Indian Lake Community
Newsletter
A Message from Indian Lake Association
President Joe Smogor
Indian Lake
Walleye Update

On September 23, 2013, the
DNR stocked Indian Lake
with 1,983 large fingerling
walleye averaging 7.6 inches.
This was the first walleye
stocking of Indian Lake since
1991. The DNR uses both
spring and fall electrofishing
surveys to determine the recruitment of walleyes, and
the adult spawning population.
In the fall, young walleye are
the primary target of the survey, young-of-year (yoy,
born this spring, 4-8 inches in
length) and age-1 (born the
previous spring, 8-10 inches
in length). A good yearclass
is produced by about 12 or
more yoy walleye per mile of
shoreline. John Kubisiak, the
DNR Fisheries Biologist,
who participated in the electrofishing studies commented
on the results. He said, “ I
don’t attach as much weight
to age-1 fish, because they
don’t always show up in the
survey, but I’m happy when I
see around 3-5 fish per
mile. Recruitment tends to be
highly variable among years,
and one good yearclass every
three to four years is enough

to maintain a population. On
Indian Lake, we captured
11.2 yoy and 1.8 age-1 walleye per mile in 2004, 2.2 yoy
and 0 age-1 per mile in 2007,
and 0.4 yoy and 0.6 age-1 per
mile in 2011. So we saw fish
every year, but low to moderate numbers.”
Spring electrofishing provides
a snapshot of the adult,
spawning population. Indian
Lake was electrofished on
March 31, 2012 (report link is
below). The adult walleye
catch of 8.6 per mile was reasonable for a moderatedensity population (12.7 per
mile were captured in
2004). However, the lack of
smaller fish and the fact that
one quarter of the fish bore
the fin clip used 8 years earlier suggest that walleye recruitment has been stagnant
and the population could use
some supplemental stocking.
Kubisiak summarized the
surveys in this way. He said,
“The short answer is that we
looked at the Indian Lake
walleye population from a
couple different angles in
recent years. We saw consistent low-level recruitment,
but no strong yearclasses
coming in. So I requested a
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small fingerling quota for
2013. With the “Wisconsin
Walleye Initiative,” I was
able to convert most of my
small fingerling quotas (1.5-2
inches, stocked in June) to
large fingerlings (6-8 inches,
stocked in fall), which tend to
be more consistent.” Fish
quotas can be requested every
other year, and Kubisiak has
requested more walleye for
Indian Lake for 2015. Anglers should check the “DNR
Fishing Regulations” for size
and daily bag limits.
To view the 2012 spring survey report (scroll down to
Oneida Co, 2012).
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/
north/trtysprngsrvys.html
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Special points of interest:
 First walleye stocking since
1991
 1,983 walleyes stocked in Indian Lake on September 23, 2013
 More walleyes requested for
2015

Chili on Ice VI February 15, 2014
An informal gathering of the Indian
Lake/Sugar Camp
Lake Community

Saturday

CANCELLATION
NOTICE WILL BE
BY E-MAIL AND AT
BOAT RAMP
If in doubt – call Joy!

February 15, 2014
12:00 Noon
We will meet at the
boat landing—unless
otherwise notified.

Please join us and
bring:




Weather Permitting


In late fall/early winter

the Larsons purchased the
Graham home on Tower
Road.
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Sour cream, shredded cheese,
chopped onions,
crackers, and desserts will be
provided)

Questions: contact Joy Smogor
–
715-272-2030

chili to dump in a
common pot
bowl and spoon
beverage of your
choice
something to sit on

Meet the New Neighbors—The Larsons
We are a family of four
from Pewaukee. We have
two children, Tyler (18) and
Courtney (16) who are attending high school in
Waukesha. Tyler will be
going to UW Madison next
fall. Tyler likes basketball
(plays on his high school
team), football, and hanging
out with his friends. He is
excited about attending
Madison next year. Courtney likes tennis and soccer
and hanging out (and chatting) with her friends.

Trish is a Financial
Advisor and CPA who likes
Yoga, Pilates, being around
her family, and getting together with friends. She also
likes being up north and
spent time in her teens living in Wabeno, so she
knows all about living in
northern Wisconsin.
Donn works for GE
Healthcare in Milwaukee
as a Process Engineer. In
his spare time (what is that
anyway? ) he likes to fish,

golf, shoot trap, cross country ski, compete in 5K runs
and triathlons, and wants to
learn to hunt.
The Larsons are looking
forward to meeting the
neighbors at Indian Lake!

Early Winter 2014

In Memory of Bud Kraut

Bernell A. “Bud” Kraut, age 89, of Eagle River, died on August 23,
2013, surrounded by his loving family. Bud was born and raised in Clintonville.
He married Ellen on Nov. 4, 1950. Bud was employed as a toolmaker at Wisconsin Drill Head Company in West Allis for more than 40 years, retiring in
1988. He and Ellen, his beloved wife of 63 years, moved to Eagle River in
1992. Bud was the loving father of Pam, Jeff, and the late Dave. He was the
beloved grandpa of Ryan and Alyssa Kraut.
Bud was a longtime member of Our Savior Lutheran Church in
Eagle River, the Sugar Camp Lions’ Club, and was a past member of the American Legion in Eagle River. The Kraut family owns a cabin on Indian Lake located on Timber Lane.

Lake Management Plan Update by Dave Noel
As most of you are aware, for the past two years we’ve been working on a comprehensive lake assessment and management plan for Indian Lake. With financial support from the DNR and the Indian Lake
community, we were able to hire a consulting firm, Onterra, LLC, to perform a complete environmental assessment of the health of the lake. We’re now working with Onterra and the DNR to develop a management
plan intended to ensure the long-term health of Indian Lake.
As I reported in the last newsletter, after two years of sampling and testing, Indian Lake scored above
average as compared to other lakes in northern Wisconsin. We should be pleased that we live on one of the
healthiest lakes in the region. The next step in the project is to develop a plan to maintain the long-term
health of the lake, which of course was the real objective of the project. Onterra has developed a number of
management goals toward this end, which the “ILA Lake Management Committee” is currently reviewing.
Once the DNR has had an opportunity to review the draft management plan and associated goals, we will organize a community meeting to review the draft management plan. Overall I am extremely pleased with the
results of the assessment and the draft plan, and look forward to reviewing and receiving input from the lake
community before the plan is finalized, and implementation begins. At this point the timing is somewhat
contingent on the DNR review, but I am hoping to be able to organize a community meeting in mid-June
when everyone will be able to review and comment on the final (draft) plan.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly if you have any questions about the plan or the process.
dgnoel@gmail.com

Indian Lake Community
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Canine Neighbors by Kathy Noel
We are hearing more and more about wolf sightings and soundings in our area. A number of pet
“depredations” have occurred in surrounding counties in recent years. One attack occurred near the town of
Crescent, here in Oneida County, last summer. I actually know the woman who was walking the dogs at the
time, and I can report that both dogs survived the frightening experience. But, because I let my dogs run in
the woods, I have begun to pay more attention to the facts about “our” wolves.
I have found a very useful website that I wanted to share. http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/wolf.
The site has many pages and features maps, pictures, charts, and information on wolves and wolf behavior. It
also allows one to sign up for alerts and updates on wolf activity in the area.
The following information was compiled from The WDNR site as well as similar sites from Michigan, Washington, and Idaho.

Basic Facts:
The Wisconsin wolves are gray wolves, also referred to as timber wolves.
Wolves are social animals, living in a family group, or pack.
A wolf pack's territory may cover 20-80 square miles, about one tenth the size of an average Wisconsin county.
Size:
Length: 5.0-5.5 feet long (including 15-19 inch tail)
Height: 2.5 feet high
Weight: 50-100 pounds/average for adults. Females generally are quite a bit smaller than males.
Diet: 55 percent white-tailed deer; 16 percent beavers; 10 percent snowshoe hares; and 19 percent mice, squirrels, muskrats, and other small mammals.

The territories of the Wisconsin wolf packs are shown on the above website. It is clear that no wolves have
yet made their way to the Sugar Camp area. It isn’t surprising, however, that many of our friends and neighbors believe that they have seen or heard them.
“It is difficult to distinguish between wolves, coyotes and dogs, especially if the light is bad,
the sighting is brief or the animal is far away. Because of their relatively long legs and lanky body, the first
impression of a wolf is often that of a deer or calf.” http://westernwildlife.org/gray-wolf-outreach-project/library-2/
Pictures of the two, side by side, show both the similarity of their appearance and the significant difference in size. The best way to be sure of whether you have encountered a coyote or a wolf is to measure the
track. It is easier to do this in the snowy season, but is very important to measure the track when it is fresh as
melting and freezing can change the size and shape of the track radically.
Note the comparative sizes of canine tracks below. Notice that, contrary to the text, these are NOT actual
size.

Hearing a wolf howl in the wild is more common than seeing one. However, differentiating between a wolf
howl and the howl of a coyote or domestic dog can be difficult, as well.

Listen for differences:
Wolves howl in long and low tones and seldom bark, but they do practice “bark howling” when
they become alarmed. Howling wolf pups can sound similar to coyotes.
Coyote howls are generally mixed with yips, yelps, and barks that are higher pitched than those of
wolves.
The howls of large dog breeds are sometimes difficult to distinguish from the howls of wolves.

The issue of dogs and wolves is that canids will not tolerate another of their species in their territory.
While my friend in Crescent was fortunate to be able to scare the wolves away and quickly remove her dogs,
that is not usually the case. For the time being, I have decided to put bells on my dogs when I walk in the
woods and to call them back to me more frequently. I hope that the noise we make will prevent us from surprising predators, and that I can quickly leash them if necessary. And, I will be keeping up with the tracking
information provided by the WDNR.
Author’s note:
I have followed the wolf situation in Yellowstone since before wolves were reintroduced. Our family had a
chance to hear a speaker describe the plan for the release while camping in the Park, when it was just an idea. When
the plan became a reality, in 1993, my third grade class made a long term project of reading about, charting, and mapping the events leading up to and after the release of the wolves.
My husband, Dave, and I visited the park again in the winter of 2006. We were able to see the original release
pens, track wolves with expert guide, Jim Halfpenny, and actually hear and see wolves. I got in trouble for howling
back to one wolf as apparently, that is “not done.” Meanwhile, our daughter and son-in-law settled in Jackson Hole,
and they keep us up to date on wolf matters. It is truly amazing how the animal populations, and even the landscape,
have changed since the wolves were returned. Simply, deer herds are smaller but healthier, and the forest understory
and the grasslands have begun to thrive providing food and cover for small animals and ground birds. These areas are
no longer overgrazed since the wolves have driven the deer and elk into the woods to find cover. The willows on river
banks and creek sides have regenerated as well, supporting the beavers and protecting the waterways from erosion. Finally, the fishery has improved dramatically since the water is deeper, flows faster, and stays cooler than it did in the
1980s. So, I welcome the wolves. And I understand that my walking habits and my dogs’ greatest joy, running free
through the wild woods, will likely have to change. We will make do with the treat of hearing the howls from the safety of our screened porch. KN

THIS AND THAT
Something to look forward to!

The Olson Memorial Library in
Eagle River recently raised the
funds to go ahead with an expansion. Hopefully by spring they
will be breaking ground. Neighbors on Indian Lake are invited
to use this wonderful local resource.
Shirley Noonan

Reminder:
Dues for the Indian Lake
Association are due on July
1 for the 2014-15 fiscal year.
Dues remain $10.00

If you have ideas to contribute to the Indian Lake
Community Newsletter, please contact Joy Smogor:
joysmogor@frontiernet.net
Our “permanent” features are:
 President’s Comments
 Obituaries
 Welcome New Neighbors
 Market Place

Special thanks to editors :
Al Albee
Suzanne Milles
Kathy Noel

For trying to find my mistakes before publishing.

