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Indian Lake Information 
 

Indian Lake, Oneida County, WI, is a 357-acre spring lake with a maximum 
depth of 26 feet and a mean depth of 10 feet.  This mesotrophic lake has a 
relatively small watershed when compared to the size of the lake.  Indian 
Lake contains 57 native plant species, of which fern pondweed is the most 
common plant.  Indian Lake may be considered a spring lake due to its lack 
of an inlet stream and presence of an outlet.  Water flows from this outlet 
through Sugar Camp Creek and eventually into nearby Chain Lake. 
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Indian Lake Association 
 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to pre-
serve and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water 
quality, fishery, boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public rec-
reational facility for today and for future generations. 

 

                        Website:  www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 
 

Reminder:  Dues for the Indian Lake Association are $20 for the July 1, 2022 –
June 30, 2023 fiscal year.  Mail dues to:  ILA Treasurer 

     P.O. Box 1801 

     Eagle River, WI  54521 

 

(See Membership Form on last page) 

“A Jewel of a Lake” 
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A Message from Indian Lake Association President Joe Smogor: 
Sweet Sixteen 

The colors are starting to show in the trees, and the surface water temperature of the lake has dropped from the mid to 

high seventies into the sixties.  The human activity on the lake has decreased quite a bit from the busy days of July.  

 

Thank you to all of the Indian Lake residents who reported observations of our loon family, and who made the effort to 

give our loon chick enough space to develop.  We have enjoyed watching our single loon chick grow and prepare for the 

long migratory flight this fall.  

 

From the beginning to the end of September we lose about 90 minutes of daylight, and all the living members of the Indi-

an Lake community will have to adapt to the seasonal changes also, or migrate to a warmer environment.  The lake seems 

to be the constant, always there for us to enjoy, but while it seems to be “the same,” it changes from day to day in very 

subtle ways.  After a few days of gusting winds, the dissolved oxygen levels might be higher near the surface.  After a few 

days of sunshine and hot temperatures, algae blooms can appear very quickly.   

 

I got a number of messages this summer from lake residents concerned about new algae growth that they observed. Sam-

ples were collected and taken to the DNR.  The algae was not considered to be abnormal or problematic.  This is an excel-

lent example of citizen monitoring of our water. 

 

This year is the 16th “birthday” celebration of the Indian Lake Association.  At its inception in 2006, the association was 

recognized as, “A group organized by its own members pursuant to its own charter, however, is not created by any govern-

mental directive and thus is not a governmental body, even if it is subject to governmental regulation and receives public 

funding and support.”  (P. 3 Wisconsin Open Meetings Compliance Guide) 

 

The leadership of the association has worked diligently to keep members informed and engaged with the mission of the 

ILA.  Every household on Indian Lake receives a lake directory (thanks to the ILA) which contains contact information 

for the directors and all families who choose to be included. Members and non-members alike know that they can com-

municate with leadership at any time.   

 

I have been asked the following question by numerous property owners over the last sixteen years, “Why should I join the 

Indian Lake Association?”  My answer has always been the same, “It is all about the lake.”  Our goal, as a lake association, 

is to preserve and protect the water quality.  The lake association is a key part of the web that connects the property own-

ers to the lake community.  There are other benefits of being a member, including having a louder voice when it comes to 

communicating with local and state decision makers.  The choices and observations that we all make every day can have 

many  positive impacts on the lake.  Everyone who owns property on Indian Lake benefits from the actions of our Lake 

Association.  Lakefront property values are closely linked to water quality of the lake.  It is always better to prevent and 

avoid water quality issues, rather than to try to fix them once they appear.  A lake association can provide some of the 

tools that are needed to monitor and address water quality issues. 



Summer Lake Party 
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The annual Indian Lake summer party took place on the rainy night of August 6.  Thank you to the committee that 
planned the party and to  Mary A. for hosting the party.  As you can see, people had fun despite the weather. 



More Summer Lake Party Photos 
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History:  Eagle River 
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Introduction:  In the 1930s, at the height of the Depression, the federal government put thousands of unemployed 
writers to work in the Federal Writers’ Project of the Works Progress Administration (WPA).  Out of their efforts 
came the American Guide series—guidebooks to each state in the union.  The following discussion of  Eagle River is 
from the WPA Guide to Wisconsin and was written in the late 1930s.   

____________________________________________________________________________________________

     Eagle River, (1,638 alt., 1,386 pop.), center of a recreation area, like the near-by river and lake is named for the 
bald eagles that once lived in the surrounding woods.  Fifty years ago, it was a lumber camp.  Although the arrival of 
the railroad in 1883 assured a certain stability, the village’s present prosperity came with modern highways and mo-
torcars.  Eagle River was one of the first Wisconsin towns to develop winter sport facilities.  In addition to a 35-foot 
ski-jump, a 90-foot steel double toboggan slide, and a 50-foot “ash can alley” slide, it has a large municipal fieldhouse 
in which its professional hockey team plays teams from Minnesota and Michigan. 

 

     The town owns a golf course (fee:  $1 for half day; $1.50 for full day), a floodlighted beach at Silver Lake (showers 
and lockers), and a landing field for those who week-end by plane.  There is only one small factory in the town; all 
the utilities are municipally owned. 

 

     Eagle River owes its attraction to the Eagle Waters, a chain of 27 lakes clustered irregularly along the river, the 
habitat of almost every variety of native Wisconsin fish.  Some lakes have lavish resorts; others lie in the unbroken 
forests, frequented largely by wild animals. 

 

     Vilas County, of which Eagle River is the seat, was named for William Freeman Vilas (1840-1908), who early won 
fame as an orator, became professor of law at the University of Wisconsin at 28, revisor of statutes at 35, and a regent 
of the university at 41.  He amassed a fortune through operations in northern timberland holdings.  Rising to nation-
al prominence, Vilas became permanent chairman of the Democratic National Convention in 1884, State legislator 
in 1885, Postmaster General (1885-88), Secretary of the Interior (1888-89) and U.S. Senator (1891-97).  While he 
was Secretary of the Interior, there was a Federal investigation of his Wisconsin timberland activities, but no report 
was made. 

 

     Vilas’ will provided that upon the death of his daughter his entire fortune should be held in trust for the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, except for certain permissible deductions from the income, until it amounted to $30,000,000.  
Then it was to be used to create professorships, to found fellowships and scholarships (one-fifth of which were to go 
to Negroes), and to build a Greek theater, with reading and assembly rooms. 



Indian Lake Flying Things (part 1 of 3) 
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Dragonfly on tip 
of fishing rod. 



Indian Lake Flying Things (part 2 of 3) 
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     White     

Hummingbird 
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Sunset 

Indian Like Flying Things (part 3 of 3) 



Cool Facts about Lake Temps 

By Jordyn Kurer.  From Lake Tides, UW-Stevens Point 

Remember that warm summer day when you went swimming in the lake, and you noticed that the water was warmer on 
the surface of the lake and colder at the bottom near your feet?  Have you ever wondered why this phenomenon happens, 
and how this is possible?  

Lakes that are large enough and deep enough are stratified.  Stratification of a lake is simply the layering of different water 
temperatures within the lake.  The three layers that make up the lake are the epilimnion, the metalimnion (also referred to 
as the thermocline), and the hypolimnion.  

The top layer of water is referred to as the epilimnion.  This layer is the warmest in the summer because this water is on the  
surface of the lake and is heated by the sun throughout the day.  The sun’s rays only penetrate so deep within the water, 
which is why the water on the bottom of the lake does not get as warm as the water on the top of the lake.  

The middle layer of water is referred to as the thermocline, or the metalimnion. This area of the lake has water that is mod-
erate in temperature.  It isn’t the warmest spot, but it’s not the coldest spot either.  This water receives some sunlight, but 
not enough to warm up the water molecules so that they can become a part of the epilimnion.  

The bottom layer of the lake is known as the hypolimnion.  This layer consists of the coolest, densest water since the sun-
light typically does not reach the bottom of the lake.  

These three layers do still exist in the winter, but they are underneath the layer of ice that is formed on top of the water.  

These layers change throughout the year during turnover.  Turnover is caused by the density of the water particles changing 
and it allows for the colder water to move to either the top or bottom of the lake, depending on the season.  The density of 
water changes as the temperature of the water changes.  For example, cooler water is more dense than warmer water, mean-
ing that in the summertime, the cooler water sinks down to the bottom of the lake.  However, once the water reaches a 
temperature of 0 degrees Celsius (32 degrees Fahrenheit) it freezes.  Water in its solid form (ice) is less dense than water in 
its liquid form, which is why the coldest water is found on the top of the lake in the winter as a sheet of ice.  Pretty cool, 
right?  

Did you know water is heavi-
est at 3.98 degrees Celsius 
(39.2 degrees Fahrenheit)?  
Anything warmer or colder 

floats). 
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In Memory of Indian Lake Friends    

James Anton Studenec, age 66 of Sugar Camp, died on Tuesday, July 26, 2022, at Aspirus Wausau Hospital.  He was 
born in Milwaukee, WI on April 3, 1956, to Martin and Eleanor (Zidek) Studenec. 
 
James attended schools in the Milwaukee area, graduating from John Marshall High School in 1974.  After graduating 
from high school James took a job with the Department of Corrections and served 27 years in various positions in the 
Department.  During this time James met his wife Judith and they were married on May 30, 1981, in Milwaukee.  James 
transferred to Eagle River in 2001 and fulfilled a dream of his to move to the Northwoods with the family. 
 
James enjoyed everything outdoors:  he loved to hunt and was an avid fisherman.  He also loved to be out in the yard 
working on any project that he could find.  James loved his family the most and cherished the time spent with them. 
 
James is survived by his wife Judith (Lembach), sons Anthony (Natalie) of Burnett, WI, Patrick (Courtney) of Beaver 
Dam, WI, grandchildren Elaina, Henry, Lilliana, Rylee, Westley, Calyx, other family and many friends. 

 
He was preceded in death by his parents and brother Martin. 

James Anton Studenec 
 

April 3, 1956—July 26, 2022 
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Arbutus Drive Restrictions 

 by Roger Ziff 

 

In 1970, the Wheeler Lumber Bridge and Supply Company owned land on the north side of Indian Lake and planned 
to subdivide the land to create Indian Lake Estates and the First Addition of Indian Lake Estates. 

 

To “enhance and preserve the natural beauty of the property”, they legally imposed 13 paragraphs of restrictions on the 
deeds, in part to prohibit “manufacturing, business or other commercial enterprises” on the land. 

 

Highlights from these restrictions, which I believe still apply to many of the lots on Arbutus Drive, are as follows.  For 
detailed wording, please see document 230424 at the Oneida County Register of Deeds. 

 

1.  No business, trade, manufacturing, or commercial enterprise of any kind shall be conducted on the lots and no com-
mercial rental units shall be maintained thereon. 

2.  Only a private, single-family dwelling and not more than one guest house (≤500 sq ft) and a private garage for not 
more than two cars may be constructed on a lot.  A one-story boathouse (≤12 ft high) may also be built but cannot con-
tain plumbing or living quarters. 

3.  Buildings shall be set back at least 15’ from side lot lines and 60’ from the center of the road. 

4.  All buildings must have a concrete foundation or be built on a concrete slab.  All dwellings must have compliant 
plumbing and sewage disposal systems. 

5.  All family dwellings must have a ground floor of at least 400 sq ft. 

Exterior finishes shall have a flat, no-gloss appearance, and colors shall tend to dark grays, gray-greens and browns.  No 
metal roofs are allowed.  Exteriors should be compatible with a woodlands environment.  No buildings can have tar pa-
per or other low grade exterior finishes. 

6.  See #9. 

7.  No live trees with a diameter >4” shall be removed within 40 ‘ of the shoreline.  No lot shall be clear-cut.  No trees 
shall be cut within 15’ of a side lot line.  No boundary fences are permitted. 

8.  No animals, livestock or poultry, except dogs, cats or other domestic household pets for family enjoyment, are permit-
ted.  No commercial breeding or boarding of animals is permitted. 

9.  No trailer, basement, tent, shack, garage, barn or other outbuilding shall be used as a residence, except for a period of 
up to one year during construction of a permanent dwelling. 

10.  No lots may be used as dumping grounds for rubbish or garbage.  All garbage containers must be kept in a clean 
condition. 

All chimneys or flues on any building or outside fireplace must be equipped with spark arresters to prevent fires. 

11.  Lots cannot be subdivided. 

12.  Each lot may have one pier extending not more than 30’ from shore, max 4’ wide, with wooden decking. 

13.  Building and grounds shall be kept in a reasonable state of repair, cleanliness, and neatness.  No disabled vehicles, 
furniture or appliances may remain outdoors. 

 

If you want to know if these restrictions apply to your lot, see the legal descriptions in the aforementioned document. 
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Poem/Puzzle 

I, man, am Regal, a German am I 
Never odd or even 
If I had a Hi-Fi 
Madam, I'm Adam 
Too hot to hoot 
No lemons, no melon 
Too bad I hid a boot 
Lisa Bonet ate no basil 
Warsaw was raw 
Was it a car or a cat I saw? 

Rise to vote, sir 
Do geese see God? 
Do nine men interpret? Nine men I nod 
Rats live on no evil star 
Won't lovers revolt now? 
Race fast safe car 
Pa's a sap 
Ma is as selfless as I am 
May a moody baby doom a yam 

Ah Satan sees Natasha 
No devil lived on 
Lonely Tylenol 
Not a banana baton 
No X in Nixon 
O stone, be not so 
O Geronimo, no minor ego 
"Naomi" I moan 
A Toyota's a Toyota 
A dog, a panic, in a pagoda 

Oh no, Don Ho 
Nurse, I spy gypsies, run! 
Senile felines 
Now I see bees, I won 
UFO tofu 
We panic in a pew 
Oozy rat in a sanitary zoo 
God, a red nugget, a fat egg under a dog 
Go hang a salami, I'm a lasagna hog 

The lyrics below are from a song called “Bob” by “Weird Al” Yankovic.  See if you can figure out what is unique about 
the lyrics without looking it up on the internet.  You can listen to it on YouTube. 

 
Bob 



Indian Lake Math and Logic 
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Last issue’s puzzle and solution: 

The sentence 
in  box 2 is 
true. 

The sentence 
in  box 5 is 

The sentence 
in  box 6 is 

The sentence 
in  box 7 is 
true. 

The sentence 
in  box 9 is 
true. 

The sentence 
in  box 10 is 
true. 

The sentence 
in  box 1 is 
false. 

The sentence 
in  box 3 is 
true. 

The sentence 
in  box 4 is 

The sentence 
in  box 8 is 
true. 

             Box 1                                       Box 2                                        Box 3                                        Box 4                                   Box 5    

             Box 6                                       Box 7                                       Box 8                                        Box 9                                   Box 10    

Is the sentence in box 8 true or false?  (P.S.:  this is called an antinomy,)     

Answer: 

 

An antinomy is something that logically contradicts itself, and so probably the best answer to the above question 
about box 8 is:  yes. 

Every hour on the hour (e.g., 7:00, 8:00, etc.) a turtle leaves the east end of Indian Lake to cross the lake to the west end, 
and (simultaneously) a turtle crosses from the west end to the east end.  The crossing takes exactly seven hours in either 
direction.  How many other turtles will a turtle leaving the east end at 3:00 p.m. pass on the lake 
before arriving at the west end?  The turtles swim at a constant speed. 

Note:  A turtle starting his or her trip just as another arrives counts as a "pass on the lake."  

It is a cold winter night.  Lulu is up north visiting relatives who live in a two-level, red house with a rec room and a 
garage on the lower level.  It is a nice house, but needs some repairs. 

 

Lulu wants to go downstairs and into the garage through a door in the rec room.  There are three light switches up-
stairs, and one is for a lamp in the garage.  Lulu does not know which light switch is for the lamp in the garage.  But 
she does know that when she goes downstairs, she will not be able to get back upstairs without going outside because 
the door handle leading up from the lower level is broken and the door can’t be left open because of mice. 

 

She would like to figure out which light switch turns on the lamp in the garage without having to go 
outside more than once.  How can she do that? 



Photo Acknowledgements 

Many thanks to everyone who has sent me their lake photos.  The submitters of the great pictures in this issue are: 

Page 3-4.  Kim Dean and the Smogors 

        6.  Heron—Joe Bartholomew 

        6.  Dragonfly—Summer Pisciotta 

        7.  Eagle – Mary  N. 

        7.  Clouds—Allison Polender 

        8.  Sea Plane—Sue Ann Eicher 

        8.  Flying Frog—Roger Ziff 
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Page 8.  Sunset—Dan Buran 

        9.  Joe Bartholomew .   

      10.  Steve Stanner 

      14.  Steve Stanner 

       

 

America, the beautiful. 



Odds and Ends 
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Donations of Newspapers, etc. to Wild Instincts Rehab 
 

If you wish to help out Wild Instincts rehabilitate injured animals, you can bring newspapers (no ads), sheets, blan-
kets, towels and t-shirts to their location a little to the northwest of Rhinelander.  You do not have to go in their 
building to leave things.  To find out more about Wild Instincts go to: http://www.wildinstinctsrehab.com/. 

 

Indian Lake Association Website 
 

For much more information about Indian Lake, go to our ILA website at:  http://www.indianlakeassociation.com. 

Thank you, Shirley Noonan, for all your work maintaining the website. 

 

Indian Lake Facebook site 
 

One of our Indian Lake neighbors has created an Indian Lake Facebook site. Now you can post your own lake-related 
pictures, notices, and comments.  Search for "Indian Lake - Sugar Camp, WI".  It's a private site, only open to residents 
and family.  

Lake Tides Newsletter 
 

The quarterly Lake Tides  newsletter produced  by the Wisconsin Lake Partnership and UW-Stevens Point can be ac-
cessed by either (1) typing Lake Tides Newsletter into Google,or (2) going to the Indian lake Association website on 
Google and clicking on the Newsletter tab. 

Indian Lake Spirit Apparel 
 

Northwoods Embroidery and Gifts at 22 W. Davenport in Rhinelander offers clothing with the Indian Lake Associa-
tion logo.  You can also bring clothing there to have the logo stitched on.  Ask for Bria. 

http://www.wildinstinctsrehab.com/


Membership Form 
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Facts about Dragonflies 

(Excerpted from a Lake Tides article by Karen Etter Hale and Bill Mueller.) 

 

Many of our dragonflies spend their winter in Wisconsin lakes as aquatic larvae, shielded from the cold by living under 
the ice in the relatively warm water and sediments.   

 

Others, like the green darner, fly all the way to Florida or the Gulf of Mexico as adults to escape 
the cold.  They stay there for an entire generation over the winter, and the newly hatched green 
darners head north again in springtime for the warmer months.  A new generation is born in late 
spring in the North, and flies back to the south in September before the first hard frost. 

  

Indian Lake Association Membership Form 
Membership Year:  July 1 to June 30 

Annual Dues:  $20 

Please make your check payable to Indian Lake Association and mail it along with this form to :   

ILA Treasurer, P.O.  Box 1801, Eagle River, WI  54521 

 

Name:  ________________________________________ 

 

Lake Address:  ________________________________________________  Lake Phone: ______________________ 

 

Other Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Phone:  __________________________ Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

 

Do you receive mail at your lake address?     Yes  ____        No  ____ 

 

Would you like to be included in the Indian Lake directory?     Yes  ___     No  ___ 

 

Are you interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities with the association?   Yes  ____    No   ____ 

 

Comments or suggestions:  ________________________________________________________________________ 


