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FALL 

By Suzanne Millies 

 

Leaves are flying by my window 
Golden, rust-colored, red. 
They create a beautiful invitation 
To the coming of winter. 
 
It is difficult to fear winter 
When the landscape dances 
With the brilliant colors 
Of a Wisconsin fall. 
 
“Don’t worry,” the leaves whisper. 
“This too shall pass 
And before you know it 
Spring will be here again.” 
 
Life is like the passing of seasons. 
As we journey from youth to old age, 
Each season has its own identity, 
Mixing joy and sorrow in varying colors. 
 
And yet, we endure and even triumph 
Knowing that just as the seasons change 
So will our lives turn 
From green to golden with the passage of 
time. 

 

As the above poem indicates, fall is a season 
to which we can look forward, especially up 
here in the Northwoods. Here there is an 
abundance of trees and soon the forest will 
be dancing with colors that will invite us to 
walk in its midst. 

How fortunate we are to have a place in the 
Northwoods.  Here there is quiet, tranquili-
ty, beauty, and peace. These are attributes 
that are especially welcome to those of us 
who live in big cities like Chicago or Milwau-
kee or in large suburbs like Naperville in Illi-
nois. When my husband and I first settled in 
Naperville the population was only 31,000; 
now it is 144,000.  Still a lovely suburb but 
little room for nature and its peace and quiet.  
That is why we always looked forward to com-
ing up to the “cottage.” My husband would 
spend hours on the lake fishing for the “big 
one” and finally caught two of them – a 42” 
Muskie and a 40” Northern which now 
adorn the wall in our cottage.  And as he 
fished I would go for long walks in the woods 
accompanied by my dogs and the ever-present 
mosquitoes. 

The Northwoods abound with so many at-

NOTICE:  THE NEXT ILA COMMUNITY MEETING IS MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 7, 2015, AT 9 AM AT THE SUGAR CAMP FIRE HOUSE 
MEETING ROOM ACROSS FROM THE TOWN HALL. 
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President’s message — continued 

tractions. Black bear are lurking in the woods behind Arbu-
tus Drive as discovered by my brother one day when he was 
on his ATV back in the woods and happened upon a moth-
er bear and her two cubs. Or how about the black bear that 
bounded across Ripco Rd. last month, right in front of my 
car.  No, I did not stop to pet him nor did I wave at the 
wolf who looked down at me from the hill on Ripco Road. 
Seeing them was a once in a lifetime experience, but I cer-
tainly was glad I was in my car when we spied each other. I 
waved but did not stop to chat.  

How blessed we are: a moose crossing Highway 17; a bald 
eagle perched on its nest on the island in our lake; a fox 
rolling in the sand by the lakeshore; and 2 robins peeping at 
a hawk outside my window because it was threatening their 
babies.  All these wonders of nature color our landscape, 
bringing us closer to the eternal and reminding us of what 
is important in life. 

We should never take this beauty for granted, as one of my 
former students reminded me. Look up, she reminded me,  
and you will see the millions of stars in the heaven, and you 
will realize how small you are but how blessed you are to be 
able to perceive this irony of nature – that we tiny little hu-
mans can perceive the infinity of our universe.  

Forest, Langlade, Oneida, Lincoln and Vilas counties are 
host to the Northwoods of Wisconsin, which are home to 
vast forest lands, thousands of lakes, and innumerable small 
but friendly communities.  They have attracted visitors for 
generations, luring them “Up North” with their great fish-
ing, colorful hiking trails, numerous wildlife, birds and 
flowers. Where else can you look out your window at the 
white birch soaring 200 ft. into the sky, see a pristine lake as 
smooth as glass on a calm day, hear the woodpecker pecking 
on a nearby tree, and watch the hundreds of minnows swirl-
ing in the water. 

 

How blessed we are. Remember to take time each day to 
appreciate what we have. 

 

GRAPE SALAD 
Knobby 

 

2 lbs. each red and green grapes 

¼ C. sugar 

8 oz. cream cheese 

8 oz. sour cream 

1 tsp. vanilla 

1 C. chopped pecans 

½ C. brown sugar 

 

Mix sugar, sour cream, cream cheese and vanilla un-
til smooth. Pour over grapes and stir.  Place in a 9 X 
13 pan and sprinkle with brown sugar and nut mix-
ture.  Chill. 

INDIAN LAKE RECIPES 



WHAT IS THAT STUFF ON OUR PIER?? 
By Shirley Noonan 
 
My first interest to learn about bryozoa was due to seeing an ugly glob of jelly taking hold on wood piers and dead 
trees.  This occurs below the water line.  We notice the organisms every fall when we remove our wooden pier.  It 
looks like “The Blob,” and adds significant weight to our pier.  Bryozoans have been studied by some on the lake, but 
I felt it important to write an article for our newsletter so people understand the benefit of these living animals.  I will 
try not to be too technical, since my grades in biology were also under the water line. 

Tim Plude who works for the DNR explained that there is very little research done on fresh water animals, unlike the 
studies done on salt water coral reefs.  Similar to coral, the colonies found in our aquatic biomes (freshwater lakes and 
springs) are known as freshwater bryozoa.   All bryozoans are living animals which feed on microscopic organisms and 
form bryozoan colonies.  They act as filter feeders and help the clarity of our lake.  

A few points quoted from the Coral Reef written by April Pulley Sayre, 1996: 
Corals are divided into two types: reef-building corals, which are also called hard corals; and non-reef building 

corals, such as soft corals, black corals, thorny corals, and horny corals. 
Aquatic Biomes are found almost anywhere water exists as a liquid.  It is colonized by organisms-bacteria, amoe-

bas, fungi, animals, or plants.  Some watery habitats have particular physical conditions and particular kinds 
of plants and animals inhabiting them.  These are aquatic biomes. 

Inland lakes and river aquatic biomes are unlike a coral reef which only occurs in warm, shallow, tropical or sub-
tropical oceans where the average temperature of the coldest month is at least 75 degrees F.   

A coral colony can be as tiny as a golf ball or bigger than a car.  Some colonies form thin crusts; others branch out 
like trees, some resemble brains, some grow in the same shapes while others are shape shifters.    In well-lit 
waters, they form rounded corals or branching corals but in dim waters, they grow into wide, flat shelves.  
Coral animals look a little like a flower but have tentacles instead of petals.  They feed on plankton- small, 
floating animals- and particles that get caught on the sticky mucus covering their tentacles. 

 
The bryozoan colony found on our pier resembles brains, both in shape and color.  It forms in the spring and dies in 
the winter.  Its largest mass is during late summer and fall.  I hope that this article will help all our owners, visitors 
and future generations appreciate this different kind of species.  It is a living animal which helps to keep Indian Lake 
clear and healthy. 
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Indian Lake Has A Hero 

 Lee Fetscher was talking to me while we were volunteering 
at the CBCW tent on the 4th of July weekend.  Lee told me the 
story of when he and his wife Karen were out on their pontoon 
boat for a cruise.  While approaching the boat landing, they no-
ticed an elderly man hanging on to the side of his boat while it was 
floating away from the landing.  Lee jumped off his boat and swam 
to help get him to shore. 

 After Lee and Karen got the elderly man and his boat to 
the shore and helped him load it onto the trailer, they were told 
that while he was trying to load his boat on his trailer, the boat 
floated away. He thought the only thing to do was grab onto the 
side of the boat. The boat kept drifting out, and he was too weak 
to pull himself up into the boat.  He decided his only option was 
to swim the boat to shore even though he was fighting the wind.  
When Lee and Karen pulled close, they saw that he was just hang-
ing on and kicking his feet. He appeared tired, so Lee jumped in to 
keep him from letting go.  Lee was able to get him into his boat.   

            I (Joe Bartholomew) feel that the Indian Lake residents 
have a “true hero” on our lake. We owe Lee a big round of ap-
plause for his rescue.  If Lee and Karen were not out there, I hate 
to think about what could have happened.  Lee and Karen 
Fetscher are type of people we are proud to have as friends. 

Indian Lake Association Elects New Directors 
A new slate of ILA officers and directors were elected at the July 6th meeting.  Following is the complete list of directors for 
2015.  Please feel free to contact any of these folks if you have questions or suggestions regarding your association. 
 
Suzanne Millies, President: 715-272-1380; Email: palmasuzanne@yahoo.com 
Judi Urban, Vice-President: 847-922-6596; Email: urbantaylor@comcast.net 
Steve Newcomb, Treasurer: 715-272-1014; Email: steve_newcomb@hotmail.com 
Dave Noel, Secretary: 715-272-2016; Email: dgnoel@gmail.com 

Joe Bartholomew, AIS & CBCW Coordinator: 630-947-6503; Email: bartski704@gmail.com 
Greg Bujalski, Social Coordinator: 715-272-1628; Email: gbujalski@gmail.com 
Corinne DeGroot, New Member Coordinator: 920-858-6658; Email: quiltercats@gmail.com 
Marty Haavisto, Director-at-Large: 715-272-1261; Email:mahaavisto@yahoo.com 
Mary Lange, Director-at-Large: 715-272-1612; Email:jpmclange@frontiernet.net 
Joe Smogor, Nomination Coordinator: 715-272-2030; Email: joesmogor@gmail.com 
Kathy Noel, OCLRA & WAL Representative: 715-272-2016; Email: kathynoel@gmail.com 
Cliff Woller, Director-at-Large: 715-272-1571 
Roger Ziff, Newsletter Coordinator: 715-272-1689; Email: cziff@charter.net 
 
If you missed the annual meeting on July 6th, the meeting minutes are available for your review on the ILA Website 
(www.IndianLakeAssociation.com).  The fall ILA meeting is on Monday, Sept. 7, at 9 am in the Sugar Camp fire house 
meeting room, located just across the parking lot from the Town Hall. 

By Joe Bartholomew, CBCW Director 

 

Editor’s Note:  Subsequent to the writing of 
this article, Lee and Karen decided to put 
their house up for sale in order to move closer 
to family in Michigan.  Best wishes to you 
both! 
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     The Wisconsin Citizen Lake Monitoring Network (formally called “Self-Help Lake Monitoring”) began in 1986.  The 
goals of this program are to collect quality lake data, and to empower and educate volunteer citizens.  Today more than 
1,100 volunteer citizens statewide are collecting water quality data for more than 850 Wisconsin lakes.  The DNR and 
UW Extension staff coordinate the program by providing training and the necessary equipment for the lake volunteers.  
Volunteer lake monitoring is an excellent way to learn about the water quality of the lake, and to observe and record any 
long-term changes to the overall health of the lake.  Wisconsin relies on the lake volunteers to be the stewards of water 
quality.  The Citizen Lake Monitoring Network can include measuring water clarity with a Secchi disk, water chemistry 
monitoring of temperature and dissolved oxygen, and water samples taken during the summer months for phosphorus and 
chlorophyll.  Another activity could include taking plant samples and looking for aquatic invasive species.  

 

     The Indian Lake community has been very fortunate to have volunteer water monitors since 1986.  Marty and Joyce 
Haavisto measured water clarity with a Secchi disk and made general lake observations from 1986-2001.  In 2007 I was 
trained and started with the Secchi disk measures.  In the spring of 2014 Dave Noel and I were trained for the water chem-
istry protocols including temperature, dissolved oxygen, phosphorus, and chlorophyll.  The water chemistry data is collect-
ed monthly from ice-out through September.  All of this data can help to provide a good picture of the relative health of 
Indian Lake over time.   The Citizen Lake Monitoring Network is a key component of the Indian Lake Management Plan. 
You can view the Indian Lake citizen volunteer data at the following link:  

  http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/CLMN/Station.aspx?id=443043  

 

Wisconsin Citizen Lake Monitoring 
By Joe Smogor 
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Lake Grant Initiative Updates 

Clean Boats, Clean Waters    

You can purchase your own CWCB t-shirt or hat by going to:  http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-
ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources/supplies.aspx  or call 715-346-2116 for help. 

By Joe Bartholomew, Indian Lake CBCW Director  

 

The Clean Boats Clean Waters program is working very well for our lake.  

We have set up a tent and worked three weekends so far this year.  

With the amount of boat landing contacts this year, we ran out of towels and ice packs. 

 

Indian Lake CBCW has one more weekend over Labor Day weekend, so please volunteer to help. Saturday, September 
5th, Sunday the 6th, and Monday the 7th. Hours are 9am to12 noon and 3pm to 6pm each day. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Joe Bartholomew  

(630) 947-6503, bartski704@gmail.com  

Our own Joe Bartholomew was recognized as the Oneida County Clean Boats 
Clean Water Coordinator of the Year at the recent Oneida County AIS Awards 
Ceremony.  

  

As many of you know, Joe has worked tirelessly to ensure that our public 
boat landing is manned with trained boat inspection volunteers over the 
busy holiday weekends.  

 

Congratulations, Joe; you are an inspiration to all of us !   

Joe Bartholomew Honored at Oneida 

County AIS Awards Ceremony  

By Dave Noel 

 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources/supplies.aspx
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/cbcw/resources/supplies.aspx


PONTOON PARTY 
By Knobby Hoover 

 

     The Annual Indian Lake Pontoon Party was held on July 18, 2015.  The weather was perfect except for the wind.   
Anchors Away!!!  Our group was small, with five pontoon boats, one fishing boat, two kayaks and one delivery, but we 
had a great time and excellent fellowship.  Being such a friendly group, we were later joined by someone we did not 
even know! (Kreuser connection).   We welcomed him and his libations. 

     Once again, for the BBQ afterwards, Jean Ann and Steve were our superb hosts.  As has been every year, the contri-
bution of salads and desserts was amazing.  Thanks to the Newcombs and their meat choice variety, the meal was round-
ed out perfectly. 

     Until next year – Think about joining us and getting to know your neighbors.  It’s a great lake to live on. 
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In Memory of Indian Lake Friends    

 

Remembering Bill Reilly 
(July 29, 1935-August 17, 2015) 

 

William Patrick Reilly died on August 17, 2015 at his summer cottage on Sugar Camp Lake, after a short illness.  His lov-
ing family, including his wife Jane Letherman Reilly, was with him.  After graduation from the University of Virginia Law 
School, Bill spent 40 years at Gould and Wilkie in New York, eventually becoming a managing partner before retiring in 
2002.  During this time he also served on the board of the Salvation Army in New York.  He loved travel, classical music, 
the Northwoods, and especially his family who will miss him.  In addition to Jane, Bill is survived by his daughter Karin 
and her two children, his stepdaughter Christine and her daughter, as well as other family and many friends. 

 

Indian Lake Association 

 The purpose of Indian Lake Association, Inc. (chartered in 2005) is to preserve and protect Indian Lake 
and its surroundings, and to enhance the water quality, fishery, boating safety, and aesthetic values of Indian 
Lake, as a public recreational facility for today and for future generations.  

www.IndianLakeAssociation.com 

If you have ideas to contribute to the Indian Lake Community Newsletter, please contact Roger Ziff at 

cziff@charter.net. 

  


