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Coming Attractions 
 

ILA Annual Meeting:  Saturday, July 3, 9:00 a.m. 
The meeting will likely be held outside at an outdoor picnic shelter at the Sugar Camp 
Town Hall.  An alternative site may be the Town Hall building itself.  Bring a lawn 
chair.  Watch your emails for more information about the location of the meeting. 

 

ILA Annual Pontoon Party and Picnic:   
We will once again have a pontoon party on the lake followed by a picnic.  The exact 
date has not been finalized, but it will likely be on one of the last two Saturdays in July.  
Watch your emails for more details about this highlight of your social calendar. 

Indian Lake Association 
 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve 
and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quality, fishery, 
boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreational facility for 
today and for future generations. 

 

Website:   www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 
 
Reminder:  Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20.00 for the 2021-22 fis-
cal year.  See Membership Form on the last page. 

ñA Jewel of a Lakeò 

Record Setting Membership  
We are pleased to report that the Indian Lake Association had an all-time high 74  
members this past year.  Thank you for helping to maintain our pristine Indian Lake! 



A Message from Indian Lake Association 
President Joe Smogor 

Summertime Waves 
 

A week ago, when I was out on the lake, the surface temperature was approaching 75 degrees, and the air temperature 
was in the high 80s.  Even though it is only early June, it sure feels like summer is here.  Over the last couple of weeks 
since the Memorial Day weekend, the boat traffic on the lake has increased significantly.  People are out on the water 
enjoying the recreational opportunities that come with living on a lake.  You donôt have to be right on the water to ob-
serve this, all you have to do is to listen to the sounds coming from the lake.  Did you ever notice how well that sound 
can travel over the water?  It is especially evident when the  lake is calm in the early morning or later in the evening.  The 
physics of this is relatively simple. 

 

The air nearest the water is cooler than air farther above the water. As sound travels slower in cool air, if sound waves 
from warmer air enter the cooler layer they are refracted down toward the ear of someone in a boat or on the shoreline. 

 

If the water is calm, its flat surface allows sound waves to travel unobstructed and to reflect from the surface.  Sound 
waves retain their energy for longer distances over calm water.  Sound waves also may reflect from calm water's surface, 
bouncing up to the ear.  Once the wave hits the natural vegetation and manmade objects on the shore the wave dissi-
pates.   

 

Additionally, if you are sitting quietly in a boat on calm water, there is little or no ambient noise to interfere with sound 
waves coming to you from a distance.  So, sounds from shore may seem to be clearer, which might be confused with 
loudness. 

 

Since the air just above an open body of water is cooler than the air slightly higher up, the speed of sound is slightly low-
er above the water's surface.  That's why sound travels further over water:  less is lost up into the air, meaning more of it 
ends up in your ears ð or your neighbors.   

 

So, a word to the wise when on or near water:  be careful.   When you have a conversation on the phone or with some-
one in person you might be sharing it with your lake neighbors.  If you are on the water, or near the shoreline, whatever 
you say might be heard by someone on the other side of the lake.  

 

The same thing can happen with your music, if it is too loud.  Please be respectful of your lake neighbors when turning 
up your music in the boat or on your shoreline.  On a calm morning or evening your music can literally be heard all 
over the lake, and your playlist might not be appreciated by the rest of the lake community.   

 

Since we are talking about waves, remember the ñslow, no wakeò law within 100 
feet of the shoreline.  With the high water this year, the waves can damage piers 
and cause excessive erosion.   

 

See you on the water. 
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May Meeting and Deputy Sheriff Report 
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By  Roger Ziff 

On May 29, 2021, the ILA held an association meeting outside at a Town Hall picnic shelter.  About 30-35 people attend-
ed.  After the business meeting and a pizza lunch, guest speaker Mitch Ellis, Oneida County Deputy Sheriff in charge of 
Recreational Safety, spoke about boating safety. 

 

His talk focused on certain points: 

 

1. Life jackets on children:  children 13 or under must be wearing life jackets of the correct size while underway on a boat 
or you are subject to a penalty.  This is true even for paddle boards. 

 

2. Training:  if you were born in 1989 or later, you may only operate a motor boat if you have completed an approved 
boating safety course. 

      

3. Drinking:  you may drink alcohol while driving a boat, but if you have a blood alcohol level over .08%, you are subject  

      to an OWI violation. 

  

4.  Wakes:  you may not operate a boat within 100 feet of a shoreline at greater than a no-wake speed.  You may not  

     operate a personal watercraft (jet ski) within 200 feet of shore at greater than a no-wake speed.  That means you cannot     

     go through the opening between the island and the peninsula on Indian Lake at greater than a no-wake speed. 

 

5. Rafts and inflatables left out on the lake overnight must have reflectors. 

 

He said if you see a boating violation, you can call their dispatch office at 715-361-5201. 

 

He also brought free brochures on boating laws and safety which are available to the public. 



Shocking Indian Lake 
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By Roger Ziff 

In May of this year, Zach Woiak, the DNRôs Fishing and Management Biologist for Oneida 
County, and his crew came to Indian Lake to continue a study of bass and panfish. 

 

They were repeating a study that had been conducted six years ago.  They wanted to see if there have been changes in 
the bass and panfish populations in Indian Lake and in other northern Wisconsin lakes. 

 

They did their study in the spring because in the spring the fish tend to stay closer to the shore.  They did their study at 
night because the fish respond better at night. 

 

Note that this study was different from the one on Indian Lake a couple of years ago in the fall which was a juvenile 
game fish study. 

 

The way they did their study was to start at the boat landing and travel half a mile along the shore in their specialized 
fish shocking boat to their first stopping point.  As they travelled the half mile, they did continuous shocking of the 
water around the boat, using nets to collect all the fish that came to the surface.  The effect of the shock extends down-
ward about 5-6ô and perhaps 10-15ô around the boat.   

 

At the half mile mark, they counted and measured all fish species they had collected and recorded their data.  They 
then traveled out toward the middle of the lake and released the fish. 

 

They then went back to the half mile mark and continued another 1.5 miles along the shore to their second stopping 
point, shocking and collecting all the game fish that came to the surface as they travelled.  Note that bass are consid-
ered game fish, but panfish like bluegills are not. 

 

At this second stopping point, they were only counting, measuring, and recording game fish.    They then moved out 
toward the middle of the lake and released those fish. 

 

They then continued another half mile along the perimeter of the lake to their third stopping station, shocking, and 
collecting as they went.  At the third station they counted, measured, and recorded all species again. 

 

Finally, they travelled the balance of the perimeter of the lake (about 2.9 miles), shocking and collecting game fish as 
they travelled.  This brought them back to the boat landing where they counted, measured, and recorded all the bass 
and other game fish they collected over the previous 2.9 miles. 

 

The results of their study will be available on the internet later in the year.  Spoiler alert:  they did not find any muskies 
(contrary to 2007). 

 

If you want to see the results of the survey six years ago, go to:  (1) WI DNR webpage, (2) Fishing, (3) Publications and 
Survey Reports (at the bottom), (4) Spring fisheries surveys in northern WI, (5) Oneida County, (6) 
2015, (7) Indian Lake. 


