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Coming Attractions 
 

Build Your Own Bat House:  Saturday, June 23, 9:30 a.m. 
Event will take place at the Noelôs work shop.  See enclosed story for details. 

 

ILA Annual Meeting:  Saturday, June 30, 9:00 a.m. 
Meeting will be held in the firehouse meeting room across the parking lot from the 
Town hall. 

 

Annual Pontoon Party, Parade and Picnic:  Details to follow via email. 

 

Café au Lake:  Meetings on the water to explore lake ecology.  Details to follow via 
email. 

 

OCLRA Annual Six County Conference:  Friday, July 13, 9:00a.m.   
At Nicolet College.   See enclosed story for details. 

 

ILA Fall Meeting:  Saturday, September 1. 
Details to follow via email. 

Indian Lake Association 
 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve 
and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quality, fishery, 
boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreational facility for 
today and for future generations. 

 

Website:   www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 
 
Reminder:  Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20.00 for the 2018-19 fis-
cal year.  See Membership Form on the last page. 



A Message from Indian Lake Association  
President Joe Smogor

Lakeside Observations 

 

Whatever happened to the slow transition from winter to spring?  It was a quick change this year around Indian Lake as we 
moved from ice out on May 6, to the hot and humid days in the 90ôs over the Memorial Day weekend.  The lake surface 
temperatures quickly warmed up to 75°F by the middle of the month.  The lake level was also a surprise.  After the ice 
went out, the lake seemed to drop immediately and continued to drop throughout the month.  Many of the annual cycles 
and phenological events seemed to be on an accelerated pace for the year.  The hummingbirds were back earlier than 
Motherôs Day.  There were loons on the water before the ice was completely out, and I even saw some fireflies flashing in 
the trees on May 27.   

 

I donôt know what this all means for the upcoming summer and fall seasons, but I am guessing that there will be more un-
expected surprises on the lake.  As property owners and lake users, we are the caretakers of the water.  We all need to pay 
attention to the subtle seasonal changes, and ask ourselves the question, ñIs this a normal event, or is something wrong 
here?ò  If you see something on, or in the lake that seems out of place, let someone know about it.   
 

Another way to become a more active lake watcher is to participate in the citizen science lake monitoring like the Clean 
Boats, Clean Waters Program.   

 

If you prefer to get involved as a planner or organizer, the Indian Lake Association is looking for leaders.  In July, we will 
have elections for President, Vice President, and Directors-at-Large positions.  You could be a part of the team that helps to 
manage our unique resource.   

 

I hope you all get out and enjoy the summer, and that you take some time to observe the natural cycles and interactions 
around the lake.  I will see you on the water. 
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Build Your own Bat House on June 23 

By Joe Smogor   

The Indian Lake Association is sponsoring a make and take bat house building activity on June 23, 2018 from 9:30-noon 

at the Noel workshop at 7279 Saari Point Drive.  Everyone is welcome from kids to grand parents.  Materials will be pro-

vided and your bat house is free.  You must register ahead of time to participate by contacting Joe Smogor at 715-272-

2030, or joesmogor@gmail.com.  The deadline for registration is June 16, 2018. 

Why Build a Bat House?  (from the Wisconsin  DNR Bureau of Endangered Resources) 

Many people do not want bats roosting in their homes, but often still want bats around.  Whatôs a good way to encourage 

bats to remain in the area before they have been excluded from homes?  Build a bat house!  

Bats are an integral part of the ecosystem and can act as organic pest control.  Encouraging bats to take up habitation on 

your property can help reduce forest and garden as well as human-disease carrying pest populations.  Bats have voracious 

appetites, and a single bat can eat thousands of insects every night.  

Building a bat house is a great way to help these threatened animals.  Because of their slow reproductive rates and longev-

ity, bats of all species are at risk of population decline.  Habitat loss, pesticides and an invasive fungus that is associated 

with White-Nose Syndrome are all negatively impacting bat populations.  Providing alternative roosting habitat with your 

bat house can help lessen the impacts of these threats.  While youôre creating habitat, you can also contribute to monitor-

ing of bat health and status.  Little is known about bats in general, and any information about them can provide 

knowledge about how to help conserve bats. 
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Volunteers Needed for Clean Boats, Clean Waters 

Plans are in process to schedule a couple of early morning ñcaf® au lakeò meetings on the water to explore the lake  

ecology including: plant sampling for AIS, water quality, wildlife, fish, etc.  No dates have been set yet. 

The Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association (OCLRA) Annual Six-County Conference is Friday July 13, 2018 

at 9:00 a.m. ï noon at Nicolet College in Rhinelander.  All are invited to attend this annual gathering of lakes and 

rivers advocates.  Attendees are expected from Forest, Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, Oneida and Vilas Counties.  Speakers  

will address topics of lake quality and lake protection.   

It is  time to schedule volunteers for the AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species) Clean Boats, Clean Waters inspection program at 
the boat landing. We have had a core group of volunteers inspecting boats at the landing for the last 6 years, but I would 
like to encourage more people to join in this effort.  We need some new boat inspectors to help with this task.  It is a 
great way to meet new neighbors on the lake and to help prevent the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).  

  

 If we can get enough volunteers, we will inspect boats at the landing on the following dates: 

 -June 30ðJuly 5, 2018 

 - Labor Day Weekend September 1-3, 2018 

The following link to the CBCW website includes videos and other training resources.   

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources.aspx 

Please consider joining the other volunteers for this important program.  Contact me if you have any questions. 

   Joe Smogor 715-272-2030  joesmogor@gmail.com 

OCLRA Annual Conference July 13 

Café au Lake 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources.aspx
mailto:joesmogor@gmail.com
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Lake Math 

Introducing a new feature to your Indian Lake Community Newsletter, your editor will offer a fabulous prize to the first 
person who can correctly answer two lake math questions each issue.  Submit your correct answers to cziff@charter.net. 
 
1.  If a loon and a half lays an egg and a half in a day in a half, how many eggs will six loons lay in six days? 
 
2.  One day Joe Smogor counted the number of birds on the lake.  He determined that all but 30 were ducks; all but 40 
were geese; and all but 50 were loons.  There were no other kinds of birds on the lake that day.  How many loons were on 
the lake?   

(This article by Mitchel Block, UWSP Student, was in the Winter/Spring issue of Lake Tides, which is produced by UWSP.) 

 

Loons are perfectly adapted birds for water.  They have large bodies, small wings, and legs located near the rear of their 
body, making them agile divers and swimmers.  Although these traits greatly aid in a loonôs water-bound lifestyle, they 
prove to be a great hindrance on land.  In fact, loons have difficulty even walking on land, and takeoff from it is nearly 
impossible! 

 

So, in order to achieve takeoff, loons often require a water runway.  To position their runway, loons must first deter-
mine which way the wind is blowing.  Then, they will begin to run across the top of the water, straight into the wind, 
while rapidly flapping their wings.  This allows air to rush underneath them, and with enough air, they will be able to 
take flight.  During ideal conditions, it usually only takes a runway of about thirty yards to gather enough air for lift-off. 
However, in unfavorable conditions, loons may require runways of up to an astonishing quarter mile in length! 

 

Due to their takeoff troubles, loons must be particularly cautious of where they choose to land.  Choosing a lake that is 
too small could leave them stranded without enough room to take flight.  Because of this, loons tend to prefer long 
lakes that run parallel to the direction the wind normally blows. 

 

So, next time you see a loon, think of how many lakes it had to fly past in order to find the perfect one, and keep in 
mind all of the specifics that need to be in place for the loon to do something as regular as take flight.  Maybe, if youôre 
lucky, you will witness the loon in action on its water runway! 

Did you Know Loons Require a Runway for Takeoff? 



License Required for Short-Term Rentals in Oneida County 
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The Oneida County Health Department (OCHD) has announced that licensing is required for property owners offering 
short-term rentals in the county.  Wisconsin Act 59 was enacted Sept. 21, 2017,  providing language for short-term rent-
als for less than 30 consecutive days.  
 
As an agent for the state of Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, OCHD has always 
licensed and inspected all rentals of less than 30 consecutive days.  The short-term rental provision in Act 59 has not 
changed licensing and inspection requirements, according to Todd Troskey, registered sanitarian. 
 
ñA prospective owner of any rental property of less than 30 consecutive days is required to obtain a Tourist Rooming 
House license from the OCHD, in addition to any Oneida County Planning and Zoning requirements,ò said Troskey in 
a press release.  ñIf you have a property that you want to rent for less than 30 consecutive days, you need to contact the 
OCHD for information on tourist rooming house licensing,ò added Troskey. 
 
Any facility that is currently rented without being licensed may be subject to a $749 operating without license fee, accord-
ing to Troskey, as well as citations of $280.50 for each and every day the situation exists.  ñA license is required, by law, 
and helps protect the owner and guests paying to stay there,ô said Troskey. 
 
For properties east of Highway 47, property owners should contact registered Environmental Health Specialist Jody 
McKinney at (715) 369-6226 or jmckinney@co.oneida.wi.us.  For Oneida County properties west of Highway 47, proper-
ty owners should contact registered Environmental Health Specialist Todd Troskey at (715) 369-6223 or ttros-
key@co.oneida.wi.us. 
 
For more information on licensing, visit oneidacountypublichealth.org. 

(Reprinted with permission from the Vilas County News Review 2/20/18) 


