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   FALL 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
 

SUGAR CAMP YARD WASTE DISPOSAL (Oct 7 and Oct 14:  8 amðNoon) 
Sugar Camp yard waste disposal (free) is scheduled for Saturday, October 7th at the 
Lily Bass Lake Dump and Saturday, October 14th at the Evergreen Drive Dump.  
The hours are 8:00 am ï 12:00 noon ONLY.  Yard waste only ï no brush over a 6ò 
diameter.  The Indian Lake Association website has directions to both dump sites.  
The Town of Sugar Camp website also has information you may find useful. 

EAGLE RIVER CRANBERRY FEST (Oct 7 and Oct 8) 

POLISH SQUARE FUN RUN/WALK (Oct 21:  10 am) 

The Polish Square Fun Run/Walk raises money for 
the Sugar Camp elementary school.  It is a 6.9 mile 
long event.  It starts and ends at the Moondance 
Bar and Grill on Highway 17 in Sugar Camp. 

Registration the day of the event is from 9 to 9:45.  
There is a $20 entry fee. 

For more information, call Gloria Hanson at 715-
272-2001. 
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Indian Lake Association 
 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to pre-
serve and protect Indian Lake and its surroundings and to enhance the water quali-
ty, fishery, boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian Lake as a public recreation-
al facility for today and for future generations. 

                                       www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 



Page 2  

A Message from Indian Lake Association  
President Joe Smogor 

  

Another summer on the lake is almost in the books.  I find it amazing how fast the days go by during the summer sea-
son.  Aside from the daily routine tasks of life, a lakefront property owner needs to take time for fishing, swimming, 
kayaking, cocktail cruises, and just getting out and enjoying time on the water.  I believe since we live on the lake, we 
should get out and use it as much as possible.  The more time we spend on the water, the better we can observe the sub-
tle changes from year to year. 

 

Have you noticed with the higher water this summer that the water appears to be cloudier or more turbid?  Some areas 
of the lake seem to have more plants growing than in previous years.  With the increase in rainfall there has been an 
increase of sediments and nutrients flowing into the lake, and these nutrients have the potential to ñfertilizeò the lake 
plants.  When I collected the water chemistry samples, I assumed that the phosphorus levels would be higher and the 
secchi disk reading (water clarity) would be lower.  But when I looked back at secchi disk readings over the last 3 years, 
the summer ñaverageñ for clarity was between 9 and 10 feet, and my readings so far this summer are running about the 
same.   When I compare the TSI (Trophic State Index - a measure of lake enrichment including phosphorus and chlo-
rophyll levels) to previous years, it is also running about the same.  The TSI for Indian Lake has consistently been 
around the mid 40s.  The bottom line is that looks can be misleading, and the general chemistry of the lake has not 
changed significantly.  Indian Lake remains a mesotrophic lake characterized by moderately clear water and nutrient 
levels.  Currently, the lake is still stratified, with the warmer oxygen rich surface water layered over the colder oxygen 
poor water from about 18 feet to the bottom.   

 

As lakefront property owners we all share the responsibility to be good stewards of the lake.  We should all be taking 
actions to prevent additional sediments and nutrients from entering the lake.  Here are some of the best practices of 
lakefront property owners:  (1) minimize shoreline erosion by maintaining a buffer zone of vegetation, (2) inspect and 
maintain your septic system regularly, (3) avoid fertilizers and lawn chemicals that can runoff into the lake, and (4) di-
rect your downspouts away from hard surfaces onto lawns or gardens that can absorb the water.  These simple steps can 
preserve and protect the waters of Indian Lake.  We canôt control the amount of precipitation, but we can limit the run-
off that enters the lake.  I hope you enjoy what is left of the summer, and I will see you out on the lake. 
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Update on Possible Zoning Changes 

 

By Roger Ziff   

As mentioned in the Spring issue, since 1987, the properties around Indian Lake have been zoned ñD-2ò, which means 
ñSingle Family Residential.ò  This zoning status protects our lake by prohibiting most business establishments and multi-
resident dwellings from locating on Indian Lake. 

However, due to recent law changes at the State level, Indian Lake zoning may change. 

The question of whether Indian Lake zoning will have to change or not was submitted to the State Attorney Generalôs 
office and we are waiting for a response. 

This is a significant issue that could eventually impact our enjoyment of Indian Lake and our property values. 

For the latest information on this issue, please monitor emails from the Indian Lake Association and check the Indian 
Lake Association website. 

Update...High Speed Internet Service for Sugar Camp 

By Roger Ziff 

 

In the last few issues we have had articles about a new wireless service that was being developed by Northwoods Connect for 
the Indian Lake area. 
 
This summer, several homes on the lake were connected to this faster internet service, but other homes were out of range 
or were blocked from receiving a signal by ridges or trees. 
 
I talked with the owner of the firm in mid-September and he said they expected to have enhancement to their system 
within a few weeks that would enable some homes that previously could not receive the signal to now be able to. 
 
(Please note I have no business affiliation with Northwoods Connect.)  


