.   It is a citizen science pro-
gram out of Northland College in Ashland.  Every year, volunteers from all over the state record data from their particu-
lar lake on the migration and breeding of our magical, musical, loons.  

 

When the Martinkos retired from monitoring, I was able to step in.  Soon, Dave and I will be moving to Montana to be 
resident grandparents.  I hope that someone will take over my role as Loon Ranger for Indian Lake to continue our par-
ticipation in the Program. 

 

LoonWatch holds workshops during the Spring to train monitors.  For the last two years these have been virtual.  The 
new schedule will be posted soon at:   

https://www.northland.edu/centers/soei/loonwatch/loons-get-involved/#ranger-signup 

 

Monitors receive a packet that contains the materials needed to begin monitoring as soon as the birds return, almost im-
mediately after the ice goes out. 

 

To volunteer or to ask for more information, please call, text or, email me. 

 

Kathy Noel 

kathynoel@gmail.com 

303-416-0522 
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WISCONSIN DNR 

FISHERIES INFORMATION SHEET 

LAKE: Indian COUNTY: Oneida YEAR: 2021 

In May 2021, the Department of Natural Resources conducted an elecrofishing survey on Indian Lake to as-

sess the bass and panfish community.  The survey specifically targeted Largemouth Bass, Smallmouth Bass, 
Black Crappie, Bluegill, and Pumpkinseed.  Game fish were collected during the entire 5.5 mile circuit with 1 

mile subsampled for panfish and other species.  Indian Lake is a seepage lake with 397 surface acres, 5.1 

miles of shoreline and a maximum depth of 26 feet. 
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BLACK CRAPPIE 

A total of 48 Black Crappies were captured while surveying Indian Lake.  Lengths ranged from 8.1 to 11.3 inches 

with an average size of 9.3 inches.  The size structure was moderate with 10% of the black crappies measuring 10 
inches or greater. 

BLUEGILL 

A total of 292 Bluegills were captured while surveying Indian Lake.  A subsample of 278 Bluegills were measured. 

Lengths ranged from 2.5 to 8.6 inches with an average of 5.7 inches.  Of the Bluegills measured, 18% were 7 inch-

es or greater. 

Bluegill Length Frequency Distribution 
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  Author:  Chad Leanna, WDNR 

 
 

Black Crappie Length Frequency Distribution 
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SMALLMOUTH BASS 

A total of 22 Smallmouth Bass were captured while surveying Indian Lake.  Lengths ranged from 8.4 to 17.6 inch-
es with an average of 12.2 inches.  Of the Smallmouth Bass measured, 23% were 14 inches or greater. 
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LARGEMOUTH BASS 

A total of 18 Largemouth Bass were captured while surveying Indian Lake.  Lengths ranged from 11.2 to 19.9 inch-

es with an average of 14.4 inches.  Size structure was good with 44% of the Largemouth Bass being 14 inches or 
greater. 

 
Northern Pike Length Frequency Distribution 
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OTHER SPECIES 

NORTHERN PIKE 

Northern Pike were not specifically targeted during the survey of Indian Lake, but were collected when encountered. 

A total of eight northern pike were handled.  The size structure of adult northern pike was relatively small and 
lengths ranged from 13.6 to 27.1 inches. 

WISCONSIN DNR 

FISHERIES INFORMATION SHEET 

(Continued) 

Smallmouth Bass Length Frequency Distribution 

Largemouth Bass Length Frequency Distribution 

Length (Inches) 
12              13             14             15             16               17              18             19             20             21             12             23             24             25             26             27             28 
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Walleye Length Frequency Distribution 

WISCONSIN DNR 

FISHERIES INFORMATION SHEET 

(Concluded) 

WALLEYE 

Walleye were not specifically targeted while surveying Indian Lake, but were collected when encountered.  A 

total of four walleye were handled.  Lengths ranges from 10.2 to 17.3 inches. 

Length (Inches) 

10        11        12        13       14         15        16       17 

In addition to the species listed above, Rock Bass (5), Golden Shiner (5), Pumpkinseed (2), Yellow Bullhead (2) and 

Bluntnose Minnows (2) were also captured. 

 

Fisheries Management contact: 

Chad Leanna, Fisheries Technician;  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 

107 Sutliff Avenue, Rhinelander, WI  54501;   (715) 365-3189;   Email:  Chad.Leanna@wisconsin.gov 
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1. White-tailed deer walk like babies crawl.  They move  limbs on opposite sides of their bodies at the same 

time.  Dogs, cats, hoofed animals and humans all walk this way. 

2. Raccoons move both limbs on the same side of their bodies together, with a kind of shuffling gait.  Bears, 

skunks, beavers, porcupines, and muskrats also walk this way. 

3. Some animals are bounders, such as otters, weasels and mink.  These animals walk by reaching out their 

front feet and then bringing their back feet up directly behind them. 

4. Rabbits are hoppers.  They push off with their back feet and land on their front feet and bring  their back 

feet forward, past the front feet.  Mice and squirrels also move this way, as do deer when they are running. 

From an article by Andrea Zani in the Winter 2021 Wisconsin Natural Resources magazine (published by the DNR). 

How Animals Walk 

                  Deer                                                Bear                                               Rabbit                                            Human 
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Belated Valentine’s Day Poems 

Jimmie’s got a goil 

By e e cummings 

 

Jimmie’s got a goil 
                              goil 
                                    goil, 
                                           Jimmie 
’s got a goil and 
she coitnly can shimmie 

when you see her shake 
                                       shake 
                                                 shake, 
                                                           when 
you see her shake a 
shimmie how you wish that you was Jimmie. 

Oh for such a gurl 
                             gurl 
                                   gurl,  
                                          oh 
for such a gurl to  
be a fellow’s twistandtwirl 

talk about your Sal- 
                               Sal- 
                                      Sal-,  
                                             talk 
about your Salo 
-mes but gimmie Jimmie’s gal. 

The Shoe Tying 

By Robert Herrick 

 

ANTHEA bade me tie her shoe; 

I did; and kissed the instep too; 

I would have kissed unto her knee, 

Had not her blush rebuked me. 
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Indian Lake Math and Logic 

1. Imagine you are about to take a bath in a bathroom that is soundproof, has no windows and had a door with a time 

lock that you set for 1.5 hours.  You turn on the water in the tub and wait till the tub is quite full before you go to 

turn it off.  Alas, you can’t turn off the water taps!  Remember you can’t call for help because of the soundproofing, 

and it takes half an hour for the room to fill with water.  You have 45 minutes left till the timeclock will open.  How 

do you keep from drowning? 

 

 

 

2. Joe throws an ordinary die, then Joy throws the same die.  What is the probability that Joy will throw a higher num-

ber than Joe? 

 

 

3. “How much will one cost?”  “Twenty cents,” replied the clerk at Ace Hardware. 

      “And how much will twelve cost?”  “Forty cents,” said the clerk. 

      “Okay.  I’ll take nine hundred and twelve.”  “That will be sixty cents.” 

      What was the customer buying? 

 

 

 

4. In the following line of letters, cross out six letters so that the remaining letters, without altering their sequence, will 

spell a familiar English word: 

 B  S  A  I  N  X  L  E  A  T  N  T  E  A  R  S 

 

Last Issue’s puzzle and solution: 

Jim runs 10 yards, then turns 180 degrees and runs 10 more yards.  After repeating the turn and running two more 

times, he ends up 25 yards away from where he started.  How: 

 

Answer:  He was running up a stairway. 
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Photo Acknowledgements 

Photos 

Do you have any good Indian Lake photos (or story ideas)  you would be willing to contribute to the newsletter?  If so, 

please email them to Roger Ziff at rogerziff@gmail.com. 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has sent me their lake photos.  The submitters of the excellent pictures in this issue are: 

Page  1  Joe Smogor 

         4  Dianne Mueller 

         5  Marty Haavisto 

         9  Dianne Mueller (Human track);   Joe Bartholomew (Moonlight on the Bay) 

       12  Caroline Reeve (November sunrise) 

       13  Joe Bartholomew (Sunrise; Neighbors visiting the feeder) 

       14  Joe Bartholomew (left:  Joe Smogor and Danny Martinez [Joe B.’s grandson] ice fishing) 

                                          (right:  Ice fishing day comes to an end with fun but no luck). 
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Odds and Ends 

Indian Lake Association Website 

For much more information about Indian Lake, go to our 

ILA website at:  http://www.indianlakeassociation.com. 

Thank you, Shirley Noonan, for all your work maintain-

ing the website. 

Indian Lake Facebook site 

One of our Indian Lake neighbors has created an Indian 

Lake Facebook site. Now you can post your own lake-
related pictures, notices, and comments.  Search for 

"Indian Lake - Sugar Camp, WI".  It's a private site, only 

open to residents and family.  

Donations of Newspapers, etc. to Wild In-

stincts Rehab 

If you wish to help out Wild Instincts rehabilitate injured 

animals, you can bring newspapers (no ads), sheets, blan-

kets, towels and t-shirts to their location a little to the 

northwest of Rhinelander.  You do not have to go in their 

building to leave things.  To find out more about Wild 

Instincts go to: http://www.wildinstinctsrehab.com/. 

2020-21 ILA Financial Audit 

The financial records of the Indian Lake Association for 

the year ended June 30, 2021, were examined by a retired 
CPA.  Based on his examination, the ending cash balance 

on the ILA books at June 30, 2021, was correct and the 

compilation of association receipts and disbursements for 

the year correctly reflected the association’s actual receipts 

and disbursements during the year. 

Page 13 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wildinstinctsrehab.com/


Membership Form 

Indian Lake Association Membership Form 

Membership Year:  July 1 to June 30 

Annual Dues:  $20 

Please make your check payable to Indian Lake Association and mail it along with this form to :   

ILA Treasurer, P.O.  Box 1801, Eagle River, WI  54521 

 

Name:  ________________________________________ 

 

Lake Address:  ________________________________________________  Lake Phone: ______________________ 

 

Other Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Phone:  __________________________ Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

Do you receive mail at your lake address?     Yes  ____        No  ____ 

Would you like to be included in the Indian Lake directory?     Yes  ___     No  ___ 

Are you interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities with the association?   Yes  ____    No   ____ 

 

Comments or suggestions:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
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