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 I was recently asked by the Associa-
tion to write an article about myself now that I 
have been elected President of the ILA.  Be-
fore I begin, however, I would like to thank 
the outgoing officers and directors of the Asso-
ciation. They have been instrumental in pre-
serving and caring for our lake. Thank you for 
the time and effort that you have devoted to 
our lake. 

And now I will begin with what is dear to my 
heart, Indian Lake. I love this lake and one of 
the reasons is that it affords me an opportuni-
ty to bask in its quiet beauty and to experience 
a serenity that is foreign to my daily life. That 
serenity is so inspiring to me that it has 
prompted me to write poems, such as the one 
below:  

 

Serenity 

I sit quietly gazing at the lake  

While Mozart plays his Serenade in B Flat.  

All is stillness and silence,  

Save for the occasional call of the loon.  

 

Hundreds of years ago at this very spot 

The Ojibwa camped on these shores 

 

And danced around the campfire 

Celebrating the bounties of nature. 

 

The lake has been here for eons, 

Formed by the glaciers 

That dug out the landscape 

And caused springs to fill the cavities. 

 

Still today it lies quiescent and tranquil 

Oblivious to the passage of time 

Ever present, imperturbable  

Healing me with its stillness and serenity. 

 
 
 My relationship with the lake stems 
from my husband’s experience as a youngster 
with his parents coming up to stay at the 
Donnelly Resort on the lake and to spend 
hours at his favorite pastime – fishing. It was 
a no brainer as to where we would spend our 
honeymoon – at one of the Donnelly cottages 
– complete with outhouse and outdoor show-
er. And we didn’t mind it one bit because the 
lake was so beautiful. 
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President’s message — continued 

 Coming up to the resort became a yearly habit until 
one summer we saw workers putting up signs on one end of 
the lake where there were no houses and that was it. We 
inquired about the cost and found that it was $2500 for a 
lot with 100 ft. of frontage.  $2500 doesn’t sound like a lot 
of money today, but back then it was half my salary as a new 
teacher. So --- we borrowed from my parents, his parents, 
and my brother and purchased the lot and it has been 
worth every penny since. 

 In 1973 we finally built a cottage – a Wausau home 
– 1 bath, 3 bedrooms, a kitchen, and a living room – and 
that was all we needed because most of our time was spent 
outdoors – fishing, canoeing, kayaking or walking in the 
woods. We were doubly blessed with the hundreds of acres 
of forestland behind our cottage with miles and miles of 
trails to walk. 

 And walk we did with our various dogs over the 
years. And while my husband Bob would fish, I would sit in 
the boat and read and we were both happy as larks – or 
should I say loons.  Bob was an excellent fisherman and his 
piece de resistance was catching big fish – a 40” musky and a 
36” Northern that hang on the wall of our cottage to this 
day.   

 Another blessing was our neighbors with whom we 
became close friends. Not a day passes without stopping to 
chat while walking our dogs, or going out together to a fish 
fry, or taking a ride on the pontoon. Neighbors up here are 
friends – always willing to go out and have a good time and 
always willing to help when you need help.  Their friend-
ship has helped me greatly with the passing of my husband 
two years ago. 

 There is nothing like the peace and tranquility that 
surrounds you as you sit on your deck and look out over the 
lake.  You can see the eagle circling overhead and hear the 
loons whistling to their mates; you can hear the chorus of 
peepers in the spring and the bass grunting of the frogs in 
the summer. And yes, the mosquitoes can be a pain but the 
beauty and serenity of the landscape is restorative. 

 How blessed am I to have found this paradise, espe-
cially after having grown up in a big city. I grew up on the 
South Side of Chicago in a community that was predomi-
nantly Hungarian. In fact, my father was the pastor of the 
Hungarian Evangelical and Reformed Church at 92nd St. 
and Langley.  The neighborhood was wall to wall houses 

with perhaps 10 ft. between each.  It was an urban area 
where people worked 9 to 5; transportation was by the 
trolley cars (yes, I am that old), then buses, and the IC 
– Illinois Central RR.  Nature was barely present and 
survived only in the parkways where the city planted 
trees.  The tranquility of nature was something totally 
foreign to me at that time. 

 My career in education began as an English 
teacher at Willowbrook High School in Villa Park. 
Eventually I became an Assistant Principal and then 
after receiving my PhD, I became the Assistant Super-
intendent of Maine Township H.S. District 207 in 
Park Ridge, Illinois (the district from which Harrison 
Ford and Hillary Clinton graduated. Hillary visited 
with Bill but, Harrison Ford never visited the school 
while I was there – darn!) Needless to say my life was 
always busy. I was either grading papers or prepping for 
classes or preparing for meetings. Then when I retired 
from the school district I became a full time university 
professor at National-Louis University. Then when I 
retired again I finally had time to read, to write, to 
walk my dogs, to work on my book (Growing Up Ethnic: 
An American Love Story) and to think about how blessed 
I am to have a place on Indian Lake for it truly is a 
place where I have found Serenity. 

 So thank you for electing me President of the 
Lake Association. I feel privileged to be able to watch 
over the beauty of this blessed environment and con-
sider it a sacred honor. 

 

 

P.S. 

Because I grew up in a Hungarian community, I have 
many wonderful recipes from my mother: goulash, 
goulash leves (soup), chicken paprikas, cream of green 
bean soup, and so on. If you would like a recipe, just 
ask – but it will cost you a glass of wine.   

Suzanne Millies 
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Pontoon and Picnic—2014  by Knobby Hoover 
July 26, 2014 

 What a gorgeous day for a party!  A severe storm 
the night before cleared the way for a warm (80) and 
sunny day. 

 This year we tied together 10 pontoons and 
were joined later by a kayak.  Betsy just moved here and 
has already paddled quickly into the social scene. 

 

  

The BBQ was a huge success with over 50 in at-
tendance.  We had a great variety of delicious and 
plentiful food.  A big THANK YOU once again to 
our hosts, Steve and Jean Ann Newcomb.  You 
two are really getting good at this! 

 Don’t forget to attend next year in July.  
It’s a fabulous way to meet your neighbors. 
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In Memory of Indian Lake Friends    

Karl R. Zimmer 
 Born on September 5, 1926, Karl Zimmer died on May 18, 2014.  His family recog-
nized him as a “Renaissance man in a modern world.” He was a Navy veteran of WWII.  He 
met and married Barbara Evans at The College at the University of Chicago.  They were married 
for 61 years before Barbara passed away 4 years ago, and he missed her deeply every day.  Dur-
ing the course of the lake study, Karl was the most generous benefactor to the Indian Lake As-
sociation in Barbara’s name.  A scholar and a businessman, Karl (along with Barbara) aspired 
through their volunteer work to make Indianapolis, IN a place where culture and the arts 
could thrive.  Following are two excerpts from Karl’s obituary.  The whole text can be found on 

line at The Indianapolis Star. 

 “He was a counselor, an advocate, and a staunch supporter of all who had a vision and a passion for 
the arts, and his generous help allowed may gifted artists to achieve their creative aspirations.” 
 “In addition to two successful careers and a life full of community engagement, Karl was a race car 
driver, a yachtsman, and a gifted writer with three published books. . .” 
 Karl is survived by three children: Kaarina Ann Zimmer (The Hague, the Netherlands), Karl R. Zim-
mer III (Plainfield, IN), and Erik Hunter Zimmer (Boston, MA). He is further survived by one sister and two 
grandchildren. 

 
Ann Krenzke 
 
Ann Elisabeth (nee: Kreul) Krenzke passed away on Thursday, July 31st, 2014 at Theda Clark Medical Center, 
Neenah, WI. She was born and lived in Racine, WI and retired to Eagle River, WI. and Englewood, FL. She was 
born on September 19th, 1942, to Dr. William R. Kreul and C. Eleanor (nee: Nielsen) Kreul. On September 
9th, 1961, Ann was united in marriage to William A. Krenzke. Ann is survived by her husband William A. 
Krenzke and five children:  Jean (William) Menarek of Kenosha, Steven (Barbara) Krenzke of Crown Point, IN, 
Kathryn (Robert) Omelina of Racine, Elisabeth Erickson of Racine, and Laura (Deno) Loukidis of Oshkosh. She 
is also survived by 16 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, and siblings Dr. William (Mary) Kreul of Three 
Lakes, Catherine (William) Balthazor of Oconomowoc, David (Cheryl) of Kirkland, WA, Dr. Paul Kreul of 
Elkhorn, Charles Kreul of Poynette, and Dr. Fredrick (Mary) Kreul of Stevens Point. Also surviving are life-long 
friends, Donald and Barbara Elmer of Racine. Preceding Ann in death was her father, Dr. William Kreul, her 
mother, C. Eleanor Kreul, a sister, Margaret Kreul, a brother-in-law, Dominic Forgianni and a sister-in-law, An-
drea Alder.   
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Lake Grant Initiative Updates 

I took over the Aquatic Invasive Species /Clean 
Boats and Clean Waters Program for Indian 
Lake.  
 I attended a class on the new updates of 
how to provide information about AIS and how 
to fill out the new form. I then went to each of 
the sessions at the landing to train the volun-
teers. We have had CBCW inspections at our 
boat landing three weekends so far this year. We 
even went over how to check out the boat, trail-
er, and live well with the DNR Conservation 
Wardens when they put in and pulled out of the 
water.  
 There has been a lot of positive feedback 
and thank you’s given to the volunteers.  

We have one more weekend of inspections over the 
Labor Day weekend. I would appreciate any-
body who is at the lake at that time to please 
check their availability.  We need folks to 
volunteer.  The time at the landing is time 
well spent talking to the person(s) you are 
paired for inspections with, as well as visitors 
and the people who are launching or pulling 
their boats out. 

If you have time to volunteer for our final 
weekend of inspections, please call me at: 
630-947-6503 

AIS and CBCW Program Director : Joe Bartholomew  

You can purchase your own CWCB t-shirt or hat by going to:  http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-

ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources/supplies.aspx  or call 715-346-2116 for help 

 

Many in the Indian Lake community knew Ann as the “coaster lady”.  She taught neighbors how to make these 
darling gifts.  Ann and Bill loved to entertain. For years they helped organize the pontoon party on the lake and 
occasionally were hosts of the BBQ afterwards.  They enjoyed the “Wapatuli” gatherings which were the precur-
sors to the “Chili on the Ice” parties.  Because Ann was an avid Packer fan, when invited to their Packer parties, 
one was encouraged to “watch the game” -- but no talking was allowed! She was also a talented cook.  The high-
light of their annual Christmas party was waiting for the “cheesy potato bake” to come out of the oven. Ann 
had an eye for making things beautiful and was happiest working in her flower garden. Being a stay at home 
mom and an excellent seamstress, she at one time made a living making draperies.  The Chanticleer Inn in Ea-
gle River was one of her customers. Ann loved music and sang with the Nicolet Choraleers for years. She also 
enjoyed reading.  She adored Bill, her grandchildren, Indian Lake and their place in Florida.  A wonderful wife, 
mother, grandmother, great grandmother, sister, aunt and friend to many, she will be greatly missed.  

 

A memorial mass will be celebrated at St Theresa Catholic Church in Three Lakes, Wisconsin 
at 11:00 a.m. on September 20, 2014.  

There will be a lunch afterwards at the Oneida Village Inn. 
 

 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources/supplies.aspx
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources/supplies.aspx
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Indian Lake Water Monitoring 
Continued:  Joe Smogor 

 

 On July 23, seven members of the ILA participated 
in a lake monitoring session with two assistants from the 
Oneida County Aquatic Invasive Species team.  The group 
met at the boat landing and proceeded out to the deep 
hole of the lake to measure water clarity with a secchi disk.  
After that, they measured temperature and dissolved oxy-
gen every three feet from the surface to the bottom of the 
lake.  The group also checked for aquatic invasive species 
near the boat landing, and at two other areas of the lake.  
The group walked in shallow water for approximately 100 
feet and observed the plants and animals with an underwa-
ter aqua scope.  The training provided by both Stephanie 
and Sarah from the county AIS team was very informative.  
No new invasive species were found during the sampling, 
but the ILA will continue to monitor the lake as one of the 
initiatives from our lake management plan. 
 

 

 On July 24, Joe Smogor and Dave Noel 
were trained to monitor Indian Lake chemistry, 
which includes temperature, dissolved oxygen, 
phosphorus, and chlorophyll.  These measurements 
are taken four times a year, and the samples are 
sent to the state lab in Madison for analysis.  The 
chemistry results will help to give us a picture of the 
overall health and productivity of the lake water.  
These water chemistry tests are used to determine 
the TSI (trophic state index) of the lake.  The TSI is 
a continuum scale of 0-100, corresponding with the 
clearest and most nutrient poor lake possible, to 
the least clear and most nutrient rich lake.  The TSI 
average for Indian Lake over the last 7-10 years has 
been in the low 40 range, which means that our 
lake is a mesotrophic lake characterized by moder-
ately clear water, with an increasing chance of low 
dissolved oxygen in deep water during the summer.  
The monitoring of aquatic invasive species and wa-
ter chemistry are both important actions taken by 
our lake association to help us reach our manage-
ment goal of maintaining the current water quality 

conditions. 

Lake Grant Initiative Updates—continued 



Leadership Opportunity!!!!!!!! 
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This is your chance to get involved, meet neighbors, and take a leadership role.   

The Indian lake Association is in need of a Vice President!   
Besides attending the directors’ meeting and the annual meeting, the vice president is in charge of overseeing 

the activities and progress made on the recently completed Lake Management Plan initiatives.   

Does this sound like something that might be of interest to you?   

If so, please contact president Suzanne Milles at 715-272-1380 to put your name in for consideration. 
 

Many hands make light work! 

Meet the Neighbors:  Priests and Shobergs 
The Priest family bought Doug and Bev Morris’ place at 7130 Timber Lane, #85 in your directory.  Nancy 
shared this information about their family: 

 David and Nancy Priest have been enjoying their first summer up at Indian Lake!   They are from 
Neenah WI and have four children: Stephen (14), Thomas (12), Hannah (9) and Daniel (5).  The seventh mem-
ber of their family is a yellow lab named Tilly.  David works for Stifel Nicolaus Inc, Green Bay, as Branch Man-
ager and Nancy is a stay at home mom.  All four children play soccer and hockey, which keeps the family busy 
throughout the year.  They feel fortunate to have found such a great place to get away and enjoy time together! 

The Shoberg family bought the Gay’s place at 3920 Indian Lake Rd, #100 in your directory.  They shared this 
information about their family: 
 

 The Shoberg family who bought Paul Gay’s house is very familiar with the area.  Paul is a native of 
Rhinelander and his family has had a cabin on Sugar Camp Lake since 1970. Suzie grew up in the Fox Cities 
area, where they now reside.  They have two children.  Jacob is a junior at Marquette University and Alicia will 
be a freshman at UW-Madison this fall.  They enjoy coming "up north" as often as possible, and  look forward 
to being able to share the Indian Lake experience! 



Controlling Aquatic Invasive Species 
By Gary Mueller 
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 As early as the summer of 2005, before most Lake Associations were aware of the problem of 
invasive species, the Seaplane Pilots Association started conducting lakeside seminars addressing this 
upcoming concern.  From these seminars, guidelines were developed to be followed by seaplane pi-
lots flying in Wisconsin. 

 To stop the spread of AIS, seaplane pilots were instructed on safe practices to avoid transmis-
sion and spread to other lakes.  A check list was developed that includes visual inspection of the 
floats, removal of any plant life seen on the floats, feeling the underside of the floats for any rough-
ness indicating aquatic hitch hikers, washing the floats if any dirty areas are present, checking and 
washing any ropes that have been exposed to foreign water bodies, and pumping out any water that 
may have leaked into the floats.  If the floats have any water, it is to be pumped back into the lake it 
came from before leaving that lake, or pumped into a bucket and disposed of on land.  We are in-
structed that the floats be washed internally with a solution of 1 cup bleach to 1 gallon of water if the 
floats have been in contaminated water and have taken on water.  The state of Wisconsin has a list of 
affected lakes at: 

http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/AISByWaterbody.aspx?species=&location=ANY 

 Seaplanes avoid affected lakes to stop the spread of AIS, and we regularly review lakes that 
must be avoided. 

 If a seaplane cannot avoid taxiing through weeds, the procedure is to stop in the lake and re-
move any weeds before taking off, and always after every take-off to raise and lower the water rudder 
several times over the land to “shake off” any new weeds before landing on a different lake. 

Power washing is a technique approved by the DNR to clean boats and trailers of weeds.  In effect 
seaplane pilots power wash their floats on every take-off when they go more than 40 mph before leav-
ing the water. 

 Seaplane pilots highly value quality lakes and streams and are required to pass FAA written 
and practical exams in order to fly seaplanes.  The steps taken to prevent the spread of AIS are re-
viewed when obtaining a seaplane rating. 

 On a personal note, we all have an investment in our lake properties and homes, and we all 
must work together to keep the lake free of AIS.  As for me, I’ve been on Indian Lake for 51 years 
and will do my best to keep it the fantastic lake that it is. 

 

Gary Mueller 
Indian Lake seaplane pilot 
Field Director State of Wisconsin Seaplane Pilots Association 

http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/AISByWaterbody.aspx?species=&location=ANY


Reminder: 

Dues for the Indian Lake Association 

are $20.00 for the 2014-15 fiscal year. 

Mail them to:  

ILA Treasurer, Steve Newcomb 

P.O. Box 1801 

Eagle River, WI  54521 

If you have ideas to contribute to the Indian Lake 
Community Newsletter, please contact Joy Smogor: 
  joysmogor@frontiernet.net 

 

Our “permanent” features are: 
 * President’s Comments 
 * Obituaries 
 * Welcome New Neighbors 

 * Market Place 

THIS AND THAT 

If you have anything you are interested in selling or 
otherwise marketing in the “Market Place Corner,” 
please email Joy Smogor at:   

joysmogor@frontiernet.net 

 

Another copy of the Indian Lake Community 
Newsletter will be published in early winter.  Your ad 
can be included in the next issue.  Remember, we 
will not advertise weekly property rentals.   Indian 
Lake is zoned “single family residential.” As such, 
weekly rentals are prohibited. 

Many thanks to proofreader, Suzanne 
Milles, for her time and suggestions! 

Also thanks to Knobby, Gary, Kathy, 
Joe and Joe for their contributions! 

The next meeting 
of the  

Indian Lake Association 
will be on  

Sunday, August 31  
at 3:00 PM  

  It will be followed by a 
Sundae Service  

Ice Cream Social  
(Location to be announced) 



You and Your Lake Property  
A Self Assessment Compiled by the Oneida County Lakes & Rivers Association 
If a statement accurately describes you/your lake property, give yourself appropriate points 

 

My lake property has a 35 foot natural vegetation buffer zone along my entire shoreline  20 points_____ 
except for my legal  viewing corridor. 
 
My lake property has a legal 30 foot viewing corridor for the entire footage I own.   7 points ______ 
 
I always leave natural woody items (trees, branches, leaves, twigs, logs, etc.) in the lake.   2 points ______ 
 
I have only the legal number of boat slips (lifts, etc.) allowed for the frontage on my lake lot.   2 points ______ 
 
I never pull or rake native vegetation in the water in front of my lake lot.    2 points ______ 
 
I have not created a lot of impervious surfaces (impervious means to not let water flow 
 freely into the ground below) within 75 feet of my shore.      4 points ______ 
 
I have created rain gardens or water diversion systems to prevent erosion into my lake.   3 points ______ 
 
I do not have any bright lights facing the lake from my property and do not leave any bright  2 points ______ 
 lights on at the lake long after dark. 
 
I do not have a boat house.         1 point  ______ 
 
I do not let visitors from outside this area launch boats on my property without careful  5 points ______ 
 inspection and removal of aquatic vegetation from the boat and trailer 
 
I do not use fertilizers or other strong chemicals on my property.     3 points ______ 
 
I have my septic system registered on the county inspection list and maintain it regularly.  6 points ______ 
 
I know and abide by all boating regulations for my lake.      2 points ______ 
 
I volunteer to help my lake group in preventing the spread of invasive species into our lake.  3 points ______ 
 
I do not create loud noises near the lake (radios, leaf blowers, etc.) that will disturb wildlife and  2 points ______  
lake neighbors. 
 
I do not shoot fireworks on my lake property.       3 points ______ 
 
The surface area of my docks does not exceed the legal limit allowed.    1 point  ______ 

 
I do not rake dead debris in the water in front of my lake lot.     1 point  ______ 
 
(51-69 – Lake Steward)   (25-50 – Some work needed) (0-25 – Think carefully) 


