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Memorials

ILA Fall Meeting: Saturday, September 3.
Details to follow via email.
(Suggestion: print out this newsletter for future reference.)

Indian Lake Association
The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve
and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quality, fishery,
boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreational facility for
today and for future generations.

www.IndianLakeAssociation.com
(Ed. Note: if we protect and preserve our lake, we will enjoy it more, and we will protect and preserve the values of our properties.)
Reminder: Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20.00 for the 2016-17 fiscal year. Mail dues to:
ILA Treasurer, Steve Newcomb
P.O. Box 1801
Eagle River, WI 54501
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A Message from Indian Lake Association
President Suzanne Millies
“In wildness is the preservation of the World.”
Henry David Thoreau, “Walking”
Once upon a time, many years ago, when I was a high school English teacher, I taught American Literature to high school
juniors. Teaching teenagers was quite a challenge, but I got through it because I loved teaching the literature and seeing
students learn to love it as well. I did have a class of “Sweathogs”, however, but that’s another story.
One of my favorite writers was Henry David Thoreau. Living in the suburbs of Chicago, “wildness” was a very rare commodity but reading Thoreau’s various works taught me to respect and treasure the beauty of the wilderness. My love for
nature was one of the incentives for my husband and I buying a lot on Indian Lake.
My husband, from the age of 12, used to come up every summer with his family to Donnelly’s fishing resort located on
Indian Lake Road. This is where he learned to become an avid fisherman and enjoy the beauty of the North Woods.
When we finally married, we came up to the resort for summer vacations. This was at a time when there was no indoor
plumbing and we actually had to shower outdoors and use outhouses. But one summer while fishing on the lake we noticed workers putting up “For sale” signs on the other side of Indian Lake. We eventually bought a lot for (I hope you are
sitting down) $2,500. That was a lot of money for us back then, actually half my salary as a teacher.
Eventually we built a Wausau home and spent our summers at the lake. We loved it and my husband was a great fisherman as attested to the 40 inch musky and 36 inch northern that he caught in the lake. We enjoyed boating, fishing, and
walking in the woods behind our cottage. The roads behind us circled into the woods for miles and miles and we actually
got lost back there a few times.
What drew us back to the lake over and over again was the stillness. You could actually hear birds singing and the spring
peepers in the spring. And yes, the mosquitoes and ticks were a pain, but the beauty of nature overshadowed all the negatives. And now as I look out my window I see a forest of birch and pine encircling the lake and I see the bald eagle weaving
its way over the water to its nest. And this very morning I saw a deer down by our pier walking nonchalantly through the
woods. Where else can one experience such wonders of nature.
Thoreau loved nature and used it to develop his philosophy of Transcendentalism which was a way in which to literally
transcend the problems of life and soar into a medium of bliss and solitude. Thoreau was one of our earliest environmentalists who recognized the dangers that civilization presented to nature: “What is the use of a house if you haven’t got a
tolerable planet to put it on?” (Thoreau to H.G. Blake, May 20, 1860) Only now are we finally beginning to realize how
we are endangering our planet through global warming and pollution.
Thoreau also recognized that nature was a gem that belonged to all mankind – not just the rich and famous: “As in many
countries precious metals belong to the crown, so here more precious natural objects of rare beauty should belong to the
public.” (Journal, Jan. 3, 1861)
Nature also provides us with solitude which enables us to bathe our minds in quiet contemplation and appreciate our lives.
“I have a room all to myself: it is nature.” (Thoreau, Journal, Jan. 3, 1853)
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President’s Message — continued
Even when life becomes overwhelming for us with its many trials and tribulations a walk through the woods can restore
our sanity and bring back our equilibrium: “There can be no very black melancholy to him who lives in the midst of nature and has his sense still.” (Walden Pond)
Or here at Indian Lake:
We need the beauty and serenity of the lake where the birch gently sway in the breeze and the waves quietly lap at the
shoreline and the loons call to each other to enable us to become one with ourselves again and to ferret out the true essentials of life – beauty, quiet, peace, and tranquility – nature’s medicine to clear our busy minds and rescue our souls.
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New 15/5 Panfish Rules for Indian Lake
By Joe Smogor
On April 1, 2016 new panfish harvest regulations went into effect for Indian Lake. The daily limit for panfish is now a
15/5 with a total of 15 panfish per day, but no more than 5 of any one species. Indian Lake is one of the 94 lakes in the
state that will be evaluated after 5 years and then 10 years to determine if the new regulations increase the average size of
the panfish. Studies in Wisconsin and Minnesota have shown that reduced bag limits can increase the average size of
bluegills. There are two primary reasons why a panfish population is dominated by small fish:
1. Stunting = limited resources diagnosed by slow growth rates.
2. Overharvest = all the large individuals kept by anglers diagnosed by decent growth rates. You can find more information about the panfish changes at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/documents/outreach/PanfishFactSheetMay15.pdf

Wisconsin Breeding Bird Survey Seeks Your Help!
The Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II is underway and Indian Lake residents are encouraged to get involved. The Atlas is
a five-year citizen science project (2015-2019) that seeks to map the distribution and abundance of all bird species breeding
in Wisconsin. A project of the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, the Atlas is mainly a volunteer effort. Volunteer
“atlasers” from across the state visit designated 3 x 3 mile areas (called “blocks”) multiple times to record bird species diversity, abundance, and breeding evidence. Some blocks are designated “priority” blocks, and Indian Lake falls into one such
block (called Sugar Camp CE). The block also includes most of Sugar Camp Lake as well as area to the east and south of
Indian Lake.
You can help! If you notice birds around your house, or if you have nesting boxes on your property and see activity in
them, you have valuable information to share. Breeding behavior includes birds carrying nesting material, nest building,
sitting on eggs in nest, carrying food to young, feeding young, and recently fledged birds outside of the nest. (Atlasers observe birds from a distance. They do not approach nests or disturb nesting birds.) June and July are the height of breeding
activity, and you might be surprised to know how much is going on around you.
The “principal” atlasers for your block are Mary Murrell and Steve Brezinski. They live in Dane County but spend a lot of
time at their home on Lake Kathan at the end of Aldridge Lake Road. Mary, in particular, would love to hear from people
about their bird sightings. She would also be happy to help people submit their own observations on the WI Breeding
Bird Atlas website (http://www.ebird.org/content/atlaswi/), if they would like to learn how. Mary’s email is
mary_murrell@yahoo.com, and her cell phone number is: (917) 371-0442. If she sees particularly promising bird habitat
on someone’s property, Mary might also get in touch directly with the owner. You might see her on the lake in her kayak
or on the side of the road with binoculars around her neck.
The first WI Breeding Bird Atlas took place from 1995-2000. It found 100 species active in the Sugar Camp CE block,
including 17 species of warblers. Of those 100 species, breeding was confirmed for 61. Atlas II hopes to find all the same
birds and to confirm breeding for a greater percentage of them. Repeating the survey helps to understand how bird populations and their habitats have changed in the past 20 years.
You can learn more about the WBBII at http://www.wsobirds.org/atlas. The Oneida County Coordinator for the project
is Vanessa Haese-Lehman (vhaeselehman@gmail.com).

Page 4

CHILI ON THE ICE 2016
By Joe Smogor
On Saturday, February 13, 2016, a hearty group of Indian Lake residents met for our annual Chili On Ice winter event.
The group set up operations between Squash Island and Balsam Island just north of the boat landing. Approximately 16
people were present to socialize with chili and beverages on a cold and sunny afternoon. The high temperature was only
about 10F with lows the previous night of -15F. The group enjoyed some winter snow games, the warmth of the fire pit,
and the tasty chili. Instead of the usual “chili dump” where everyone adds some chili to the pot, this year the chili was provided by Greg and Dawn Bujalski. It was a great way to get out on the lake and to enjoy the beauty of the winter season.

WIRELESS INERNET SERVICE UPDATE
By Dave Noel, Member Oneida County Broadband Development Committee
Back in 2014 I wrote that the Oneida County Economic Development Corp was working, through a Broadband Development Committee, to develop a county-wide system to provide fast, reliable fixed wireless service to Oneida County, especially the rural areas such as Sugar Camp. In 2014 we were able to obtain a grant from the Wisc Public Service Commission (PSC) to implement a trial service west and south of Minocqua. I am pleased to report that this trial area is operational and providing high-speed service to residents and businesses. The OCEDC continues to work with local internet service
provider Northwoods Connect to provide this service. (www.northwoodsconnect.com)
We applied for an expansion grant in 2015, but our request for funding was not granted by the PSC. We are again applying for a broadband expansion grant for their next grant cycle. This time the application will include internet coverage for
much of Sugar Camp, supported in part by a donation of matching funds from the Town and two local businesses. The
grant application is due in mid-June although I don’t expect that we’ll hear whether our application has been selected until
August or September. If this application is not selected, we’ll most likely look to other sources of capital to support wireless high speed internet service for Sugar Camp.
(Editor’s note: if this project is completed, we would have the option to bypass Frontier to obtain internet service in our
homes, using Northwoods Connect instead, and have internet speeds up to 25 times faster than is currently available.)
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Volunteers Needed for Clean Boats, Clean Waters
By Joe Smogor
Once again this year volunteers are needed to check incoming and outgoing boats at the public landing during the busy
holiday times. The Clean Boats Clean Waters Program (CBCW) has been a very effective tool to stop the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) from lake to lake. We need to continue this program this year to help prevent the introduction of
AIS to Indian Lake. We need help on July 2-4 and September 3-5. This is a great way to meet neighbors on the lake and
to find out if the fish are biting. Volunteers can work solo at the landing, but it is more fun and the time goes by faster if
teams of two or more work together. Usually a team will work a 2-3 hour shift at the landing. A sample of the proposed
time frame is included. If you can help out with this program please contact me at 715-272-2030,
or, joesmogor@gmail.com.
Example 1: July 2, 2016 7:00-9:00 AM
Example 2: July 2, 2016 9:00-11:00 AM
Example 3: July 2, 2016 3:00-5:00 PM

Walleye Stocking
By Joe Smogor
In September of 2013 approximately 1,983 6-8 inch fingerling walleyes were stocked in Indian Lake as a part of the Wisconsin Walleye Initiative. The Wisconsin Walleye Initiative was developed by the Department of Natural Resources and
the Governor’s office to increase the number of walleyes in state walleye waters by expanding production of large fingerling walleye at state, private and tribal fish hatcheries for stocking in waters accessible to the public. This historic investment in Wisconsin’s walleye fishery will benefit all users and Wisconsin’s angling related economy. Depending on local
conditions and forage availability, fish from the first year class of the Wisconsin Walleye Initiative should be approaching
legal size limits in most waters in the next two years. Dave Giehtbrock, fisheries culture section chief for the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, said plans were to distribute 760,000 fish in 2015, eclipsing 2014 year's stocking record of 720,000 extended growth walleye. In the fall of 2015, approximately 1,767 walleyes were again stocked in Indian
Lake. The average size of these fish was 7.4 inches. If the walleye anglers on our lake are patient, we could see a more
robust walleye fishery in the future.
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Shoreline Zoning Changes
by Joe Smogor (with added bullet points by Kathy Noel and Roger Ziff)
In 2015, our legislature passed Act 55 that changed the shoreland zoning regulations for the entire state. Prior to 2015,
counties could pass shoreland zoning standards that were more restrictive than the state standards. Individual counties can
no longer adopt standards that are higher than those adopted by the state. In essence, the minimum standards are now the
maximum standards throughout the state. Here is a summary of the major changes in the shoreland zoning regulations:










Local control of shoreland zoning has been eliminated. Standards for all counties and municipalities will be uniform
and set by the State .
Approvals/(permits), fees and mitigation are no longer required in many situations.
Minimum lot sizes on lakes have been reduced from 200 feet to 100 feet of frontage.
Counties may not require a shoreline vegetative buffer zone greater than 35 feet back from the shore.
Counties may not require a person to establish a buffer on previously developed land or expand an existing buffer.
The viewing corridor on a lot has been increased from 30 feet to 35 feet for every 100 feet of frontage.
Shoreland setbacks are now a one size fits all statewide: counties may not require larger than a 75 foot setback.
Boathouse restrictions were eased.
For more information watch these excellent videos produced by the Center for Land Use Education and
UW Extension available on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enus9Ceub2g

Shirley Noonan Honored
Last Fall, Shirley Noonan, who lives along Indian Lake, was named volunteer of the year at the Walter E. Olson
Memorial Library in Eagle River.
Her name was engraved on the Volunteer of the Year plaque at the library and she was presented with a personalized gift.
Thank you, Shirley, for all your work in helping to make the Indian Lake area a better place to live!
The Eagle River Library is part of the Northern Waters Library Service and a library
card from the Eagle River library enables you to access roughly 30 libraries
in 8 northern Wisconsin counties.
Note that the Rhinelander and Three Lakes libraries are part of the Wisconsin Valley
Library Service which covers a different 30-35 libraries.
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Fingernail Clams
By Joy Smogor
In spring, just after ice-out, we noticed hundreds of little clam shells in the water by our pier. Always afraid of the dreaded
zebra mussels, I took a sample of the shells into Michelle Sadauskas for identification. Those little shells worked their way
to Sandy Wickman of the DNR and on to Lisie Kitchel in Madison, also from the DNR. Here is what Lisie reported:

The two shells were both fingernail clams or pea clams. These are our native clam species that remain small
(approximately a dime max in diameter); we have over 20 species of fingernail clams in Wisconsin and they are
hard to identify, so suffice it to call them fingernail clams. They ae distinguishable by being thin shelled and
bilaterally symmetrical. Fingernail clams occur in many bodies of water and are important food items for fish,
waterfowl, and wading birds.
They are not juveniles of our native mussels, which would be more oval in shape, or Corbicula, the invasive Asiatic clam which is similarly shaped but has ridges on its shell.
Always on the lookout for invasives, it was reassuring to learn that we have more than one species of native clams in our
lake.

Bald Eagles
By Roger Ziff
Earlier this year my wife and I visited the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, MN, about an hour
up the Mississippi River from La Crosse, where we live.
We learned a lot about bald eagles at the Center, and since we often see bald eagles flying around
Indian Lake, I thought I would share some of the information with you.
First, discounting Alaska, which has a lot of bald eagles, Wisconsin ranks third in number of nesting pairs
(1,344), behind only Minnesota (2,300) and Florida (1,520). Washington State is fourth (848).
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Bald Eagles (continued)
Second, we sometimes have seen brown eagles without white heads flying past our Indian
Lake house and have not been sure what kind of eagles they were. Well, bald eagles are brown
until they reach maturity at about five years of age.
In the nest, bald eagles lay their eggs over a bit of time, and as they hatch, the oldest has a size
and survival advantage in the nest. They grow rapidly.
Five years later, when they reach maturity, the females are about 25% larger than the males.

Bald eagles are mostly fish eating and need to be near open water. In La Crosse, which is along the Mississippi River
(which has current), they can be seen near spots with open water all year round.
When bald eagles begin to mate, they have elaborate courtship rituals that include flying high, locking talons, free falling
downward, and separating just before reaching the ground. A friend in La Crosse once found a couple of eagles with
locked talons dangling in a tree. Timing is everything.
If an eagle mating pair successfully breeds, they both will come back the following year. Otherwise, they may not.

OCLRA and Wisconsin Lakes
By Kathy Noel
My role on the Indian Lake Association is to be our link to these important water quality advocacy organizations. ILA is a
member of each one.
Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association (OCLRA) is made up of county citizens and lake organizations who purchase memberships in support of education, collaboration, and advocacy for the inland waters of the county. OCLRA
publishes a monthly e-newsletter that is shared on the ILA web page. On June 10 an informational conference of the six
counties in our area was held at Nicolet. The biennial conference offers the opportunity for lake associations and districts
to share ideas, concerns, and solutions with each other. This year OCLRA launched its DO THE RIGHT THING campaign at the conference. You can read more about this and also request your own edition of the monthly Enews at the
OCLRA website, www.oclra.org. DO THE RIGHT THING booklets will be available (free) at the ILA Annual Meeting.
Wisconsin Lakes is one third of the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership. Besides WL, the partnership includes WDNR and
UWExtension. The DNR is the science leg; the Extension, the education leg; and Wisconsin Lakes, the communication
leg of the group. Through the monthly Lake Letter, the quarterly Lake Connection, and real time bulletins, Wisconsin Lakes
keeps members up to date on legislative matters. Wisconsin Lakes also testifies on behalf of lake health when bills are discussed in legislative committees. The Partnership puts on the annual Lakes Convention in Stevens Point and conducts the
Wisconsin Lake Leaders Institute. Both are outstanding programs! www.wisconsinlakes.org
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In Memory of Indian Lake Friends
James T. Loehrke
James T. Loehrke died on May 7, 2016, at University Hospital in Madison at the age of 76. He
was born in Indiana and graduated from the University of Purdue with a degree in Architecture.
He retired from the Rhinelander Phone Company.
Jim was known to be the longest year round resident of Indian Lake in Sugar Camp. He enjoyed
people and had many good friends. He was a kind, caring, and generous person. Jim especially
enjoyed attending fishing and hunting shows around the state with his good friend, Terry. Over
the years, he met and made many friends who will miss his presence.
He was married to Arlene, the love of his life, for 25 years and she survives. Jim is also survived
by two sons, David (Korrine) of Stevens Point and John (Jennifer) of Junction City of whom he
was very proud; a sister, Margaret (Gerald) Augustine of Eagle River; a brother, John (Carol)
Loehrke of Indiana; and a godson, Scott Morrissey. He is further survived by extended family
members including brother, Robert (Karen) DeGroot; sister, Jane (Pete) Kosolcharoen; daughter, Sue (Dale) Stefonek; son, Kevin (Dawn) Mckee; and daughter, Kelly Patterson.

A Fitting Tribute
The Kreuser children experienced a heart-breaking
year, losing both of their parents in an 11 month period.
When their father Ken died on May 3, 2014, the family
suggested that in lieu of flowers, memorials be made to the
Indian Lake Association. They knew that “donations will
directly benefit the ecology and health of the lake he loved.”
Then quite unexpectedly, their mother Marilyn died on
April 21, 2015. The Association had not yet acted on a
fitting tribute to Ken and felt that honoring both Ken and
Marilyn was appropriate. When you drive down Indian
Lake Road, at the Looney Bin you will see the bench that was
purchased to honor these two special people who loved
their home on Indian Lake.
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Thomas G. Martinko
Tom Martinko, age 62 years, was born to life in Milwaukee on June 15, 1953. He was the son of John Martinko and
Anna Hevier Martinko. Thomas found peace on May 25, 2016 at Zilber Hospice in Wauwatosa. He was the beloved
husband and soulmate of Barbara (nee Lukasavitz) for 33 years. He was also the dear brother of Mary Ellen (Robert)
Taylor and John "Jack" Martinko, Jr. He is further survived by other loving family and dear friends.
While Thomas and Barbara loved their Milwaukee home for its cultural aspects and excellent medical care, they also
enjoyed their time in the north woods. Thomas and Barbara bought one of the Tower Ranch Camp buildings on Indian Lake in 1989 and named it “Stinky’s.” Their cabin was the site of many parties, campfires, and over-nights with family and friends. A skilled woodworker and craftsman, Tom designed an addition to the cabin that required it be raised
up to have a basement and an additional room built. It was quite a feat of engineering! The whimsical touches made
the cabin a home.
One of Tom’s greatest joys when coming to the lake was working with his Bobcat, “Bob.” Tom and “Bob” were always
available to help neighbors with landscaping projects, moving snow, or anything else that required a strong machine
with a bucket.; however, with or without “Bob,” Tom was ready, willing, and able to assist others with any sort of project.
As one of the founding members of the Indian lake Association, Tom served as a director for several years. He put his
artistic talent to use when he designed the thoughtful, symbolic dream catcher logo for the ILA. He and Barbara commissioned a line of Indian Lake Spirit Wear that they sold, with a portion of the purchase price donated to the ILA.
The ILA newsletter, stationery, and clothing line still bear Tom’s beautiful design.
Tom and Barbara enjoyed being on the water with their dogs, watching wildlife and relaxing. Tom fancied himself a
fisherman, though he was hesitant to end the life of any of God’s creatures (with the exception of spiders). He and Barbara were the first trained “Loon Rangers” on Indian Lake. They cherished the magnificent birds and worked hard to
educate others and to keep the birds safe. At times early in the morning or late at night you might find them in
“Sunday Morning Bay” making their observations of the loons or just enjoying a beverage.
Thomas truly enjoyed going out to local establishments. He made a point of getting to know the locals and hiring local
people to work around their property and cabin. As a former teacher in the Milwaukee Public Schools and a citizen of
the Indian Lake community, Tom made a difference in many lives. He will be greatly missed.
Memorials in Thomas’ name can be directed to the Milwaukee Rescue Mission.
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Odds and Ends
Are you Interested in Learning to Paddleboard?
Jason and Nichole of Wildwood Outdoor Adventures in Eagle River will come to
us for an SUP (Stand Up Paddleboard) Fest/Clinic.
They would bring boards and paddles to try and teach us tricks, like how to turn
(?!?), in the comfort of our own waters. They would charge a fee to come out and
also a per person charge. We would choose a one hour or a two hour period and
a date. The cost would reflect the number of participants –-more people, less
money.
Call or email Kathy Noel if you have been wanting to give paddle boarding a try.
kathynoel@gmail.com 715-272-2016

Do you Want to Participate in a Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange?
Are you tired of your old puzzles and want to try a new one?
Then bring your old puzzles to the Annual Meeting on July 2 at 9:00 a.m. at the firehouse
meeting room across from the Town Hall.

Do you have any good Indian Lake photos (or story ideas) you would be willing to contribute to the newsletter?
If so, please contact Roger Ziff at cziff@charter.net.

Loon Update:
On June 11, one of the Indian Lake loons was seen carrying a chick on her back. It is likely it
was hatched on June 9th or 10th. Please give the new family as much space as possible in hopes
the chick will survive the summer.

Card or Book Club?
Do you enjoy playing cards or reading books? If you would like to join a group to play cards or discuss books, email
Suzanne Millies at palmsuzanne@yahoo.com.
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